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YOUR ONE STOP COMPUTER CENTRE
We guarantee to offer the BEST prices &
services in this magazine. REMEMBER:
Prices exclude VAT but include 1st class delivery.

(" CF2-3"&3%"PCWDISKS )

10 off 30 off 100 off
Amsoft CF2 - Double sided for single drive £15.00 £44.00 £140.00
Maxell CF2 - Double sided for single drive £33.00 £97.50 £320.00
Ex-duplicator over - labelled Maxell/Amsoft CF2 ~ £21.00 £61.50 £200.00
Individual plastic cased, (clear) 3° £550  £1650 £50.00
3.5" Disk for PCW 9256, 9512+ New Systems
Sony, 3M, Maxell, TDK, Full ...... ...(10) £6.00

Bulk DSDD 0-720K (100% certified)
COLOUR 3.5" DS/DD Maxell disk, choice of white, yellow, pink, light
With Library Case
With no Library Case

Amstrad 3" Storage Box (10 cap)
3.5 library case (10 cap)
Deluxe 3.5" disk library case (10 cap) . t

35" disk plastic folder (26ap) «.........ovius. £250
Lockable Storage Box (3" - 20 cap) (3.5" - 50 cap) .£5.50
Lockable Storage Box (3" - 40 cap) (3.5° - 80 cap) . .£8.00
3" or 3.5" Disk Drive Head Cleaning Kit .......... £4.50
A = 8256, B = 8512, C = 9512

D = 9256, £ = 9512+, F = PCW10
+=519K memory required

LocoSeript 3 (ABDF+) ...ovvvvvvvinnnn £34

LocoScript 3 + LocoSpell (ALL+) . £40

LocoScript 3 + LocoFile (ALL+) £40

LocoFile 3 + LocoMail (ALL+) . £40

Printer Suport Pack3 ....... £23  LocoFont Set 1 +
LocoSeript PC Prof V.2 (NEW) £76  LocoFont Prof.....
Loo0FH 2/ Lot i iy s s £30

LocoScript PC Prof V.2 + LocoLink Prof

MiniRam Pack (A-Z) (512K + Printer Port)
3" Thesaurus (512K) works with Locofile

C BOOKS )
The Essential Selection

8000 Plus Guide to MicroDesign widisk ... .£14.95  LocoMail 9512 + Handbook . £21.95

8000 Plus Tips Collection widisk . ... ..‘.21695 £1395

15 Hour Word Proc Amstrad PCW
Allin One Mini Office Profess ...

Desktop Publishing Amstrad PCW . £14.95

Easy Access to LocoScript 2 ..2995 £16.95

lustrated LocoScript 2 . . . £1295 £14.95

LocoMail User Guide ....... ..2195 £14.95

LocoScript 2 & Amstrad POW Comp . . £13.95 £14.95

LocoScript 2 User Guide . ... ... : £11.95

LocoFile Database LocoScript 2 £16.95

* 8256/8512 onl

C GAMES O All 3" & 35" PCWS
+8256/8512/9512 (3") only

@ Bridge Player 2150 Galactia ............ £20  Jinxder..

+Catch23 .......... £12

@ Classic Game 4 Compal £20

@ Clock Chess 89 ... £20

+Colossus Bridge 1V £12

+Cormuption ... £15

HFish Ve £15

+ Frank Bruno Boxing £12

+Gnome Ranger ...... £12

+ Graham Gooch Test Cricket . . £14

O Head Coach V.3 .......... £14

+ Hop, Munch, Shoot Collection £10  Fomula 1, Skyward, Ace, Strip Poker....£7?

© World of Soccer ........ovveuinenenns £18

4+ Colossus Chess 1V £12

R Fi LL 3"
C D.G.C. Collectlons

Pete Gerrards Game Plus Disk

School's Qut ............ (5 games, 7-14 years)
Super League Soccer Management

French Verbs Education Aid

Thunder Basic (Add-on Graphic commands)

High Quality Clip Art Vol. 1

High Qualy Clp At Vol. 2 (For MicroDesign 2 &)
(For MicroDesign 2 & 3)
0051100 pertitie 0 0 @
Lightening Basic 93 (Add on Commands) . . . .£24
C PRINTERS )
Canon Biiosx £169
Canomn B0 (vith £205
Hewlett Packard HP520 £250
New Original Amstrad 9512 Daisywheel printer. £150
(with £165
Epson stylus Bubble Jet with B-1 (Special), £210

Post Orders to: A to Z Computers,
134 Heath Road, Twickenham, TW1 4BN
Tel: 081-744 1834/2354 (mon-Sat 9.30 - 6.00)
Fax: 081-744 1768 @

visA

if you

in 3 hours deliver to us

Repair Policy:

“Simply give us @
call, we shall provide
fiull guidance and
instruction.”

before despatch.

or in 8 days

(" TO RECOVER YOUR FAULTY PCW in 3hrs, Yes! )

we collect from you
£8 courier charge e/w

® Qualified engineer with over 15 years experience

@® Large stocks on spares & back-ups

@® All repairs GUARANTEED FOR 3 MONTHS

® On-site maintenance contract at special rate.

(1) Customer Book-In by phone 081-744 1029 or by fax 081-744 1768

(2) We diagnose and report a FIXED part & labour cost; charged at £15 per faulty

unit or £20 per faulty system, this fee is redeemable against final repair bill.
(8) Recover your unit at the FIXED AGREED price, including a full system testj

EDUCATIONAL

Tutor & Ilaﬁan Tutor... INTEGRATED StOPPIESS .. £22
Mini Office Professional ..................£26 Desklop Publisher ...................... £20
PCW/AMX Mouse + Micro Design 3 (OTP
WORD PROCESSING Packafo) et U MR W e £73
NeWWORI2 oo s pmnas i PCWI/AMX Mouse + Stop Press (DTP) ... .. .£52
Protext ( full version) PCW/AMX Mouse + Desktop Publisher .. ... | £50
SPREADSHEET GRAPHICS
2 Supercalc 2 (Comp Assoc 3" 0or 35%) ....... . £44  Proscan PCW hand held scanner, software +
School Cracker 2 Turbo *Plus’ ... i Interace (.1 wemmennien siwsaiasings £125
Fun Scksol V3 (Under 5, 5-7, over 7) Rockety 0 8 @ L w B ok
SpaMEhITUTS oo e o s s £15 V4 (Under 5, 57, over 7) uTiLITY
ACCOUNTS Easy labeller 8526, 9512, 9256 ........... |
D U ST Cov E R S Money Manager.......vo.usavswsn s vaweasd £41  Personal Excellence (lansyst) . ..
( K t | d health ) Flipper 3 (NEW) ........ 4
eep computers clean and healtny... TUTOR FOWOM ... il
8256/8512/9512/9256/9512+ for Monitor, Keyboard & Printer Toueh 0! GO%winmanswmmns s s £14  Datafax/Jeeves Desktop (Kempston) ........
Ant-staic, walerproof, cream colour, blue piping (3pcs) Two finger conversion (lansyst) (STAM file transfer 3", 4.5", 5/25") w.cable .. ..£28
NEWI 9512/9512+ Dust Cover Set for Monitor, Keyboard and Printer with sheet feed Crash Course Tutor (ansyst) ..............
BJ10 printer (3 pes set) 29 3" software data transfer, PcW 3" to and from
NEW! 9512/9512+ Dust Cover Set for Printer with sheet feed of BI10 (1PC)....cov.cvcvocone g5 DESKTOP PUBLISHING PeW 35" withieable ........uviviuionnsd £35
Dust Cover for Technique 102 AT Keyboard (1 pe) 5 Micro Design Font Library Disk ............ £22  Stockmarket2 ......... . £40
PC 1512/1640 (2 pe) g9 MicroDesign3(OTP) ..........oeinnn. £42  PCW/AMX Mouse + Desktop .............. £45
PC 22/32/3385 (2 pe) £10
PC 20886 (2 pc) £10
SlrLC10, NEC 2000, Pan 1124 Prinercovers £ ( PERIPHERALS - ADD ON )
Keymouse (Creat. Tech) .............. . £41  INCAS Silver Plus Glas Fiter (Top Qualtty) . . . £38
( RIBBONS INK CARTRIDG ES ) PCW mouse + Interface ................ £35 A4 Metal Copyholder (Desk) £14
2 Original Amstrad Par/ser, Interface (cps 8/9) SCA 2 pieces Universal printer stand ............ £5
HIGHEST QUALITY GUARANTEED 1+ 3 10+ 30+ PCW Interface Prof ...............oeun! £47 9512 Dalsywheels ....................... £7
PCW 9512/9512+ Carbon Multistrike £230 £220 £210 £200 SCA pariser, Interface Plus wiclock + cal .....£50  Printer cable (D25-Cen 36) . 87
PCW 9512/9512+ Black Fabric £270 £260 £250 £240 PCW SCA 512K RAM Pack ............. £54  Printer cable (Cen 36-Cen 36) .
PCW 9512/9512+ Colour Fabric £460 £450 £440 2430  PCW SCA 768K RAM Pack .. ! 2way Cen, 36 switch box ...
(Red, Blue, Green, Brown, Purple) PCW SCA 1.0Mb RAM Pack ... = 2 way serial D25 switch box
PCW 8256/8512/8256/PCW10 Carbon Multistrike £300 £290 £280 £270 PCW SCA 512K RAM Pack Plus* ..£65 4 way Cen, 36 switchbox ...
PCW 8256/8512/8256/PCW10 Black Fabric £270 £260 £250 £240 PCW SCA 512K PRO 8256 ... o 4 way serial D25 switch box
PCW 8256/8512/8256/PCW10 Colour Fabric £460 £450 £440 £4.30 PCW SCA 512K PRO 9256" . 9512 autosheet feeder . ...
DMP 2000/3000/3160/3250 Black Fabric £300 £280 PCW SCA 1.0Mb PRO 9256 4 Margin Maker MM4 NEW! .
DMP 4000 Black Fabric £400 £380 Original Amstrad Series 8 or 9 Keyboard .. ... £79  Maxfit (Margin Maker 9512) ...
L0 5000 Black Fabric £500 £4.80 PCW M&J Interface Mouse and Amstrad JY2 Stampiton seff adnesive labels (1% x 3% per 1000 . £7
StarLC10; Pan KXP 1180/090; Taxan Kaga; PCW 1080A oystok s ok s s s £52  Mouse mat (standard ontriver . .............. £2
FX/MX/RX 80; M1009; Can GLP 120D, 180E £300 £2.80 PCW Joystick Interface .......... ..£15  Mouse mat (strong thick rubber) ............. £5
P2200, P2+, KXP 1124; LC24-10 L010000, Swift 24, KXP 1524 £4.50 (3+) Quickshot Turbo Joystick (micro-switch) ...... £9  Printer Extension lead 8256/8512/9512/9256/9512
AMSTRAD ORIGINAL RIBBONS 1+ 3 10+ 30+ Anti Glare Screen Filter ........... o i £12
PCW 9512/9512+ Carbon Multistrike £330 £320 £310 £3.00
PCW 8256/9512/PCW 10 Carbon Mulistrike £5.00 £490 £480 8470
POW 82569256/PCW 10 Black Fabric = mo mo sw  PoW9512Plus (VJ10) PCW 9512 Plus
CANON, STAR & HP INK CARTRIDGES £543 + VAT (=£638.03)  (Funt width Daisy wheel Printer)
PCW 8256/9256/PCW 10 Black Fabric €16 £1550 The PCW9512+ with Canon BJ-
S S8 Catie g * with Canon BJ- - g9q VAT (=£504.08)
HP500 Deskjet Cant. (long ife) HP51626A 020 £19.00 10e Bubble jet printer offers the
Inkjet refils x 2 (Canon, Star, HP) £9 £8 speed and versatility of a dot ~ Complete system with Locoscript
ca{‘m' Star Colour refis Tiwin pack (red, blue or green) £12 £ matric printer with similar 2, Spell, Mail software 512K
clnm ol forjfzlong o S5 quality to a daisywheel printer. ' '
Cartridge Xcm %) £9 £8 BAN
a
X2 per pack “ OW WITH Plus FREE Starter kit £50
BJ10SX PRINTER
( PRINTER UPG RADE ) Complete system with Locoscript * Dust cover set (3pcs)
SPECIALS PACKAGE! 2, Spell, Mail software Monitor, Keyboard &
512K min RAMpack & Cenroris Printer Por. Plus FREE Starter kit £65  Printer (st)
:PMWWPW“ © 3.5" DSDD Disk x 25 ﬁ  3.5" DSDD Disk x 25
 Printer Cable © 3.5" Drive cleaning kit o Carbon M/S Ribbon x 3
With Canon BJ10 OX Bubble Jet printer £279 © 3.5" 80 cap storage hox *3.5" Dri ookt
: : .5" Drive cleaning kit
With Epson Stylus Pius Ink Jet printer (with sheet feeder) £309 © BJ10 ink Cartridge 1 .

With supply new S.0.D. disk FREE

ATO

COMPUTERS

* Locoscript(BJ) software

or £50 A to Z Computers Good
Voucher

* LocoFile software

or £40 A to Z Computers Good
Voucher

Prices subject to changes and
availability without prior notice, and
for UK and BFPO Orders only.

Official orders from Education & Govt.
| Authority are welcome (£50 minimum).




Amazing Fifth Anniversary Membership Offer

WRITERS NEWS

Special introduction to The News Magazine No Writer Can Afford To Miss

Already serving the interests of tens of thousands of writers at all levels of ability, WRITERS NEWS takes a great
leap forward on its fifth anniversary by becoming a unique two-magazine package every month. To be serious about
writing, you cannot do without WRITERS NEWS, renowned for its enterprise, fair-dealing and in-depth coverage.

TO INSPIRE, GUIDE AND SAVE

We will help bring out your individual creativity, guide you in many practical ways, and offer
you a great money saving introductory package of a dozen magazines on writing (two each
month for six months) all for £10. If you are not prepared to risk that to write for fulfilment and

profit, are you really serious about writing?

HIRE AN ENTIRE RESEARCH DEPARTMENT!

Belonging to WRITERS NEWS is like hiring an entire marketing research department for just
a few pence a day. We tell you about the latest developments, individual market opportunities,
competitions, awards and other financial and career opportunities and give you the best advice
by the best writers on every aspect of writing for fun and reward. No wonder many readers sys-
tematically highlight items for later reference — or that, by taking our advice, many get to see

their work in print.

TWO-MAGAZINE PACKAGE

Every month the original WRITERS NEWS,
with the most extensive news coverage available for
writers, is now joined by WRITING MAGAZINE
with a huge range of features, practical articles, inter-
views and inspirational advice. WRITERS NEWS
is only available to its members by postal subscrip-
tion. You may of course buy copies of WRITING
MAGAZINE from good newsagents, but take out

ABOUT PUBLISHER
DAVID ST JOHN THOMAS

Founder of publishers David
& Charles as well as
WRITERS NEWS and best-
selling author in his own right,
David cares passionately
about writing and writers...
and it shows. Out of the
money he earned from writ-
ing, he established the charitable trust that
funds many of the prizes. Backed by a friendly
staff on the Moray Firth at the edge of the
Scottish Highlands, he provides old-fashioned
value... like well over 500 large pages for your
trial £10. Each week he enjoys reading the let-
ters received from those helped in their writing
careers. There is probably not a more caring
business in Britain!

1
[}
[}
[}
1
1
[}
1
1
1
]
1
[}
1
[}
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
[}
1
1
[}
1
1
1
1
[}
1
[}
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I
1
I
1
1
1
1
I
1
1
1
1
1
1
I
I
[}
1
I
I
[}
1
I
1
1
1

.

to Write a Million.

you will be sent a £5 book voucher. Other terms as for UK.
Have you previously subscribed or applied to subscribe? Yes/No
PLEASE TICK AND COMPLETE A, B OR C BELOW

Name

any change. (If you do not have a bank account or credit card please contact
us, but the terms will vary.) You will also be sent a complimentary copy of How

rently £41.60, and for the rest of the world by air £48.60. Instead of a free book

our special anniversary trial offer of a dozen maga-
zines for £10 and both titles will be delivered through
your letterbox for six months.

WIDE COVERAGE

From matters of style, the latest trends, and the elec-
tric desktop to finance, copyright and legal matters,
we are there to help. Do you need an agent? How do
you self-publish a book? What about ‘vanity’ publish-
ers? How do you set about research, or best revise
your rough drafts? Routinely we cover just everything
the writer could possibly want to know.

ALL KINDS OF WRITING

Short stories, novels, articles, non-fiction books, chil-
dren’s poetry, religious writing, technical writing...
every kind is covered by our formidable team of regu-
lar contributors with points of substance, style and
marketing. There is also an opportunity to contribute
one-off articles or become a news correspondent. And
no youngster hoping for a journalistic or publishing
career should miss our career coverage.

FOR THOSE LIVING OVERSEAS

Many of our keenest readers live overseas. In addi-
tion to WRITERS NEWS and WRITING MAGA-
ZINE, each month they are sent a newsletter con-
taining more overseas news than can be
accommodated in WRITERS NEWS, and they are
automatically enrolled in the British Overseas Writers
Circle (BOWC) which helps keep overseas writers in
touch and provides a number of valuable services.

Join the many thousands who write better and more profitably!

WRITERS NEWS AND WRITING MAGAZINE COMBINED MEMBERSHIP FORM

UK only, offers A and B bring both WRITERS NEWS and WRITING MAGA-
ZINE for 6 months (12 magazines) for the total price of £10. Unless you can-
cel within seven days of the arrival of the sixth pair, you will be charged the
annual subscription (less £5 discount each year) then and on each anniver-
sary until you cancel. You can of course cancel at any time. The annual dis-
counted subscription is currently £36.60, and you will be notified in writing of

[ | B. DIRECT DEBIT

Payment instruction to bank/Building Society
Originators Identification No: 930895

@

PROFESSIONALS TOO

Roughly a third of the membership of WRITERS
NEWS have been earning at least part of their liveli-
hood from writing for years. They include authors,
freelance journalists, editors and agents. Their ver-
dict is that there is nothing like WRITERS NEWS
for information and advice.

PERSONAL HELPLINE

Both magazines have special question-and-answer fea-
tures. In WRITING MAGAZINE, several themes are
chosen each issue. But for members there is special
interest and value in Helpline which answers individ-
ual questions and adds comments both from ourselves
and other writers. Even bestselling writers say they
always learn something extra.

SPECIAL MARKET NEWS

If one of our many ingredients stands out above the
rest, it must be our market news... pages and pages of
it making up the first half of WRITERS NEWS every
month. A team of reporters bring you the latest market
opportunities, developments in the world of book pub-
lishing, magazines and broadcasting, details of a host of
competitions, awards and other financial opportunities
and forthcoming events. There is no other service for
writers even vaguely comparable.

CASH PRIZES GALORE

Both magazines run an extensive competition pro-
gramme, but this is naturally greater for our members
who, for example, have exclusive entry to a free com-
petition every month and the greater number of com-
petitions with £1,000 first prizes and trophies (plus
substantial runner-up awards) available to them.
Many readers have already started successful writing
careers through winning.

ALWAYS A FRIEND

Join WRITERS NEWS, enjoy the two-magazine
package, and you will never again be on your own.
You will enjoy sharing the experience of others, the
results of our extensive research and investigations,
interviews and personality pieces... as well as the
solid advice from people who practice what they
preach and have a zest for communication. Many
readers tell us they drop everything when the latest
issue pops through the letterbox.

BOOST YOUR
CREATIVITY - ONLY
83 PER MAGAZINE

DIRECT
Debit

YOUR VERY
SPECIAL
OFFER

1. To the Manager
Ref No

Complete A or B
in the subscrip-

Overseas. Offers A and B cost £15 for the trial subscription as above but this
includes free enrolment in the British Overseas Writers Circle with its own
Newsletter. The annual discounted subscription for Europe inc Eire is cur-

2. Account in the Name of

Bank/Building Society

tion form and for

the £10 charged | THE comprerg GUIDE

saccountNo. [ [ [ [ T[T 1]
Sort code Uu — uu T IJLJ

Address

4. Instruction to Bank/Building Society

Postcode

« | will inform you in writing if | wish to cancel this instruction.

D A. CREDIT CARD (visa or Access/Mastercard)

| authorise you to debit my credit card as above.

make a refund.

5. Signed Date

« linstruct you to pay Direct Debits from my account at the request of WRITERS NEWS LTD.
« The amounts are variable and may be debited on various dates. | understand that
WRITERS NEWS LTD may change the amounts and dates only after giving me prior notice.

« lunderstand that if any direct debit is paid which breaks the terms of this instruction, you will

now you will TO BECOMING A
enjoy two mag- | SUCCESSFUL AUTHOR
azines each

month for six

you a chance to
cancel within seven days of receiving
the last of the six monthly packages. If
you decide to continue your member-
ship, enjoy a saving of £5 off the
annual subscription each year. (You
can of course cancel at any time.) And
we will be pleased to send you a free
copy of How to Write a Million, pub-
lished at £9.99 and possibly the most

1. Please tick box D Visa D Access/Mastercard D Amex

2Cudto [ [ [T T JTTTTTTTTTT]

Please return the completed form to:

Expiry date DD —DD

3. Signed

WRITERS NEWS LIMITED,
PO Box 4, Nairn IV12 4HU
Phone 01667 454441 Fax 01667 454401

e m e ————

inspiring writing book ever. As a new
subscriber (and this also applies to
those completing part C on the sub-
scription form and opting to pay the full
annual subscription) you will also be
eligible to enter the annual new mem-
bers’ short-story competition with a
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AT TENTION PCW USERS, TIME TO MOVE FORWARD? woua you ixe:

a computer that operates at 10 times the speed of a PCW?
* a printer that prints up to 3 pages a minute almost silently and produces near lazer quality print?
* Locoscript Professional 2 software which operates just like locoscript on PCWs but is more powerful, with extra print
capability, built in mouse driver, professional layout features including scanning capability and built in database?
* amachine which is fully IBM/DOS and Windows compatible?
* the ability to transfer your old PCW files to allow you to continue using them on the new computer?
e acomputer which is easily upgradable with options to add a colour monitor, extra memory, larger hard drive and even
faster processor all at a price which won’t break the Bank?
* to deal with a Company which can make this transition as painless as possible including free data transfer and excellent

part exchange offers?

THE MICROFIX WPC 386 WILL DO ALL THIS AND MORE (see back page for details)

NATIONW EPAIR SERVICI
APPROVED AMSTRAD
SERVI( f "ENTRE

— while you wait/same day service available
— on site service (ad hoc and contract)

— low rates/3 month guarantee

— collection/delivery arranged

SPECIAL OFFERS

PCW8256
FIXED LABOUR AND PARTS CHARGE

89.00
PCW9512

DRIVE OR CPU FAULT 119.00
PCW9512 PRINTERS  3s.00

PC MICROFIX CARRY AN
EXTENSIVE RANGE OF
AMSTRAD SPARES AND

CONSUMABLES

PLEASE CALL IF YOU DO NOT SEE

THE ITEM REQUIRED

PRINTERS
INK JET
CANON BJ10SX 149.00
CANON BJ200 229.00
CANON BJ230 299.00
CANON BJ330 399.00
HEWLETT PACKARD 520 239.00
HEWLETT PACKARD 500C  259.00
HEWLETT PACKARD 550C  429.00
EPSOM STYLUS 800 195.00
ILAZER PRINTERS
HEWLETT PACKARD 4L 449.00
PANASONIC 4410 499.00

DOTMATRIX PRINTERS

SPECIAL OFFERS
Reconditioned PCW9512 Printers covered
by 6 month warranty 49.00
New PCW9512 Sheetfeeders 20.00
RECONDITIONED SYSTEMS
PCW8256 195.00
PCW8512 255.00
PCW9512 with 3" drive 250.00
PCW9512 with 3.5" drive 250.00
PCW9512 with Canon

BJ10sx Printer (new) 419.00

LIMITED OFFER
WHILE STOCKS LAST

PCW 10 with dot matrix printer 299.00

EPSOM LX400 109.00
EPSOM LQ100 179.00
PANASONIC 1170 9 PIN 99.00
CITIZEN SWIFT 200 189.00

All printer supplied with standard cable. Advice and support
given to PCW users wishing to add an alternative printer to their
system.

LOCOMOTIVE PRODUCTS

LOCO PROFESSIONAL 2 (PC) 89.00

LOCO EASY (PC) 39.00
LOCO3 UPGRADE PCW 25.49
LOCO3 PRINTER SUPPORT PACK
21.49
LOCOLINK 29.00

POWER PACK 51.00

AMSTRAD SPARES
ITEM PURCH EXCH
8256 A DRIVE 3" 69.00  55.00
9512 A DRIVE 3" 109.00  90.00
8512 B DRIVE 3" 109.00  90.00
9512+ DRIVE 3.5" 90.00 -
8256 LOGIC CPU 57.00  43.00
8512 LOGIC CPU 94.00  75.00
9512 EOGICIERY! 175.00 102.00
9512+ LOGIC CPU 182.00 126.00
9256 LOGIC CPU 75.00  59.00
9512 HAMMER/

ARMATURE 5.00

8256/8512 HEAD (M) 59.00
8256/8512 HEAD (S) 45.00
PCW 3.5 DRIVE

UPGRADE KIT 89.00
8256 TRACTOR 22.00
9512 TRACTOR 15.50

9512 KEYBOARD ASS  37.00

DISC TRANSFER SERVICE FROM 3"
TO 3.5" ALSO FROM PCW FORMAT
TO IBM FORMAT




Step up to a

‘. better System

DATATWIN 8 or DATATWIN 9 with cable remote control £185  From the lowest price simple non-switchable 3.5
The ultimate in 3.5” drive conversions, for people who envisage

using 3 discs for as long as possible. They can be switched at drive at £65, to the ultimate in ﬂoppy disc drives

any time, to use any two drives from those for the PCW, the self- powered DATATWIN

available. For convenience the switches are

brought out to a small box that with cable remote control at £185, you can

sits next to the keyboard. ) A i3

Includes built in power choose the price and facility level that

supply as standard. suits ~ you.  Similarly ~ WITH

4. SWITCHABLE DRIVES YOU CAN

DATATWIN 8 & CHOOSE WHETHER TO KEEP

DATATWIN 9 £165 :

The DATATWINS are the complete floppy conversion. They AND RUN YOUR EXISTING
~ leave 3” drives accessible. Can copy existing 3” software and run

it entirely on 3.5” or you can upgrade and run new 3.5” software. SOFTWARE OR UPGRADE

Easy backups of 720K discs from one drive to another in either T You: ‘change -~.your

size. Includes built in power supply as standard.

software for the facilities it
3. offers not just because
DATADUAL 8 (8256/8512) £110 g
The DATADUAL 8 is a unique drive. It can, at the you change your drive.
press of a button change from being drive ‘A’ to
become drive ‘B’. It means that an 8256/8512 Send for our FREE
user can have access to 3” 180K discs or 3.5 4
180K or 3.5” 720K discs without changing leaflet on which
their software. 3.7 :

disc drive to

2. choose.
DATADUAL 9 (9512) £110

The DATADUAL 9 can at the touch of a button be drive ‘A’ or

drive ‘B’ and the 9512 “3”’ drive always becomes it’s opposite.

This makes copying 3” to 3.5” discs easier using Locoscript. You
can copy your existing software to 3.5 and boot from it. A light
shows which is ‘A’ to avoid back up mistakes.

1.

3.5” SWITCHABLE DRIVE £75

Leave your 3” drive in place and switch between the two. You
can copy your own software to 3.5” and change over to 3.5” in
your own time. Can be ordered as an alternative ‘A’ or an
alternative ‘B’.

3.5” DRIVE NON SWITCHABLE £65

Ordered as an ‘A’ or a ‘B’ drive. Just unplug the corresponding

3” drive and plug on the cable extension. The ‘A’ drive will need
either new 3.5” software or your existing 3” software copied for
you.

OPTIONS

Built in power supply £15: Locoscript 3 £37: CPM 1.15 or 2.15 £7.50
Pinboard Computers Ltd jgom
Unit 9 Bondor Business Centre, London Road, £}
Baldock, Herts SG7 6NG

Prices fully inclusive UK
Callers welcome Monday to Friday — Easy Parking

Telephone and HELPLINE 01462 894410 FAX 01462 894460
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34 COLOUR ON A BUDGET

The new Seikosha SL-96 dot matrix with
colour capability comes under the microscope
plus a colour labeller package from SD
Microsystems

FOCUS ON LOCOSCRIPT

37 LocoCLinic

Once again it’s Liz Bruce with a wide range
of queries from readers which she solves in
no time at all

TUTORIAL GUIDES
14 FIRST STEPS

What else can go wrong in a computing
environment? A plague of locusts? Not quite,

but this series tells you how to cope with
unexpected problems

18 LocoMaiL

More help and information from Hazel
Underwood on this powerful LocoScript add-
on - plus a disk offer

26 TAKE A LETTER

Our resident scribe Stephen Wells explores
more aspects of the perfect - and not so perfect
- business letter

A Worp FrRom THE

READERS" SPECIALS

43 Buy, suyl

Take advantage of our special offers and
enhance your computing power

('SPECIAL FEATURES
22 THE HOME OFFICE

More from expert Dave Oborne on the

)

potential of using your computer to work
from home

24 InsTANT REecaLL

An interview with David Landers who devised
the Instant Recall package written in LocoMail

46 BROUGHT TO BOODK

Two pages of book reviews - plus a rundown of
the Creative Writing package for the PCW and PC

A48 Writers NEews

An interview with the editor David St John
Thomas plus a look at how his magazines can
help you get into print

(GETTING TECHNICAL )

56 CP/M CoRrner

Dave Greenhough dips into his postbag to
answer a selection of readers’ questions

EDITOR

In This Issue

62 MS-DOS Corner

More on the PC’s operating system - including
a simple menu routine

12 Grue NoOTICEBOARD

What’s on round the computer clubs? This is
where to come to find out

29 Ger 11 WriTEl

Marian Hardless interviews a writer of school
textbooks and serves up her regular helping of
advice and support for the budding writer

66 Back Page

The Facts File deals with our Cover Story -
it’s a complete checklist on punctuation for
you to keep

Mike Freemantle
- page 29

For our cover story this month, I've
chosen our series on good writing style.
We take the view that this aspect of
word processing is one of the most
important and at the same time sadly
neglected of all. There are pages of
help and information on the
technicalities of word processing: there
certainly is a key role which they play,
otherwise no one would be able to
master the mechanics of the system.

But there is hardly anything in the
computing press about how to master
the English language at all levels,
without which there is no point in
learning about the technical aspects
of the system.

For this reason, we have given style
a high profile, and we have started off
looking at the details of punctuation,
which are often overlooked. At the
same time, Stephen Wells is writing
an entertaining series for us on
business letters and the right form
of words to use.

Colour printing

It never ceases to amaze me how the
price of hardware is tumbling. When |
had a BBC micro, which cost - if |
remember correctly - around four
hundred pounds at prices as they stood
fifteen years ago - the price tag on a
disk drive was a couple of hundred
pounds.

Now you can get disk drives for the
PCW - or any other machine for that
matter - at well under a hundred
pounds, and all the other bits and pieces
that go to make up a computing system
are costing less by the week, it seems.

The most remarkable price drop has
been in the cost of printers, and it's
been matched by a parallel increase in
quality, ease of use and features. The
Seikosha colour machine we're looking
at this month costs under two hundred
pounds.

| did a little dip into my archives of
past issues of computer magazines I've
been involved with, and found that we

would be talking over three hundred
pounds at 1987 prices to get a macho
24-pin machine. Colour was unheard of.

The technology is getting cheaper and
cheaper and at the same time more and
more powerful. | sometimes wonder if
these huge advances in computing for
all are outstripping our ability to cope
with them. There are worrying signs on
the Internet, for example, of the
information superhighway being used for
purposes which have the potential to be
extremely destructive: from child
pornography to terrorist details.

Every advance has the potential for
good or ill, and it's up to us to police the
system and ensure that the positive
outstrips the negative.

Rex Last

4
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NeWS Focus

Wordsmith

+The

The range of PC computers from
Wordsmith for 1995 has been further
enhanced, and bears the ergonomic needs
of writers and office users in mind. The
system consists of a PC plus a printer and
word processing software from LocoScript.

Key features include a top of the range
Cherry 102-key UK keyboard, which should
be of great benefit to users who input large
amounts of data. There is now a low radia-
tion monitor of a type now recommended
for those who spend long periods at the
computer.

Each of the 386 and 486 systems avail-

PC Range+

able comes bundled with LocoScript
Professional 2 Plus and an Epson
Stylus 400 or 800+ inkjet printer.
Windows 3.1 is available as an extra
with the 386 machines, and comes
as standard with the 486.

Should you wish to upgrade or expand,
each Wordsmith PC has two spare disk
bays for the inclusion of CD Rom or back-
up drives. A faxxmodem can be fitted at the
time of ordering.

The computers are also available with-
out the printer or LocoScript. All comput-
ers have a one year full parts and labour

This is the Wordsmith 486/800 System. The printer is the
Spson Stylus 800+ inkjet. There is a choice of normal
desktop case or mini-tower - both are illustrated here.

warranty. On-site and extended warranties
are also available.

The 386/400 system costs £895 and
the 486/800 costs £1159. For further infor-
mation, contact Wordsmith Computer
Systems, St George House, Hill Street,
Birmingham B5 4NE. Tel: 0121 4408141.
Fax: 0121 4408303.

+++New Colourjet+++

+++A Taxing

Time+ + +

Derek Rogers Professional Software have
upgraded their Total Tax package to deal with
the tax year just ending (1994-5). This is the
tax year for which most people will soon be fill-
ing in a tax return, and shortly thereafter many
will be receiving assessments.

Total Tax helps with both these processes.
The hardest part of checking your assessment is
knowing what it ought to be. Total Tax removes
the uncertainty by calculating it for you. This
makes it easy for you to challenge any discrep-
ancy in the Inland Revenue assessment.

It also lets you see the effect of choosing var-
ious tax options, such as transfer of allowances
between spouses. And, as far as your tax return
is concerned, it saves you having to enter the
same information year after year. Much of the
information on the tax return is the same each
year, and Total Tax stores it for you.

Total Tax runs on all PCW models as well as
on the PC. The price is £29.95 inclusive of VAT,
post and packing, but if you bought it last year,
you can upgrade to this year's version for only
£12.92 inclusive. Total Tax can be obtained from
Derek Rogers Professional Software, 21 Hamilton
Drive, Glasgow G12 8DN. Tel: 0141 3348902.

The Colourjet Master from Integrex.
Another new contendef in the budget
printing stakes.

reproduction with significantly
lower running costs, the
Colourjet Master is able to
print on a wide variety of paper
stock, including plain and
coated A4 cut sheet paper,
envelopes, labels and trans-
parencies.

Easy to install and use, the
printer offers 300 x 300 dpi
resolution in colour and 600 x
300 dpi resolution in black, to
provide quality graphics and
text. Of robust construction
with a duty cycle up to 2000
pages per month and operating
speeds varying between 2.5 to
7 minutes per colour page, the
printer is efficiently fed from a

There's another contender in the
increasingly competitive world of bud-
get colour printers. UK printing and
scanning specialist, Integrex Systems
Ltd, has launched the new Integrex
Colourjet Master, offering the latest in
thermal inkjet technology.

Combining vivid high quality colour

built-in 150 sheet feeder.

The Integrex Colourjet Master is
available at an introductory price of
only £249, plus VAT and carriage. An
optional extended three-year warranty
is available. Integrex Systems Ltd,

Church Gresley, Swadlincote,
Derbyshire DE11 9PT. Tel: 01283
550880.
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Moving your
LocoScript files to
a Windows
wordprocessor...

It's as easy as

ransferring your
LocoScript
documents to a
Windows
wordprocessor is easy with
new LocoLink for Windows.

This linking cable and
software transfers and
converts your LocoScript*
files straight into all the
popular Windows
wordprocessors — such as
Word for Windows, Ami
Pro or WordPerfect for
Windows. And we haven’t
forgotten you if you're a
LocoFile user. You can
transfer LocoFile datafiles to
dBase or Fox Pro for
Windows.

Moving files with LocoLink
for Windows is very flexible.
Once the cable is plugged
into your PCW and PC, and
the software loaded, you can
transfer and convert from
just one file to whole discs.

LocoLink for Windows gives
you a one-step transfer
straight from LocoScript to
the file-type of the Windows
wordprocessor. And as you'd
expect we've made it easy to
use — no complicated
instructions and there’s
on-screen help too!

So now when you move to a
PC with a Windows
wordprocessor, you don’t
have to leave your LocoScript
documents behind on your
PCW or re-type them.

LocoLink for Windows is
available now and costs just
£69.95 including VAT and
delivery.

To order your copy fill in the
coupon below. Or phone Tina
Knights on 01306 747756 to
place your order. For more
information about LocoLink
for Windows just tick the box
on the coupon and post to
Locomotive Software.

* LocoLink for Windows will convert all LocoScript files. It will convert LocoScript |, 2
and 3 PCW files as well as LocoScript PC, PC Easy and “*“Script Professional files. If you
would like more information please call Locomotive Software.
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Please tick
l:l Please send me Locolink For Windows

Details of your PCW (Please tick)
D 3 Drive A D 3/ Drive A
[ UK model PCW

Name

D US/German model PCW

Please contact Locomotive Software if you are unsure.

D Please send me more information on Locolink For Windows

Address

Postcode

Payment details:

g of information
will be of interest to you

Please return to:

TK

Signature

Phone no

D Cheque or Postal Order, payable to Locomotive Software

[ Credit card. Please debit my
Visa/ Access/MasterCard/ Delta

Exp date




+++Scanning & Printing+++

Epson has announced that it is offer-
ing the definitive Scanning and Printing
book at just £12.50, half the RRP price.

This one-stop scanning and printing
‘bible’ written by Anton and Peter
Kammermeier, cover the complete desk-
top publishing process from the scan-
ning of pictures through to photosetting
and printing.

It details everything from types of
scanners to scanning pictures from video
cameras. There are also printing hints
and tips.

Commenting on the offer, Treve
Wearne, Epson Systems marketing man-
ager, said: ‘This offer echoes our com-
et mitment to comprehensive and clear IT
Anton HLI Peter Ramme training. We use this book extensively on
our renowned theory of scanning training
courses.’

A half price copy can be obtained by
faxing your address and credit card details
to Yvonne Myhill at Epson UK, fax number
01442 227412.

+++Total

Recall+.++

Instant Recall from David Landers is
now available for the PC versions of
LocoScript as well as across the PCW
range. The price is £9.50 inclusive.
For further details contact David
Landers, Garden Cottage, Brinkburn,
Longframlington, Morpeth,
Northumberland NE65 8AR. Tel: 0166
5570662. See also the interview with
David Landers on page 24 of this issue.

+++New Catalogue+ + +

DGC Software have just released a new the user in search of a brain-teasing game

catalogue of software of all shapes and to relax with to a guide to using the new

sizes for the PCW. facilities of LocoScript 3. And there is a
Just under 35 different items are on five pounds off voucher for orders over

offer, from games to BASIC extensions, £25, and double that for orders over £40.

Clip Art to the well-received Essential For your free copy, write to DGC Software,

Guides series. 12 Stonecroft, Eccleshill, Bradford BD2 2HW
There’s something for everyone, from or telephone 01274 636475.

Sample screens from leisure and educational items in the new DGC Software catalogue

Your Dominoes ...

S0

Use the cursor keys to move/ENTER to select/C=can't go/B=quit

The Essential Guide to
Hriting for Profit

etry
Publishing Yourself
Extras

Sources of Help
e

A version of dominoes from the popular Top
Twenty Games disk

Use the cursor keys to hlﬁhlxght the prngfan required
ess_the RETORN key to select
Press the EXIT key to quit this prograa

DGC Software

The main menu of the Writing for Profit guide

Can’t add up? Try the Ultimate Sums disk.

+++Whatever
the

Weather+ + +

Rowansoft report a lot of interest in
their neat little Weatherman program.
Feed in the current weather details, and
it will tell you which way the wind will
be blowing - and if it's going to rain,
shine or snow.

The boat handling simulation pro-
gram Cast Off is also still available, and
Rowansoft also offer disk or file transfer
facilities and data recovery. For further
details contact Rowansoft, Rowancraig,
Ardfern, by Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31
8QN. Tel: 01852 500257.
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000000000 OCOEOEONOGOEOEOGEEOS®EOSEOSOSIO
The products announced in the news
pages are for the information of readers.
Inclusion or exclusion of a particular
product does not constitute a positive
recommendation for that product.

Our policy is to provide the widest
possible information on all new hardware,
software and other relevant products for
the PCW and for the PC and related
equipment.

Give us a mention
When you reply to advertisers, do tell them
that you saw their product or service adver-

tised here in LocoScript User magazine.



Programs,

Rocket The Spreadsheet £44.90
"As close to perfect as PCW Spreadsheets
get" - PCW Plus. Over 5 times as much
space as other spreadsheets. Very quick.
Easy to use. User-friendly manual.
Brilliant graphics.

Rocket Plus NEW! £49.95
The Locoscript 2/3 pop-up Spreadsheet.
As Rocket above, but hidden in 256K RAM
until required. No re-booting. Now with
Screen-Saver.

Flipper 3 £34.90
Loads two or more pop-up programs at once
(memory permitting, up to eight with a 1.5M
RamPac). Switches instantly between
Locoscript 2/3 & CP/M.

Foreword £34.90
The Ideas Processor. Ideal for authors. A
fast easy to use editor for heavy duty typing,
with an outliner. 20/20 - 8000 Plus.

- Links NC100, PCs, modems etc. Two way
file transfer. Easy to use, with serial
interface, program, manual and all cables.
Already have a PRO/CPS interface? Cables
and software only £24.95

NEW! PROLINK+ 512K* £99
- As ProLink Plus above, but with 512K RAM
and Printer Interface.

Printer Packages Jrom £199
Canon BJ10sx Bubblejet. Small quiet and
fast. Laser quality text and graphics £199.
With MiniPrint interface, cable and
Locoscript 3 & Printer Support Pack just
£269. With 512K plus interface, cable
CP/M upgrade, printer test, Locoscript 3,
and Printer Support Pack - just £299.

Modem Package £169
2400 Baud modem, ProLink Plus interface,
manual and easy to use E-mail software.

upgrade & printer test. Ideal for PCW9256
M £85, 1.5M £109, subject to

LocoScript 3 £39.95 vailability. - fnagxh Mod%mdPtaackage e tf:zsg
LocoScrip Spe speed data communication for E-
5 £ Z u £49.95 mail. Fax direct from disk. Receive onto
LocoScript 3 + File £54.95 plain paper or ‘cjiisk téoth Mi:)dems fare
Printer Support fc £24.95 - BABT approve and include free
i s introductory membership to CompuServe
PcWOffice NEW! £99 el s

The complete Locomotive business pack.
Locoscript 3 + LocoFile + Mail + pop-up
Spreadsheet (Rocket + Flipper). Separately
costs £170!

The supplied 3.5" CP/M Disk and FIB
Files are essential for 3.5" Drive A and
switchable kits. Without them you will
only be able to use your 3.5" 720K drive as
an inferior 180K Drive A. N.B. Most
|programs and all of your data can be
| copied onto 3.5" disks with the software
supplied (Locoscript 1 as 180K only).

| FD-8 Internal 3.5" 720K Drive £85
- | May be manually set to be Drive A or B.

FD-8SW software switchable £99 |
Will software switch allowing you to boot |
up from either drive. g

SPECIAL OFFERS
Limited stock of 3” disks.
Guaranteed top quality & new.
Box of 10 £24.95

Buy a 3.5” Disc Drive and get
Rocket, Flipper or ForeWord
for half-price.

PCW 9512 Drives

Locoscript, most programs and all of your
dtaa can easily be copied onto 3.5" disks.

3 Inch Drive Adaptor £5
Makes old 3" A Drive become Drive B

£95

FD 8A TWIN case
‘| A 8.5” Drive A in a special internal TWIN |
|case that can hold a second 3.5" disk|
| drive. Tools included for modification to|
| PCW case. iz
| FD-8A+B. TWIN DRIVE £145 |
As above with second 3.5” drive

FD-9 Replacement Drive A or B £85
Internal 3.5” drive replaces 3” Drive A or B

PCW8512 Only:
FD-8512SW SuperDrive: :
The perfect answer for the 8512 owner!|
Remove your 180K 3” drive and fit our 3.5”
switchable drive. Now you have two 720K
drives, one 3” and one 3.5” and you can boot
up from either one. £105

Drive Accessories :
10 TDK disks + Box. £8 |
when ordered with drive. (Separately (£10)

PCW2DOS PC Transfer software with drive £4 |
(Separately (£9) Needs 3,4" Drive B.

SCA /\l\l\.:co\:_\_l_g;_rv_

FD-9SW software switchable £99
As above but will software switch. Boot
up from either drive.

G [TY
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Regulars

+++Club News+ + +

Scotwest PCW Crus

We have just received a copy of the latest newsletter, including
an impassioned defence of the CP/M prompt, and a useful
exchange and mart feature of software and hardware for the
benefit of members.

For more details of the Club, contact David Williams, 324 Carfin
Street, New Stevenston, Motherwell ML1 4JL. Tel: 01698 732403.
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Heaps oF THE VALLEYS

The Club newsletter for March contains information on comms,
how to sort out gummed up matrix printers, and resolves that old
argument as to what the M in CP/M actually stands for. As we have
always maintained, it stands for ‘microprocessor’.

Membership fees have remained stable at £10 per annum over
the last three years, and the annual sub is now due. Meetings are
on the first Friday of each month at 7.30 pm at Birchacre, Croes
Bychan, Liwydcoed. For further information contact Roy Underwood
(Tel: 01685 874972) or Anthony Hill (Tel: 01222 618012).

CrawLey PCW Grus

The Club continues to prosper, with its next meeting due on 1
June. Silicon City will give a talk on installing a 3.5 inch internal
drive. On 6 July, there will be an extra meeting, the topic for which
has yet to be arranged.

For further details contact Secretary John Fisher, ‘Pradines’, Four
Elms Road, Edenbridge TN8 6AF. Tel: 01732 863062. Meetings are on
the first Thursday in each month (except July and August) at 8pm,
Christ Church (United Reformed), Three Bridges, Crawley.

Leens AmsTRAD PCW Crus

A little while ago, we invited Paul Newmark of Leeds Amstrad PCW
Club to write in and give us a potted history of his Club. Here is the
result.

This informal and friendly group of PCW owners goes back to
1991, when Simon Mitchell and Dennis Major wished to meet
other PCW users. At that time, there were three or four PCW mag-
azines, and they featured news of PCW clubs. Following an invita-
tion through the pages of the magazines, a meeting was held in
Leeds in April 1991 at Dennis’ house.

A dozen or so PCW owners turned up. At that meeting, Paul
Newmark volunteered his house for meetings until such time as
more space would be required. The intention was to keep the
atmosphere informal, by calling themselves a ‘group of friends,
interested in the PCW'.

There were to be no committee meetings, or read any minutes
of previous meetings, and the like. Normally, meetings are used for
solving PCW problems, gathering round two or three PCWs for
demonstrations. Occasionally, an outside speaker is invited.

Over the years the membership has grown, with attendances
peaking at well over twenty. Now the Club meets at the Adel Club
in North Leeds, on the first Monday of each month. Members come
as far away as Goole in the east and Rochdale in the west. We levy
no membership fee, but just charge a small amount to meet the
room hire and refreshments.

New members are always welcome. Contact Paul Newmark, 18
Caythorpe Road, Leeds LS16 SHW. Tel: 0113 275576.

Soutn Essex PCW Crus

The Club’s next meeting will take place on 11 May. This will be in
the form of a seminar on Mallard BASIC by Nick Chaundy, who lec-
tures on BASIC programming at Loughton College.

The date of the meeting has been put back by a week because
of the local elections. The June meeting is scheduled for the first
of the month, when Mike Elliston returns to continue his explo-
ration of CP/M.

Meetings take place on the first Thursday every month at 7.30
pm at the Basildon Centre, Pagel Mead, Basildon. For further details
contact Secretary Jim French, 14 Wheatfield Way, Basildon SS16 6SN.
Tel: 01268 415255.

We have to grovel a little to Ansible Information for getting
our telephone numbers in a twist in our news item last
month. Apologies for any inconvenience caused. The correct
address and number should: read Ansible Information, 94
London Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 5AU. Tel: 01424
719739.

Are you in? If your computer club doesn’t get a mention on this page, simply write to us at our editorial address, giving details of your
organisation, how to contact its offices, where and when it meets, and - if you have one - a copy of your magazine or newsletter. We

shall be delighted to incorporate any information you wish to offer, including photographs if they are of sufficient quality.
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The Highest
Quality Products
& Service

ME TO THE EXPERTS

We were producing bootable 3.5” disc drives when the
magazines and the major software companies were still
saying it was not possible. Now the inevitable demise of
the 3" disc approaches, they realise that the future of the
PCW lies in 3.5”.

Thousands of happy users have realised that the
conversion to 3.5” can be simply accomplished at their
own speed and with no changes to their familiar software,
by fitting a switchable drive; leaving them free to
concentrate on their work, knowing that they have the
security of identical 3" and 3.5” systems and knowing that
they can upgrade their software as and when they want to
for genuine reasons — not just because they changed their
disc shape.

A PINBOARD COMPUTERS ADD-ON 3.5” SWITCHABLE
DRIVE PROVIDES EXTRA FACILITIES NOT INSTEAD OF.
Flexibility — Expandibility — Upgrade Ability — Easier to fit
- No cutting or filing the case — No bodging to get a 3.5”
pint in 3" pot. Leave the existing drives where they are —
still in use and add a smart custome-made unit outside.
The cables just ‘Piggy-Back’ onto the 3" drives. All drives
unplug for easy transit.

Copy your existing software to your new drive and run.
Drives are upgradeable — e.g. send us your single 3.5"
drive and wel will rebuild it intc a twin unit.

BUILT IN POWER SUPPLY OPTION

After the demise of the 3” disc and the 3” drives the next
component to need attention in your PCW, to keep it going
will probably be the power supply. All our external drives
can be supplied with their own power to lessen the load
on the PCW Power Supply.

THE BEST DOES NOT COST THE MOST

Add up the items and compare our prices e.g. to
upgrade from an 8256 3” ‘A’ running LOCOSCRIPT 1
toa 3.5" ‘A’ drive plus LOCOSCRIPT 3 plus a CPM/FIB
upgrade disc TOTAL PRICE £109.50

To upgrade a PCW already on LOCOSCRIPT 3 requires a
switchable ‘A’ drive TOTAL PRICE £75.00

Telephone and fax support at normal rates, fitting
services, disc transfer services, help with Locomotive and
Non-Locomotive software and repair facilities all adds up
to the best 3.5” drive upgrade you can buy.

FREE INFORMATION LEAFLET

Fortunately choosing which disc drive suits your needs
best is harder than buying, fitting or using it, so send for
our free information leaflet on disc drives.

£110.00

DATADUAL 8 (8256/8512)
DATADUAL 9 (9512) £110.00

DATADUALS’s are single drives that work as either an ‘A
drive or a ‘B’ drive and still allow access to all 3" drives or
another 3.5” or 5.25” drive. With no new software you can
copy start-up and data to 3.5”.

The DATADUAL 8 can work as two drives even if it is the
only drive left on the system. It can copy files or complete
3” ‘A’ or ‘B’ discs to 3.5” or copy files from 3" ‘A’ to 3.5”
‘B’ and vice versa. As an ‘A’ drive it can run 180K copies
of your existing single sided software and at the touch of
a button it is a 720K ‘B’ drive. Alternatively you can
upgrade to new 720K ‘A’ software.

DATADUAL 9’s on single drive 9512’s change the internal
drive from ‘A’ to ‘B’ when the DATADUAL is set as ‘A’ so
copying can be done from 3” to 3.5” in LOCOSCRIPT.
DATADUAL’s have forward facing controls; indicator lamps
to show when set as ‘A" and on 8256/8512’s in single
sided mode, which side of an ‘A" 183K disc is in use.

TRADE ORDERS
WELCOME

9. UL
9. UL
30.0U

Complete 3.5" con-
version. Two disk drives
and a power supply in
one case (104mm wide
55 high x 235 deep).
Your PCW can run any
combination of 3" or
3.5". (Reviewed in the
October 1992 PCW
PLUS ‘DOUBLE
DECKER" and Feb 1992
"OPEN DRAWING" how
to fit guides).
With your DATATWIN
you copy your existing
software (Both 'A" and
'B') to 3.5" and you only
need to use your 3" occasionally again. Because you can change from 3"
to 3.5" any time without rebooting, you can load from one and save to the
other. The ‘A" drive can run either as a 183 K single sided duplicate of your
old 3" or as a 720K 'A" drive, with the new LOCOMOTIVE upgrades and
LOCOSCRIPT 3.
The whole package is only about the price you can pay for one internal 3'
'B". If you think you may be swapping from 3" to 3.5" for some time then
for an extra £20.00 a DATATWIN can be supplied with a cable remote
control unit to sit beside your keyboard with the switches and indicator
lamps on. The DATATWIN NSP is a non switchable unit with no PSU, which
replaces the original drives completely with two external 3.5" drives, and
only run 3.5" software.

3.5"'B' DRIVES AND ‘A" DRIVE SWITCHABLES

EXTERNAL 3.5" DRIVE NON SWITCHABLE. Just 26mm
high and normally used as 'B' drive it can. later on, be
simply altered to become drive ‘A" if the internal drive ‘A’
fails and is disconnected. £65.00
EXTERNAL 3.5" DRIVE SWITCHABLE. between a 3"
internal drivce. They can be ordered as alternative ‘A" or
alternative 'B' but cannot be both. £75.00
DRIVE UPGRADES

DATADUAL to a DATATWIN

PINBOARD 3.5" 'B' drives to a DATADUAL
Most other 3.5" 'B' drives to a DATADUAL
PINBOARD 3.5" 'B' drive to a DATATWIN
Most other 3.5" 'B' drives to a DATATWIN

CONFIDENTIAL DISK TRANSFER SEIWIBS

The price includes the 3.5” disk and return postage.

The contents of the files is not displayed during copying.
3" CPM T0 3.5" CPM

3" CPM TO 3.5" MSDOS

EXTRA FOR RETURNING DOS FILES

ON 1.44 MEG HD DISK

£70.00
£45.00

LOCOSCRIPT FILES MADE INTO ASCII
@ 20P PER FILE.

REPAIRS AND SPARES

We repair PCW’s down to component level. If you cannot call we
can have your faulty computer picked up and returned by carrier
for an additional £30.00

We can also supply spares and exchange parts.

FITTING SERVICES

We can fit our own or other equipment to your PCW. For example
we can fit an internal 3.5” drive, or Sprinter, or a hard drive for
£20.00

We can also supply and/or fit Sprinters and Insyders, Gems etc.

Unit 9, Bondor Business Centre,

London Road, Baldock, HERTS SG7 6NG
Telephone (01462) 894410

Fax (01462) 894460

Prices fully inclusive U.K.

CALLERS WELCOME MONDAY TO FRIDAY
EAST PARKING

Access
3

PINBOARD COMPUTERS : -+~

“WYSIWYP” — What you see is what you pay — Includes VAT & UK Carriage

on 3.5” drives

REFURBISHED EXCHANGE 3” DISK DRIVES
- 3 MONTHS WARRAY

Exchange 3” ‘A’ drive for 8256/8512 £50.00
If we are out of stock of exchange drives, we may be
able to repair your own economically.

HP DESKJET 520 £270

THE HEWLETT PACKARD DESKJET 520, 600 x 300 DPI
HP DESKJET 520 (inc. cable, courier & VAT)  £270.00
INK REFILLS for HP DESKJET (2 fills) £18.00

CANON BJ10 SX BUBBLEJET £190

40/50 SHEET CUT SHEET FEEDER FOR CANON BJ10EX/SX ~ £57.00
CANON BC-01 INK CARTRIDGE FOR BJ10'S
INKJET REFILLS (2 FILLS PER PACK)

DOT MATRIX PRINTERS

PANASONIC KXP 1150 9 pin Printer
PANASONIC KXP 2135 24 pin Printer

£149.00
£169.00

PRINTER/DATA/VIDEO SHARING SWITCHES (BI-DIRECTIONAL)

MANUAL 270 1 £15.00 MANUAL 4 70 1
£25.00

MANUAL CROSSOVER 2 X 2

PARALLEL PRINTER CABLES (25 WAY to 36 WAY)

2M £6.00 3M £7.00 5M £12.00 10M £15.00

36 WAY CENTRONICS TO CENTRONICS

2M £6.00 3M £9.00 5M £12.00 10M £15.00

8256/8512 PRINTER EXTENSION CABLES £9.00

9512 DAISY WHEEL EXTENSION CABLES £12.50

KEYBOARD EXTENSION CABLES

PRINTER RIBBONS 8256 £3.60 each or 3 for £9.00
9512 £2.50 each or 5 for ~ £10.00
CIRTECH PARALLEL PRINTER INTERFACE with cable £30.00
SPEEDPRINT parallel PRINTER INTERFACE WITH BUFFER
256K BUFFER £60.00 512K BUFFER
£75.00
SCA RAMPAC 512K £64.00: 1 MEG £85.00: 1.5 MEG £109.00
SCA MINIRAM 512K £49.00: 1 MEG £79.00: 1.5 MEG £104.00
SCA RAMPAC PLUS'S 512k £79.00: 1 MEG £99.00:
1.5 MEG £124.00
SCA MINIRAM PLUS'S 512K £59.00:
1.5 MEG £109.00 (all with CPM 1.15)

1 MEG £85.00:

3.5” DS/DD “Rapid” disks with labels £6.50 per hox of 10
3.5"/3" lockable disk boxes (3.5” capacity in brackets)

(to hold 50) £6.50 (to hold 100) £7.50
CPM1.15 (3.5" disk only) (needed for 3.5" MD Network)

LOCOMOTIVE PRODUCTS

LOCOSCRIPT 3 £37.00 LOCO 3 with LOCOSPELL
LOCO 3 with LOCOFILE £47.00 LOCOFONT
LOCOMOTIVE POWER PACK

2 IN 1 DISK MSDOS/CPM FILE TRANSFER

PUBLIC DOMAIN DISK £3.00

MANY USEFUL UTILITIES FOR DISK COPYING AND FILE
TRANSFER INCLUDING SWITCH.COM FOR USING 180K
3" DISKS AFTER BOOTING 720K 3.5" CPM

THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL OFFERS

WIN the National Lottery. A program to mathematically calculate your
lucky numbers from your personal data. Keep records of numbers,
longest loosing sequences, most used numbers and tailors your
entry to the most likely format.

Introductory Offer £5.00
Limited Stocks: Locoscript 3 Upgrade 3" 8256/8512 £20.00

SECOND HAND CORNER

Refurbished 9512’s rebuilt with 32" internal disc drive,
equivalent to 9512+,

Sold with warranty £169.36 + VAT £199
2nd hand PCW'’s from £125 + VAT
2nd hand PCXT's from £60 PC AT’s from £90 + VAT

NEW LOWER PRICES FOR OUR 3.5” DISK DRIVES AND DRIVE UPGRADES




Tutorial Guide

A plague

0f locusts?

Our beginners’ series continues to explore all those nasty
things that can go wrong in your computing environment

‘ ren’t you being too pessimistic?’
asked one of my colleagues when I
went round the office asking what
people thought the perils of comput-
ing might be. ‘Fire, flood, light-

ning?’ one of them responded. ‘What about

a plague of locusts or an invasion from

outer space?’

As I keep repeating ad nauseam, there’s
nothing so boring as security of any kind -
until something goes disastrously wrong for
you. Precautions aren’t something you can
take after the event. And accidents aren’t
things that just happen to other people.

So I make no apology for continuing with
my words of doom - if it saves even one of
you from a loss of data or equipment, it will
be well worthwhile. There’s no point in say-
ing: ‘But I'm just a home user. It’s different
in an office environment.’

Oh no it isn’t: fire is just as hot, water just
as wet, lightning just as striking in the home
as it is elsewhere. So let’s take a look at some

+Safety Tip+

If you are not using the computer for
some time, particularly if you are going to
be out of the -house, say, on holiday, do
disconnect the computer from the mains.

That also applies to any equipment
linked to the computer: printer, modem,
or whatever.
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simple measures to help protect you against
disaster. We look this time at fire, flood and
lightning. The killer bees from outer space
will have to wait until another time.

Fire! FIRe!

Here’s a simple fire prevention checklist:

Smoke detectors: Install an appropriate num-
ber in the right locations and test them regu-
larly. Put a note in your diary to test the
alarm on the first day of every month.

Do note, though, that an electrical fire in
computing equipment can cause serious dam-
age before the detector senses it.

It has been proved time and again that
smoke alarms save lives, and they can often
save equipment, too.

Extinguishers and blankets: For electrical
fires, carbon dioxide or Halon extinguishers
are recommended. Dry powder can cause
more damage to sensitive electronic equip-
ment than it prevents.

Never use water on an electrical fire. A
sprinkler system is not recommended. A fire
blanket is also valuable to help to localise the
outbreak and starve the flames of oxygen.

Fire traps: Perform a visual check of the loca-
tion where computer equipment is installed.
Piles of discarded continuous stationery adja-
cent to cables or computers, boxes full of
paper and documents, or simply an untidy
clutter are all potential danger points.

Smoking: I personally would ban all smoking
in a computing environment, for health reasons
as well as to minimise the risk of fire from dis-
carded cigarette ends and smouldering match-
es. There’s also no evidence that smoking is
good for computers, either.

Data storage: When the location is unattended,
disks and other storage media should, if it is
considered necessary, be stored in a fireproof
data safe. Backups should be taken regularly
and stored at a different site. A metal filing
cabinet is not sufficient protection.

Heat damage: Fires can be caused by the
gradual build up of temperature in equipment
that is fan-cooled where the vent is blocked in
some way, or if the fan fails. As with all
electrical equipment, computers should be
checked to ensure that there is no clutter round
the fan vent.

Insurance: Check that your home or business
insurance policy offers adequate and appropri-
ate cover. It is surprising how quickly the cost
even of a fairly modest computer installation
can mount up. If you are working from home,
you should have a separate insurance for busi-
ness equipment.

Frooo

Here’s a flood prevention checklist:

Pipes: Are pipes properly cladded against win-
ter freezing conditions?

Taps and valves: Are they functioning properly
- and do you know where they are if you need
to switch off in an emergency?

Two of the government’s
leaflets on fire prevention
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‘ M in M n FOR a profitable writing career, you need knowledge of
: a : e : u ; the many markets for writers — and sound advice on
‘ ' how to write what editors actually want!

& Credits and Interactive Tutorial | Previously, the only answer has been costly courses. Now,
for those with an IBM or compatible PC running Microsoft

r | APEll  Windows™ or an Amstrad PCW, Way Ahead provides a
= comprehensive learning package which costs just £39.99 for

Reader's Letters and Fillers LIt b the PC version and £24.99 for the PCW version!

There are more than 1,000 newspapers in Britain, not to

How to Write Articles | Quiz mention over 8,000 magazines, and many, in some cases
: : most, of their stories and features are provided by
How to Write Short Stories | | R¢11TF2

freelances. Then there are books, theatre, films, TV, radio
; — and the exciting new world of electronic publishing.

. Quiz Only those with market knowledge and the right
techniques will succeed. Creative Writing from Way Ahead

’ !
Part of Creative Writing’s main menu. shows you how! Screenshots are from Microsoft Windows version

WRITING FOR PERFORMANCE

Creative Writing reveals*: ‘

@ How fo write arficles editors want to buy 1 Writing for the Stage

® Secrets of writing saleable short stories

® Best ways to break into TV and Radio
writing

® How to boost your earnings with readers’
letters and fillers

@ How to polish your punctuation, grammar
and spelling

@ How to plan and write a non-fiction book or

novel
X X Start of modull
® How to captivate children and teenagers * - R
with your fiction A typical module menu screen. Click a button to learn a section.
® The challenges and satisfactions of writing
g, ) e e ;Y
poetry I please tick appropriate box

* Due to smaller disk space, PCW version has fewer

sections. However, additional sections are available at
small extra charge. Full details sent with orders.

Please send me a copy of Creative Writing for
Microsoft Windows on 3.5in disks, at £39.99 plus
£2 p&p. | enclose cheque/postal order for £41.99.

Comiplete interactive
course costs only

£39.99

for PC Microsoft Wr j_ t j_ n g

Windows™ version

£24.99

for Amstrad PCW
version, plus £2 P&P.
Send chequeorPOto: | sneemmsresrmr T | ..........c.cieiieaiieneieneeenenaeananetaeetacatnaeensaanans

woyaveod vept s, | N A JANE GRS AT 4

Bratton, Telford, || es sevenseess seveeniess Postcode....................
Shropshire TF5 ONS ELECTRONIC PUBLISHING FOR
Please make YOUR FUTURE
cheques/POs payable
to Way Ahead.

Please send me a copy of Creative Writing for the

Amstrad PCW on 3in [] 3.5in [] disk*, at £24.99
plus £2 p&p. | enclose cheque/postal order for
£26.99.

*Please tick appropriate disk size

from

Send to: Way Ahead. Dept LU1, 27 Woodford
Green, Bratton, Telford, Shropshire TF5 ONS

Telephone enquiries:
0952 243153
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Fires Happen

Of all the risks to property and life, fire
tends to be disregarded more than any
other. Few people who have not seen the
devastating human and physical damage
that can be wrought even by a relatively
small domestic outbreak can really com-
prehend the impact which it can have.

Fire can ruin a business, however well
insured you may be. On the stock and
equipment side, you may well be able to
re-equip without too much difficulty and
find temporary accommodation to continu-
ing operating from. Think, however, of the
effect of losing your entire customer order
list, or, if you are in the software design
business, all the work currently under
development.

Still, fire is something you read about in
the newspaper and see on the evening TV
news. It happens to other people. One day,
however, you might be that other person. It
only takes a combination of factors to bring
about disaster.

Let me offer a brief example from my
own experience. My son, fifteen years old
at the time of the incident, had a bedroom

Location of computer room: If it can be avoided,
do not locate your computing equipment imme-
diately below a suite of toilets or water tank in
the room or loft space above.

Frooo HERe?

Contrary to popular mythology, you do not have
to live on the sea front or on the bank of a river
to be at risk of flooding. Apart from rare natural
disasters such as typhoons, or dams collapsing,
water damage can occur just about anywhere.

All you need is a burst water pipe or a faulty
stop cock valve to create a spectacular amount
of damage. A sprinkler system which malfunc-
tions can be even worse in its effect.

LIGHTNING STRIKE

Of all the hazards a typical computing system
might be exposed to, lightning seems the least
likely to cause damage. Agreed, the possibility
is not strong, but as a former employee in a uni-
versity whose computer systems (including the
PC on my own desk) were seriously damaged
by lightning strike twice in three years, it is a
contingency not to be ignored altogether.

The most immediate danger - apart from
possible secondary damage through lightning-
induced fires - is that of lightning striking
power supply cables or wiring connecting a ter-
minal to a remote computer.

This can and does damage PC equipment,
and one of the more serious side effects of such
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to

Other People

full of computing and MIDI equipment. In
one corner of the room a newly-installed
fused switch box controlled the three-
phase supply to the house, and in the hall
immediately outside the bedroom was a
smoke detector.

At one o’clock in the morning, the fused
box - which, unknown to anyone, had four
separate manufacturing and specification
defects - shorted out, causing the bakelite
to emit fumes and become conductive.

Additionally, the smoke detector in the
hall had developed a defect which caused
the connector to the battery to become
loose. If a relative in the next bedroom had
not been awake and smelled the smoke,
the outcome to life and equipment in that
room, not to say the whole house, would
have been destructive in the extreme.

Fires do happen. They are not inevitably
caused by direct human error at the loca-
tion of the incident, such as falling asleep
with a lighted cigarette or allowing clothing
or curtains to come into contact with an
open heating element. Even the best pre-
ventative measures can fail at times.

damage is that the workshops will most likely
be inundated with similar requests for repairs to
be carried out, and that will cause considerable
delays before your machine is back up and
running.

The solution is simple. At the end of the
working day, ensure that the computer is
unplugged from the mains and from the RS232
cable, if any, which links it to the outside
world.

It is also advisable to power down comput-
ing equipment during an electrical storm, not
only because of the possibility of direct light-
ning damage, but in the event of mains interrup-
tions caused by lightning strikes in the power
distribution system.

A Department of Trade and Industry
Security Awareness case study refers to a mini-
computer installed in an office complex in order
to service payroll and local government and
health service administration needs.

The computer room was struck by lightning
during a violent thunderstorm, and the British
Telecom line connection box was destroyed. A
huge surge of current caused the destruction of
modems, cabling and the backplane of the DEC
computer. The damage was estimated at more
than £100,000.

In this case, the management of the centre
had prudently kept the software and programs
in a fire safe at a different location, which
meant that a contingency agreement to share

other computing facilities elsewhere caused
only a two-day delay before the restoration of
the service.

A less fortunate company, Damart, suffered
slightly less damage in money terms but possi-
bly greater disruption when lightning struck
their NCR on-line system. The main problem
in the case of Damart was the tall chimney
which forms part of their office and factory
complex, and which had only one outlet for
lightning discharge. Lessons learned included
protecting all long cable runs and taking other
preventative measures.

What emerged from the Damart experience
is that although there is a British Standard to
protect individuals and property from lightning,
no such provisions exist for the protection of
electronic equipment. This means that none of
the computing equipment currently on the mar-
ket is necessarily protected against lightning
attack.

The University of Dundee, where lightning
strikes are not unusual, a serious strike
occurred on a September night a few years ago.
It faced a bill of over £2000, plus - much more
importantly - many man-hours of time to repair
the damage.

Over 300 lines to the mainframe computers
were damaged, and several users’ PCs were
damaged. Protection devices would cost over
five times as much as the original damage, and
there is no guarantee that they would be com-
pletely effective.

MELTING BOARDS

Bradford Royal Infirmary’s system crashed
when lightning charges entered the comms line
through the back of the computer, causing cir-
cuit boards to melt and metal cabinet casings to
fuse to connecting plugs.

One of the more unusual aspects of the situ-
ation was that the hospital had moved to NHS
Trust status, and had taken out insurance
against just such a contingency. If it had not
opted out, as Crown Property, it would not
have been possible to insure it, and the hospital
itself would have been faced with a substantial
bill.

As it was, it meant that for a period of near-
ly two months, only a reduced service was
available while waiting for replacement equip-
ment to be delivered.

It is clear that lightning strike is not a com-
mon occurrence, but that reasonable precau-
tions can be taken against it by these means:

® physically disconnecting equipment

from mains and other wiring, including that

to modems

@ taking out the appropriate insurance

@ ensuring that copies of data and programs
are stored in firesafes in a different location

@ and that there is a contingency plan in place
for having access to other computers while
your own are being repaired or replaced. ll



INSTANT RECALL
LocoMail utilities disc

A sophisticated memory-recall
B Calculator, Metric conversion routines,
Calendars, and a useful Accounts
package — for just £9.50 incl.
Instant Recall works with
LocoMail 1, 2 & 3.

Specially for LocoScript users — the Instant Recall
LocoMail disc allows you to access all kinds of desk-
top utilities without leaving your favourite word-
processor. You can then paste the results into a
LocoScript document. Instant Recall features
unbeatable screen presentation — to unleash the full
potential of LocoMail on your computer simply send
a cheque for £9.50, stating 3” or 3.5” disc size.

David Landers,

Garden Cottage, Brinkburn
Longframlington, Morpeth
Northumberland NE65 8AR
Telephone: 0166 557 0662

INSTANT RECALL -

Locomail as you have
never seen it before

I HAVE A SPELL CHEQUER IT CAME WITH MY PC IT

Does your spell chequer make miss takes?

COLLINS ELECTRONIC ENGLISH
DICTIONARY & THESAURUS
.. for the Pite write right word!

@ Instant access to 190,000 definitions containing
3.5 million words of text

@ 16,000 encyclopedic entries including places
plus 14,000 new and updated entries

@ 275,000 synonyms linked to the dictionary
@® Powerful anagram search facility

@ Wildcard or fuzzy search feature (? and *)
@® Boolean search functions (AND, OR, NOT)
@ Includes pronunciation and etymology

@ DOS and Windows versions are supplied both on
diskettes and CD-ROM in one box for IBM compatible
PCs

A REAL DICTIONARY & THESAURUS FOR £49

Price excludes delivery at current Post Office rates.
Price excludes VAT at curent rate.

Electronic Reference
14 Steep Lane ¢ Findon « Worthing
West Sussex « BN14 OUF
Tel 01903 873 555 Fax 01903 873 633

E-mail 1003170.1372@compuserve.com
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Need a fast powerful PC system
with Inkjet printer?

Wordsmith 335400

Specification: 386SX / 40MH - 2MB Ram - 3.5" FD - Mouse
DOS 6.2 - 14" SVGA Colour Monitor - 250MB Hard Disk -
LocoScript Pro 2 plus - Epson Stylus 400 Inkjet Printer - Fully
expandable - Choice of desktop or Mini tower Case

Special offer to LocoScript User readers

Total price: £895 (fully inclusive)
Write or phone for brochure
Wide range of specifications available - eg 486/800+

b fadatato et Lodo)d ) edaled 4 (S ,\“-..L;LH\,J \:\ \\m
e S N SHE JE%
A Davies & Co. St. George House, Hill Street, Birmingham B5 4NE
Dept. LU Tel: 0121 440 8141 Fax: 0121 440 8303
Sole UK Distributors for WORDSMITH™ computers

3.5” DISK DRIVES FOR THE PCW RANGE

OF COMPUTERS

* * CHOOSE THE ‘NO PROBLEM’ ALTERNATIVE * *
NOW AVAILABLE BY EXPRESS-MAIL ORDER INC. NEXT DAY DELIVERY

® PSU Problems? - no problem - External PSUs available!

.Soﬂw(ajre problems? - no problem - all drives available with locomotive FIB files & CP/M
upgrades.

@ Advice problems? - no problem - Technical help line open 7 days a week! Available before
& after purchase.

@ 3" drive failed? - no problem - just replace with direct 3.5” replacement!

@ Lots of existing 3" disks? - no problem! - Quick & cost--effective data transfer software &
services availble.

@ Upgrading to PC? - Need to transfer data to PC??
No problem - free data transfer software available on request, all drives operate at 1.44MB
when used with an AT-compatible computer.

@ Special application?? - no problem - custom configurations available.

@ Faster, quieter top quality TEAC disk drives, no extra software required. Full range of

internal/external drives available.

@ All Existing unprotected 3" software can be transferred to 3.5". SPECIAL OFFER
@ Your 8256/8512 can be upgraded to 720K ‘A’ & '8’ drives, enabling use with Pcw9256  |FOR MAY ONLY!
software. .

@ If you are upgrading to a dual 3" & 3.5” system we would recommend our ‘ABBA’ Drives - 25 U"ha" l]lﬂces
Enabling Quick & Easy transfer of all your software to the 3.5” format. shown:

@ If your 3" drive has failed we supply direct replacements (3.5") to get your system up &

running with the minimum of fuss - all your non-copy protected software can be transferred from 3" to 3.5".

@ Full range of data transfer services available - from only £3.00/disk PC<>PCW, 3"<>3.5".

® We supply fully universal Metalwork which will fit in both the ‘A" and ‘B’ bays - giving you

maximum choice and flexibility.

@ All our drives can be re-configured with the minimum of fuss to run as either A: (Boot) or B:  (Data) and
are easily DIY fitted.

YOUR UPGRADE OPTIONS - 1. 8256 & 8512 USERS The ABBA drive - the ultimate drive for your 9512 -
Internal ‘A’ drive (to replace faulty 3")  INTBA  £79.00  3.5" drive that is normally configured as ‘B’ data drive
Internal ‘B' drive (Upgrade/replacement) INT8B  £79.00  but with a simple flick of a switch acts as ‘A’ (Boot)
External ‘B’ drive (upgrade/replacement) EXT8  £69.00  drive and the existing ‘A’ 3" is configured as a ‘B’
External ‘B’ drive (8512) - switching version (Data) drive. Either drive can act as a boot drive or a

between external 3.5" EXTSHN £85.00  data drive.

The ‘ABBA drive - enabling booting from either existing 3" Internal Version 1-ABBA-9  £89.00
‘A or 3.5" & drives. Fip with a simple toggle switch. External Version E-ABBA-9  £79.00

Internal Version 1-ABBA-8 £89.00 3. 9256+/9512+ USERS

External Version E-ABBA-8 £89.00  External replacement/upgrade  INT+A/B £89.00
RAM upgrade Easy-Fit 256K Ram upgrade for the 8256 External ‘B' plus drive (upgrade) EXTB+ £69.00
RAMUG £15.00  PCW9256 256K RAM Upgrade kit RAM+ £17.00

2. 9512 USERS

Internal ‘A drive (to replace faulty 3")  INT9A ~ £79.00 Full fitting available along with a repairs
Internal ‘B'drive and spares service. Phone for details.
(upgrade/replacement) INT9B  £79.00 Dealers! Join our nationwide Dealer Scheme.
External ‘B drive Contact us for full details and trade pricing.
(upgrade/replacement} EXT8  £69.00

>> FFWD SERVICES >> —
P.O. BOX 55, LUTON, BEDFORDSHIRE LU1 1XG

TEL: (01582) 423885 Fax: (01582) 423295

Proprietor A. Perkins All prices inclusive of VAT & delivery
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Merging with

This month we will be taking a break from
LocoMail’s FILL mode and introducing
MERGE mode which allows a LocoMail
master document to use information stored
on disk in the form of a LocoScript data
document or LocoFile datafile.

We will be describing how to set up a
LocoScript data document containing
names, addresses and telephone numbers,
and then giving examples of LocoMail
master documents that can use these
details to produce standard letters, labels
and lists. H

-Typing it in+

If you are finding it difficult to type in the
examples in this series, we are offering as
a service to our readers an opportunity for
you to acquire all of them on disk from the
February episode of the series up to the
June episode.

Simply send a blank, formatted disk and

four first class stamps to cover post, pro-
cessing-and packing to DGC Software, 12
Stonecroft, Eccleshill, Bradford BD2
2HW. Please indicate clearly which PCW
version of LocoScript you have, or if you
are a PC user. And do remember to include
your own name and address.

Loconal

Hazel Underwood marches on in her exploration of
LocoMail and examines the ins and outs of merging

The Data

Document +

All LocoScript data documents have a special section called a record pattern which
defines the names under which the various details contained in the document are
stored, the order in which they appear and the characters used to separate pieces of
information. This pattern can either be placed at the beginning of the data document
or stored as a separate document.

The data document in our example starts with the record pattern. This shows that
the first line of each record contains the SURNAME followed by a slash and then the
FIRSTNAME. The second line contains the HOMEPHONE and WORKPHONE num-
bers which are also separated by a slash.

The ADDRESS starts on the third line and ends with the end-of-page character
which is used to mark the end of the record. (The end-of-page character is obtained
by pressing F5 and taking the End page here option.)

The three name and address records that follow all stick to the record pattern, in
other words, two names separated by a slash on the first line, phone numbers sepa-
rated by a slash on the second, and the address starting on the third. Although the
home phone number is missing from the third record, the

pattern remains the same. A slash separates the missing
home phone number from the work phone number.

In order to try out the examples given in this article,
you will need to create your own data document. To do

%ﬁggﬂs 2453652
el

this, create a new LocoScript document and type in the
record pattern and name and address details exactly as
they appear in the illustration.

When you have finished press Exit, or F10 for PC users,
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to Finish Edit and return to the Disk Management
Screen.

Note that LocoMail works through the records in the
order in which they are stored on the document. If you

/01&32/3 3&’

nggs &
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are setting up your own data document and intend to use
it to produce an alphabetical list of names and phone
numbers, you will need to ensure that the records are

stored in alphabetical order.
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Our first example of a MERGE document is a standard letter
that needs to be sent out to everyone whose name and address
is stored in the data document. Simple instructions like:

(+Mail) FIRSTNAME (-Mail)

- are used to take the relevant details from the data document
and place them into the letter.

To try out the example, create a new LocoScript document
and type in the letter exactly as it appears in the illustration.
The (+Mail) and (-Mail) codes are obtained by pressing the [+]
or [-] keys followed by the letter M. (On a PC, use the + or -
keys on the numeric pad). Now press Exit, or F10, to Finish
Edit and return to the Disk Management Screen.

With the cursor still on the document you have just created,
press M to use LocoMail in MERGE mode. Move the cursor to
the data document you created in Step 1 and press Enter.

A LocoMail menu will now appear giving you the chance to
check the names of the documents, the print quality and num-

Tutorial Guide

Standard Letter+

ber of copies. Unlike the menu in FILL mode, it will also give
you a choice between having a manual or automatic merge.

As a manual merge gives you the chance to check each
letter before it is printed, leave it on this option for the
present. When you have checked all the details, press Enter
to continue.

The letter should now appear on the screen along with the
name and address details stored in the first record of the data
document. A LocoMail menu will then appear giving you the
chance to edit, print, save or discard the result of this MERGE.

Once you have made your selection, a letter containing the
name and address details from the second record of the data
document will appear on the screen and be followed by the
LocoMail menu as before.

This process of producing a letter and then displaying the
menu will continue until there are no more records, in other
words, LocoMail has reached the end of the data document.
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+Using

All the LocoMail MERGE documents described in this article can
also be used with a LocoFile datafile set up to store the same items
of information. If you are a LocoFile user, you have a distinct advan-
tage when it comes to producing the telephone list; you do not have

to worry about the order in which the records are typed into the
datafile.

If you have set up a SURNAME index in your datafile, you can
call this up from within the LocoMail MERGE document. Simply

Locofile+

add the instruction:

(+Mail) $="SURNAME” (-Mail)
- to the start of the MERGE document to ensure that the list is pro-
duced in alphabetical order of surname. Just by changing this
instruction to:

(+Mail) $="FIRSTNAME” (-Mail)
- you can use the same datafile to produce a list in first name order,
assuming once again that a FIRSTNAME index has been set up.
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This master document has been set up to produce address
labels. Instead of using the Step 2 method of producing and
then printing each label separately, it saves time by producing
labels for all the names and addresses stored in the data doc-
ument before printing them off at the end.

On the first line, the space and carriage return characters
are stored under the names SPACE and RETURN respectively.
The end-of-page character is then stored under ENDOFPAGE.

At the end of the document we have the instructions:

FINISH=1

%LOOP@FINISH
The first instruction tells LocoMail to store a 1 under the name
FINISH. This is followed by a ‘perform until’ instruction which
tells LocoMail to keep repeating the instructions stored under
the name LOOP until it finds that a zero has been stored under
the name FINISH. Thus LocoMail will loop round, first per-
forming the instructions and then checking FINISH, until a
zero is found.

The group of instructions stored under LOOP appears in the
middle of the document. Notice that the name LOOP is fol-
lowed by an equals sign, a quotation mark and a (+Mail) code.
On the next line we have a conditional instruction:

#FIRSTNAME="" AND SURNAME="":<:FINISH=0:>
All conditional instructions follow the same basic pattern; a
condition is followed by an action which is only carried out if
the condition is true. In this case the condition consists of two
parts:

#FIRSTNAME="" AND SURNAME="":

- and literally means ‘if whatever is stored under FIRSTNAME
is equal to nothing AND whatever is stored under SURNAME
is equal to nothing’.

The condition is followed by the action, FINISH=0, which
tells LocoMail to store a zero under the name FINISH. Notice

the <: and :> characters which indicate where the action starts
and where it finishes.

If the condition is true, in other words, both the first name
and surname are missing, LocoMail stores a zero under FIN-
ISH thus stopping the loop. We are assuming that if both the
first name and surname are missing, we have reached the end
of the data document.

If the condition is not true, that is, if LocoMail finds that
either the first name or the surname is present, the number
stored under FINISH is not changed.

On the next line we have another conditional instruction:

#FINISH=1:<:FIRSTNAME : SPACE : SURNAME : RETURN

ADDRESS : ENDOFPAGE: >
This time LocoMail only performs the action if the number
stored under FINISH is still equal to 1.

The action starts with the <: characters. These are followed
by instructions placing the first name, surname and address
into the labels document. The ENDOFPAGE instruction
ensures that the next set of name and address details are
forced onto a new label. The :> characters mark the end of the
action.

The $+ instruction on the next line tells LocoMail to go on
to the next record in the data document. This is followed by
the a (-Mail) code, quotation mark and pair of (-Mail) and
(+Mail) codes which mark the end of the group.

To try out this example, create a new LocoScript document
and type in the instructions exactly as shown in the illustra-
tion. Remember to select a paper-type suitable for the labels
you intend to use.

Now merge this document with the data document created
in Step 1. Once all the name and address details have been
placed into the labels document, LocoMail will move on to the
closing menu so that the labels can be printed.
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PUNEORS! From disk

to book ...
+ SEND FOR INFORMATION ON THIS \V. V(o do it all,

MOST COST-EFFECTIVE AND HONEST

ROUTE FOR SELF-PUBLISHING We produce books, booklets, manuals and cat-

alogues. The latest technology means lower
set up costs which gives clients the benefit of
short runs at lower prices.

FRIENDLY AND STRAIGHTFORWARD
APPROACH TO PUBLICATION,
PROMOTION AND DISTRIBUTION

FROM MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION TO B We import text from your WP disk. No
COVER DESIGN, WHATEVER YOUR re-keying costs. M Expert design and typesetting

NEEDS CONTACT: service to ensure a quality product. M Print direct
from CRC or Postscript™, if required. M Call-off
June Weller in batches if you need to. Spend less. No waste.

TWM Publishing W Low-cost .re—prints = FA.ST. W Revise text

berween re-prints, and keep right up to date.
12 Horseshoe Park

Pangbourne, ’ (0 1 753) W/’

Berkshire

RG8 7JW 857349 "‘

The

Tel: 0734 844337 99-101 St. Leonard’s Road, ghert Run
Fax: 0734 844339 \Windsor, SL4 3BZ Print Company
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A revolution in storage technology!

Flash Drive is a brand new type of disk storage device for the PCW. It is a completely silent, solid state disk drive
designed to get your favourite PCW programs up and running in a few seconds.

All you need do is copy your existing PCW start of day disks (LocoScript and CP/M) onto Flash Drive (using the easy to
use software supplied) and it is ready for imnmediate use! Flash drive will startup LocoScript and/or CP/M in a fraction of
the time of a slow floppy disk drive! And there is more! You can also use Flash Drive to store your most useful phrases,
fonts and any other commonly used data files - making them all instantly available any time you need them. Flash Drive
is fully compatible with LocoScript (v2.56 and v3.06 onwards), the Network, MicroDesign and all standard CP/M programs
(using CP/M v1.15/2.15 or higher). Flash Drive is available with a capacity of 1024K (nearly one and a half times the size
of a PCW floppy drive) OR with a massive 2048K for power users!

Flash Drive is a miniature add-on pack that simply plugs onto the
expansion port of any PCW model. It is based upon a brand new state of
the art nonvolatile memory technology for the ultimate in reliability.

Flash Drive prices start at an amazing £65 for the 1024K model - only £95 Perfectlng the PC W’

for the 2048K model! An optional feed through version for attaching ..., i1, Lorketond Stbice, Hew
additional expansion packs is £15 extra inc. MELROSE, TDG ORU Tel: 0835 823896 Fax: 0835 822471

For a full ca“u‘ioo call
‘a 0835 6238686 ‘@
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lelecottage

| TELECOTTAGE
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ASSOCIATION

ork is one of those four-letter words
that can mean both pain and pleasure.
For many it implies drudgery, bore-
dom and oppression. It’s something to
be endured for a large part of our
lives, and many look forward to its end.

But at the same time there are few of us
who, given the opportunity not to work, would
actually take up the option (even with
limitless funds to keep you in the luxury to
which you had become accustomed during
your working days).

In short, despite its negative connotations,
work is something we all need to do. For most
of us productive activity is central to our exis-
tence - we need it in order to show that we’re
worth something.

+Faxback+

The Telecottage Association operates a
faxback service for the latest information
about the Association. Simply dial 01279

432747, with your fax machine connect-
ed, and follow the instructions to select
document number 191.
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Expert Dave Oborne continues exploring the
growing phenomenon of working from home

with your computer

WoRK WE MUST

OK, so we’re in a bind. We feel we have to
work, but at the same time we don’t want to do
it. In cases like this what do you do to retain
your sanity? Well, as I suggested in last
month’s article, you might try cutting out one
of the major irritants of our modern working
society - having to travel to work each day.

For a large majority of us - the majority is
actually larger than you think - it’s perfectly
possible to carry out large chunks of our work-
ing activities at home or in some kind of centre
that is totally removed (geographically) from
the central organisation.

No more travelling to work each day, and
the buzz-word for it is telematics. By using
very basic communication facilities like the
telephone and fax machine, probably linked up
to a personal computer of some kind, and
maybe with a printer hanging around some-
where, your work can be transported to you -
rather than you having to commute somewhere
else to do your daily drudge.

Over the past couple of years, teleworking
has hit us and the clever ones amongst us have
realised how easy it is to shuffle off at least
some of the mortal toils that disrupt our lives.

THE IDEAL WORKPLACE

Unfortunately, though, there’s no such place as
Utopia. You've probably guessed already that

for many this idyllic scenario is far from possi-
ble. It requires at the very least two things: first

that you do the kind of job that can be worked
at a distance from your central organisation
(and use telematic systems to bridge the gap),
and secondly that you have the basic equip-
ment necessary to do the communicating.

Well, the first problem is not actually as
much of a problem as you may think. Most
jobs contain elements that involve communi-
cating information in some way or another.

No one suggests that you would work at a
distance from the central organisation all the
time - just on days and at times when you want
to do the kinds of jobs that are amenable to
teleworking. But we’ll look in more detail at
this part of the vicious circle in another article.

No, the main problem facing most potential
teleworkers starts at in the beginning, with the
equipment side of things. Acquiring the ‘right’
computer, knowing how to connect the com-
puter and printer to the telephone system so
that you can send information down it, making
sure that the telephone technology is up to the
job, and so on.

These are the initial problems facing the
tentative teleworker. And if you want to engage
the service of mobile telematics so that you can
work on the move, as it were, or from different
places, well..!

Paradoxically, given the world’s sophisti-
cation in information engineering, ‘infra-
structural’ issues like these can make
or break any fledgling attempts to start tele-
working operations.



TELECOTTAGE TECHNOLOGY

But don’t despair. As with most things in life
there are people out there who can help you on
your way. In the case of teleworking, your first
port of call may well be to talk to a telecottage
in your area.

What are these? Simply put they are infor-
mation technology centres that are often locat-
ed in rural parts of the country. They provide
users with all of the facilities that they’re likely
to need to conduct their business: computers,
software, printers, fax machines, and network-
ing capabilities.

Many are even connected up to the world-
wide telephone network with ISDN, which
stands for the high tech cabling systems that
enable complex documents and images to be
transported around the globe in matters of min-
utes.

Fully functional telecottages, in short, pro-
vide a kind of half-way house between work-
ing in the central office and working at home.
At the same time they provide the hardware,
software and training support that users often
need to move into teleworking in a bigger way.

Currently there are about 130 telecottages
dotted around the UK and Ireland, most of
them being concentrated in the more rural
areas of the countries like mid and west Wales
and the South West of England.

Many are privately operated while others
have been developed as part of rural and other
enterprise consortia that have got together to

The cover of a recent issue
of Teleworker

encourage work to an area. Remember, tele-
working brings work to people and it reduces
the need for people to travel to work.

There’s even a thriving association that was
set up a few years ago to help telecottages and
their putative users realise the potential of tele-
working. Along with advice when needed, and
their bi-monthly magazine Teleworker, the
Telecottage Association provides training
courses dealing with such skills as IT and
business studies.

In addition, sponsored by such companies
and organisations as BT, the Rural
Development Commission, the National Rural
Enterprise Centre, Apple Computer, Kays
and Co., and the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation, a few years ago the telecottage
Association appointed the country’s first
Teleworking Advisor.

A teleworker himself, Alan Denbigh has
developed an information and referral service
for both existing and prospective telecottages
and teleworkers. Having contact with a wide
range of different projects and organisations
means that he is well-placed to comment on
the common experiences and factors affecting
the development of telecottages in the UK.

ON THE PLUS SIDE

So telecottages provide an easy route to tele-
working for people who, because of their job,
location, or access to facilities wouldn’t neces-
sarily have had the opportunity to start this new
way of working. But the telecottage
movement represents more than just
the passive provision of much need-
ed facilities.
By being community-based organ-
isations they often become part of
the life and work of the communi-
ty itself. They can provide a focal
point for community-based activi-
ties, advice and support.

From this stems other advan-
tages. The informality of tele-
cottage existence can lead to

reduced techno-fear among
users and to increased oppor-
tunities for technological
expansion.

By taking advantage of
informal training and assis-
tance opportunities, for
example, the initial phobias
that surround both the low
and the high tech use of

telematics can be reduced

and even removed alto-
gether.
Indeed, these training
possibilities themselves
can lead to other poten-
tial benefits, like
increased employment
opportunities. One

(::S pecial Feature

Alan Denbigh of the Telecottage Association,
editor of Teleworking

telecottage in North Wales, for example, Antur
Tanat Cain (Antur is the Welsh for Enterprise)
which is based in Llangedwyn, Clwyd, has
been in operation for over 12 years.

Over the past few years it has been
providing employment training for members
of the local community in Information
Technology, with part of the course including
paid work entering data for ICL computers.
ATC, therefore, offers teleworking in training
and practice.

So telecottages can provide some very real
value-added features to the community. They
are not just somewhere for work, though they
can be invaluable in facilitating work.

They are not just a place were you can find
the right equipment to telework, though they
can provide the most up-to-date equipment
without the costs of purchasing it up-front.
And they are not just centres for community
cohesion, though they can certainly help to
bring people together.

Telecottages are all of these things together.
For the budding teleworker who wants to dip
the proverbial appendage into the water they
provide an ideal halfway house. For the
technophobe they provide an opportunity to
learn that technology isn’t the great Satan after
all. And for the community they can provide
opportunities for cohesion and advancement
that few other enterprise initiatives can match.

FURTHER DETAILS

The Telecottage Association can be contacted
at The Other Cottage, Shortwood, Nailsworth,
Gloucestershire. Freephone 0800 616008.
Alan Denbigh can be contacted at the
Telecottage Association and on CompuServe:
100272,3137@compuserve.com. l
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We asked Bill Ratcliffe to interview
David Landers to persuade him to tell
us how he put the Instant Recall

routines together

isks containing LocoMail routines appear

from time to time - although the pro-

gram’s inherent limitations ensure that

this isn’t exactly a crowded market sec-

tor. We asked David Landers, Instant
Recall’s author, why he had chosen to follow
the LocoMail route.

David Landers: I use my PCW as a writer’s tool,
and I like LocoScript - it may not be as fast as
some other word processors, but it suits me fine.
Unfortunately though, since LocoScript on the
PCW isn’t compatible with CP/M, it means that
you're locked into this finite world.

There are all sorts of utilities available in
CP/M and BASIC - but very little for
LocoScript. However, LocoMail offers a possi-
ble way out, being effectively a programming
language in its own right.

I’d played around with LocoMail for years;

stant Recall+

The Instant Recall disk is a series of rou-
tines using the facilities of LocoMail,
including a calculator, metric conversion
routines, calendars, and a useful accounts
package. It's available for PCW and PC
users of LocoScript. David Landers is the
brains behind the program and we thought
it would be interesting to ask him how and
why he devised these ingenious routines.

There’s also a hint of a new version of
Instant Recall, Instant Recall 2, with vari-
ous barcharts, schedules, cascade dia-
grams and the like. Instant Recall costs
£9.95 and is available from David Landers,
Garden Cottage, Brinkburn, Longframlington,
Morpeth, Northumberland NE65 8AR. Tel:
0166 5570662.
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producing rou-
tines for merg-
ing with
LocoFile
datafiles, and
so on. I'd also
written some
fill routines

as desktop
utilities -
including a
simple calculator and a couple of
metric converters.

These were primarily to help me in my
work as a motoring writer - it’s handy to be
able to pop into LocoMail and calculate engine
capacities, compression ratios and suchlike. I
copy and paste the results into LocoScript doc-
uments, which saves time when preparing tech-
nical articles.

Bill Ratcliffe: Calculators and metric converters
are already available for LocoMail - so why
write your own?

David Landers: I was aware that there were
other LocoMail utilities on the market. In fact,
I’d used a couple of them - and, to be frank, I
didn’t find them that impressive. For instance:
metric converters that allow you to do one con-
version and then chuck you out of the program.

The calculator that I tried forced you to
choose whether you wanted to add, subtract,
multiply or divide - and thereafter wouldn’t let
you do anything else. I needed something more
sophisticated.

My own routines eventually worked quite
well, so I decided to polish them up and offer
them for sale. I completed a little Accounts
Package that I'd been experimenting with,
and I also wrote some full-year calendars -
concentrating on good screen presentation
in particular.

A screen dump of

sorts: one of the few tricks which

Instant Recall can't persuade LocoMail to
perform - yet!

ON-SCREEN MAGIC

Bill Ratcliffe: ‘Instant Recall’s screen presenta-
tion is nothing like ‘normal’ LocoMail. Can
you tell us more about it?’

David Landers: LocoScript’s screen facilities
are available in LocoMail, so there’s no excuse
for routines to look primitive. However, I've
developed certain techniques that don’t seem to
have been used before - they exploit
LocoMail’s ‘prompt text’ facility.

As you know, a LocoMail keyboard-input
instruction can include a semicolon followed
by text. The text appears on screen as a
prompt, which is discarded once a response has
been made to the instruction.

This prompt can consist of any valid
LocoScript characters, plus most word process-
ing markers (apart from a Return, which would
signal the end of the instruction). By using the
(UniT) code instead of a Return - and by
including underline characters, tabs, (ReV)
codes and so on - the prompt text can be
moulded into pretty much anything you like.

It can become a menu, for example. It’s



LocoScripl

even possible to create a reasonable replica
of a LocoScript dialogue box - where the
answer to the prompt is actually typed within
the box itself.

HiDE AND SEEK
Bill Ratcliffe: The Instant Recall routines don’t

appear to contain any conventional LocoMail
commands. Presumably they are hidden?

David Landers: Yes, that’s something I've
being trying to achieve for ages - those lines
of code crawling all over the screen aren’t
strictly necessary. When LocoMail is used in
‘Fill” mode, you can make it store its instruc-
tions in memory, in LocoScript’s edit buffer.

Having defined any necessary values, all
the commands are written as program units.
These will be nested loops, of course,
featuring conditional commands linked to user
inputs, for anything other than the most
basic routines.

Finally, you tell LocoMail to run the main
program loop while the relevant test condition
remains true. That’s the (+Mail) % loop @
test (-Mail) - ‘perform loop at test’ - type of
instruction.

What happens is that LocoMail reads
through the routine - storing its commands -
until it hits the very last ‘perform loop’ com-
mand. From then on, it works entirely from
the memorised instructions.

Bill Ratcliffe: But that’s a standard LocoMail
procedure - and you’d still expect to see the
commands as theyre read.

David Landers: Special LocoScript layouts
ensure that the commands are off screen when
LocoMail reads them. If you edit an Instant
Recall v1.10 routine, you’ll see that the right
margin has been pushed out - the commands
are all there, but you're never aware of them
because theyre not normally visible.

However, this created a new problem: with
the screen staying blank while the routine
loaded, you tended to think that the computer
had crashed! But by changing layouts at cer-
tain points, and experimenting with the
(+Mail) ; comment (-Mail) facility, I was able
to include suitable ‘Loading... please wait’
messages, to reassure users.’

CLEVER ACCOUNTS

Bill Ratcliffe: The Accounts Package
involves a Merge as well as a Fill. Perhaps
you can talk us through the procedure and
explain the thinking behind it.

David Landers: The intention was to produce
a fairly straightforward credit/debit system
that would provide a bank balance when it
was fed information from (say) cheque book
and paying-in book stubs.

As well as automating the arithmetic, I
wanted to include a text description of each
transaction - not just its cheque or slip num-
ber. The final result being a printed state-
ment that would be more informative than
the bank’s ‘official’ monthly statement.

The easiest route would have been to
demand that all the information be entered
in a single session at the end of the state-
ment period - one Fill document would then
have sufficed.

But that wouldn’t have been a very useful
system - most people, naturally enough,
want to know their bank balance part-way
through the month. In other words, they
need the flexibility to be able to input
data and obtain a current balance at any time
- which makes the programming task more
difficult.

Bill Ratcliffe: It implies that data has to be
stored and then accessed at a later stage -
something that’s tricky to arrange in
LocoMail.

David Landers: Initially, I tried to design a
Fill routine that saved the data and then
actually re-wrote itself for the next session.
It can be done, but the user has to be
instructed, via screen prompts, to tap in vari-
ous LocoMail codes. There seemed to be
potential for operator error, so I opted for a
safer, (albeit more pedestrian), method.

My Fill routine asks the user whether this
is the first session of that particular account-
ing period. If the answer is [Y], account
information is requested - account number,
balance carried forward and so on.

The routine then writes a LocoMail
Record Pattern at the head of the document,
followed by that account information.

(Suecial Feature

Transaction details are now requested - date,
description, credit or debit, amount, and so
on. This is on a ‘More?’ loop, and each
transaction is added to the data accumulating
below the Record Pattern.

The Record Pattern and its related data
conform to the familiar ‘item” ‘separator’
‘item’ ‘separator’ ‘item’ terminator’ format.
When the filled document is saved, this is all
it contains.

Or, I should say, it’s all that it is meant to
contain! One or two superfluous processing
codes crept in, but they don’t affect any-
thing. The saved document is, therefore, a
standard LocoMail Data file which can be
Merged with the Master form file.

Bill Ratcliffe: Which, in turn, produces a
bank statement giving the balance at that
point. What about subsequent sessions,
though?

David Landers: The user answers [N] to the
‘First session?’ question. That triggers a
conditional command which bypasses the
account information section - so the routine
jumps to the transaction section.

No Record Pattern is written this time,
just transaction data. Obviously, the newly
filled document can’t be Merged in isolation
- it needs to be added to the earlier Data file
containing the previous transactions plus the
all-important Record Pattern.

LocoScript’s ‘Insert text’ facility is used
to add the new data to the end of the first
file. This is done whenever further transac-
tions are recorded - thereby keeping the file
up to date and allowing a new statement to
be obtained (by Merging) at any stage.’

Why tTwo versions?

Bill Ratcliffe: Buyers receive two versions of
Instant Recall - LocoScript/Mail 1 and 2.
Why is that?

David Landers: Compatibility. I’d written the
routines in LocoScript 2, intending that
LocoScript 3 users would convert the files by
editing. Unfortunately, though, certain fea-
tures didn’t transfer - and I found that very
early versions of LocoScript 2 could also hit
problems.

So it made sense to cover the field by
duplicating the routines in LocoScript 1.
Most LocoScript 2 users will be able to
access the original routines.

Everyone else uses the LocoScript 1 rou-
tines - either directly (LocoMail v1 users) or
indirectly, via an edit conversion.

Bill Ratcliffe: Thank you for explaining about
Instant Recall. It all sounds pretty ingenious
to me. I wonder if there are any other users
out there who have persuaded LocoMail to
jump through interesting hoops? B
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A well-worn phrase

Stephen Wells helps you create
effective business correspondence on

ou may have thought me simplistic in

this series when I've harped on about the
importance of writing letters which you
would like to receive. Sooner said than

done, you say.
Well, you can start right there and ask

yourself if you can rephrase ‘sooner said than

done’. Look at the adjacent list of cliches.

They became over-used phrases because they
had an immediate attraction in the first place.

They still have uses today.
A good advertising slogan is often more
easily remembered if it’s based on a cliche.

Politicians love them because their audiences

are familiar with them, making it easier to
establish a passing rapport.

The man on the street, interviewed for the

first time on television, can be forgiven for

starting every sentence with, ‘at the end of the

day’. He’s under pressure in an unfamiliar
situation.

But the business letter writer has time to
stop and custom-design a phrase which will
convey a personal thought more accurately.

Bear in mind that a cliche which has a
positive association for you, may have a

your word processor

should avoid being flippant. There’s a family
story about my father. Years ago, he worked
for British Petroleum as a regional sales
representative.

He had to write a report that one of his
customers had died. On the end he added, ‘no
flowers by request’. This whimsy was not
appreciated at head office and he was cautioned
about it.

SLIP OF THE TONGUE

It’s hard enough to clear up the mess after
slipping in a conversational barb, but a letter
can lie on file for years and remind the recipient
of your insensitivity, tastelessness or even
unintended cruelty.

And what about those personal matters
which can’t be ignored? Actually, good

+++50 Clichés

Letters are much more interesting to read if they avoid clichés. By all means include
them in your first draft if they help you to write faster. But the delight of a word
processor like LocoScript is that you can repeatedly fine tune your work, replacing the
hackneyed phrase with something more stimulating.

A phrase would never have become a cliché if it wasn't a good choice of words

P Saying

manners recommends that they are. You may be
writing to confirm details of a sale made over
lunch with an important client. During the
meal, your client confided that he has suffered
some personal tragedy. You really like the chap
and feel sympathy for his situation.

The best thing to do is ignore the matter
entirely in the business letter. But either enclose
a short, personal note as written from one friend
to another, or phone him a few days later and
express your feelings verbally.

It is also important to be clear. I recently
received a notice of a meeting of a local
association to be held on a certain date: no
mention of a time, nor location, nor a phone
number. After several phone calls, I traced the
writer who explained, ‘Our meetings are always
at The Red Cross Hall at 7.30pm.”

To Rephrase++ +

negative one for your reader. If nothing else, he
or she may think you boring and unimaginative.

A letter represents you. In the same way that
you make friends by being friendly to others,
the best way to approach the creation of an
effective letter is to enjoy writing it.

Two ToP TIPS

The two best tips I can give you to turn writing
from a chore into a pleasurable activity are to
write often (my daily exercise walk is to a post
box a mile away) and to develop a new interest
in the English language.

You can probably distinguish between a
metaphor and a simile. But do you know the
difference between a euphemism and a
euphuism, for example? A mnemonic and an
acronym? The other adjacent panel offers a
guide to fifty types of speech. Think of them as
some of the tools of the trade, although some
are tools left over from grandfather’s day.

Although it’s important to be friendly, one
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originally. But that’s no excuse to borrow it. You can take a delight in creating your own
fresh phrases. Have a go with this collection of not so bons mots:

All things considered
At the end of the day
Auspicious occasion
Blanket coverage
Blissful ignorance

But | digress

Callow youth

Call the shots

Cast of thousands

Dark horse

Despite misgivings
Doom and gloom merchants
Drives me up the wall
Eternally in your debt
Every stage of the game
Fine-tooth comb

Finger of suspicion

Golden opportunity
Ground to a halt

High and dry

Horns of a dilemma
Ill-gotten gains

Jump on the band wagon
Just not on

Keep your head above water
Knocked into a cocked hat
Large as life

Living in the Dark Ages
Long arm of the law

Make a killing

Method in his madness
Not a scrap of evidence
Not to put too fine a point
upon it

Older and wiser

Own worst enemy

Palpable nonsense

Part and parcel

Prime candidate

Rings a bell

Roll out the red carpet
Skin of our teeth

Splendid isolation

Suffer in silence

This day and age

To all intents and purposes
Up to his neck in debt
Utter rubbish

Wedded bliss

Without fear of contradiction
X marks the spot




The company that is NUMBER ONE for PCW 3.5" disc drives bring you . . .

EVERY DRIVE YOU’LL EVER NEED

INTERNAL DRIVES
INTERNAL ABBA 9

Designed particularly for those users who have a
‘dicky’ 3" A: drive or those who are worried that
their 3" A: drive is getting the worse for wear, the
ABBA drive is the ideal solution. The ABBA drive
is installed in the right hand drive bay of your
PCW9512. Its incorporated ABBA switch allows it
to be logically swapped over with the 3" A: drive so
that your 3.5" drive becomes your A: drive and your
3" drive becomes your B: drive. You can then boot
up from whichever drive you prefer, depending on
the position of the ABBA switch. You can copy all
your 3" discs to 3.5" discs so that if your 3" drive
fails you do not lose any valuable data.

Our internal drive for the PCW9512 is designed to
be installed into either the right hand or left hand
drive bay of your PCW and incorporates a switch so
that you can select whether you wish to install it as
an A: drive or a B: drive. When fitted as a

B: drive you can copy all your 3" discs to

3.5" and then should your 3" A: drive fail

itis a simple task to change it to a 3.5" A:

drive. You will be up and running again in

no time at all.

INTERNAL £79.95

Our internal drive for the PCW 8256/8512
is designed to fitin either the top or bottom
drive bay of your PCW and incorporates a
switch so that you can select whether you
wish to fitit as an A: drive or a B: drive. If
it is fitted as a B: drive you can copy all
your 3" discs to 3.5" discs then should
your 3" A: drive fail it is a simple task to
change your 3’5" drive to an A: drive. We
will copy your Start of Day discs for you,
FREE OF CHARGE to enable you to boot
up from your 3.5" disc drive. You will be
up and running again in no time at all.

ABBA 8 DRIVE £89.95

The ABBA 8 drive, INTERNAL or EXTERNAL,
is effectively a FOUR IN ONE drive. (1) Initially it
is a B drive, used in conjunction with your 3" A
drive, and will format to 720K. (2) It can also be used
asaSWITCHABLE ‘A’ DRIVE, allowing copying
between the 3" A drive and 3.5" A drive. (3) It can
be used asa 3.5" bootable A drive and then switched
to become a 720K B drive. (4) When replacing a 3"
A drive in a PCW8512 it will work as a
SWITCHABLE ‘B’ DRIVE, allowing copying
between the 3" B drive and the 3.5" B drive. The
Internal model is designed to fit in the bottom drive
bay, butif preferred can be fitted in the top drive bay.

256k RAM Upgrade

Our 256K RAM upgrade kit, to increase the size
of your M: drive, is suitable for the PCW8256
and PcW 9256, an will substantially increase the
working capacity of your computer. The kit
comes with full ‘step by step’ fitting instructions
so that the non technical user can cope. The PcW
upgrade is not supplied with “an essential
spanner”. We find that a small pair of pliers can
do the job equally as well.

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME

We have industry standard 3.5" disc drives to suit
your every PCW need. We have internals and
externals, basic types nd switchable types and we
have them for all PCW and PcW models. All our
3.5" drives incorporate the world renowned TEAC
1.44Mb mechanism to ensure the maximum
reliability. To further assure you we also offer our
unique 2 year RTB guarantee. All our drives are
designed and manufactured ‘in house’ to suit your
needs and use only top quality parts and materials.
They are supplied with full ‘step by step’ fitting
instructions so that even the non technical user can
fit them. In the unlikely event of difficulty we have
a very experienced technical help line to assist with
your queries. Our external drives take their power
from the 12 volt line for reliability and are housed in
Imm sturdy steel cases and finished in a fine ivory
texture. External power supplies can be supplied
and fitted if preferred. All our external drives detach
outside the PCW for ease of transportation and to
allow them to be used on other computers e.g. PCs.
We supply extension lead adaptors for this purpose.

Special
MFD1E

EXTERNAL DISC DRIVE

£39. 508

The specification for this drive is the same as our
MFD1 but without the cable break, and is powered
from the 5 volt line of the computer. This will not
cause any harm to your computer.

'WE STILL USE TOP QUALITY TEAC MECHANISMS

PC1512/1640 3.5" Disc Drives

We make a full range of 3.5" disc drives, Hard
Drives, and memory upgrade kits for the Amstrad
PC1512/1640 computers. These drives will fit any
PC XT/AT computers and are fully interchangeable
with the PCW range of external 3.5" disc drives.

PLEASE PHONE FOR PRICES AND DETAILS

3.5" Disc Drive Summary Table

DRIVE MODEL | PRICE

PCW|PCWPCW PcW
8256(8512(9512 (9256

Internal 8 £79.95 * *

Internal 9 £79.95 *

Internal ABBA 8 £89.95 * *

External ABBA 8 £89.95 * *

Internal ABBA 9 £89.95 *
External ABBA 9 £89.95 *
External MFD1 £69.95 * * *
External MFD1+ £69.95 *

External MFD2 £79.95 * * *

Ext MFD1DD £124.95 * *

MICROFORWM

Ext MFD2DD

£149.95

John Craven (Dept U5)
191 Watling Street Road,
Fulwood, PRESTON PR2 4AE

EXTERNAL DRIVES
EXTERNAL MFDI

Ouroriginal external 3.5" for use with the PCW 8256/
8512/9512 with only one disc drive fitted. When
connected as a B: drive it will format to 720k giving
much more storage and flexibility to your computer.
Itis suitable for those users who do not wish to *hack
away’ at the cabinet of their PCW and fit an internal
3.5" disc drive. Measuring only 4" side to side, 1"
high and 7" front to back, the MFD sits very neatly
at the side or on the top of your PCW. The MFDI1 is
detachable outside your PCW making it easier to
transport, and allows you to use iton other computers,
e.g. PCs. We supply extension lead adaptors for this
purpose.

EXTERNAL MFD2

Our MFD2 is the switchable version of our MFD1,
for use with the PCW8256/8512/9512 with two disc
drives already fitted. When connected, it becomes
an alternative B: drive to your internal 3" B: drive.
Its incorporated drive selection switch
allows the selection of internal 3" orexternal
3.5" B: drive. We chose the more reliable
manual switch, which makes disc copying
easier, than the less reliable auto switch
which can cause inadvertent formatting of
important discs.

EXT. MFD1+ £69.95

Our MFDI1+ is the equivalent of our
MFD1, for use with the PcW9256/9512/
10 with only one disc drive fitted. When
fitted as a B: drive, our MFD11+ will
give you more storage and flexibility. In
the event of your less reliable Citizen A:
drive failing, it is a simple task to
disconnect your internal drive and
convert your external drive to be an A:
drive. You will be up and running.

EXT. ABBA 9

Our external ABBA 9 drive is the equivalent of our
internal ABBA 9 drive. It is particularly useful for
those users who do not want to install an internal
drive.

MFED2DD DOUBLE DECKER £149.95

Our TOP OF THE RANGE MFD2DD Double
Decker for use on the PCW8256/8512 with either
one or two, internal drives fitted. The MFD2DD
incorporates built in switches to allow the selection
of internal 3" or external 3.5" A: drive and B: drive.
Booting up can be from either your internal 3" drive
or your 3.5" external drive. You can choose to store
your data on either your 3" or your 3.5" discs
whether A: drive or B: drive. The addition of this
TOP OF THE RANGE model will give you all the
versatility and choices that you will ever need.

MFDIDD DOUBLE DECKER

£124.95
Our MFDIDD is designed for those users who do
not require switching between internal and external
drives. All other specifications are the same as our
MED2DD above.

Subject to our usual

terms of trading




Tutorial Guide

+++50 Types

Of

Speech+ + +

Acronym - A pronounceable word made up of the initials of other
words: AWOL, Laser, Radar, Qantas.

Afflatus - A divine creative impulse or inspiration: Ezra Pound’s
non-use of capital letters.

Agnomen - A nickname: Dusty, fatso, four-eyes.

Alliteration - Repetition of a beginning sound in two or more
words of a phrase: Onward glided Dame Ursula, now in glimmer
and now in gloom.

Allusion - An indirect reference: A feather in one’s cap.
Anacoluthon - An unconscious departure from the grammatical
scheme with which a sentence started: While on board ship the
crops failed.

Anachronism - Anything out of its proper time in history: Good
Queen Bess adjusted her bra.

Analogy - Comparing with something similar: Think of yourself as
a bee approaching a hive.

Archaism - An obsolete word, phrase or expression: A coiner or
smuggler shall get off tolerably well.

Argot - The jargon of a group or class, especially criminals: Here
come the fuzz.

Brachylogy - Over-conciseness of expression: The CEO spent the
PM in the WC with his PA.

Caconym - A bad choice of word. The Queen was snooty.

Caesura - A pause in a line of verse. In modern verse it's usually
near the middle: And so, at nightfall - he gently passed away.
Cant - Insincere talk or fashionable catch words. It was brilliant. |
was gutted.

Circumlocution - Evasive talk or verbosity: He is taking active
measures for the prompt preparation of material for the study
of...

Cliche - A hackneyed phrase: Part and parcel, by the skin of

his teeth.

Dithyramb - Passionate or inflated speech: I’'m standing here with
my heart in my hand.

Elision - The omission of a vowel or syllable: I'm, let’s, €'en, it’s,
they'd, we've.

Enclitic - A word pronounced with so little emphasis it forms part
of the previous word: Not in cannot.

Enumeration - Naming items one by one: Apples, pears, bananas,
grapefruit.

Epigram - A short poem or statement with a witty point:

It wasn’t the cough that carried her off but the coffin they
carried her off in.

Epithet - A word or phrase expressing a quality; usually abuse: He
was thick as two short planks.

Eponym - A person after whom something is believed to be
named: Braille, Biro, Boycott.

Euphemism - A mild expression used instead of a harsh one: He's
joined his ancestors.

Euphuism - An affected or high-flown style of writing: Night hath a
thousand eyes.

Idiom - An accepted phrase which is not taken literally: He was

over the moon.

Irony - An expression in which the intended meaning of the words
is the opposite of the usual sense: There weren’t many soldiers
like him.

Jargon - The specialised vocabulary used by a particular group or
profession: She had contusions on her nates.

Macaronic - A burlesque verse containing foreign words:

As Mozart composed a sonata,

The maid bent to fasten her garter;

Without any delay

He started to play

Un poco piu appassionata.

Malapropism - The use of a word by mistake instead of one
sounding similar: It was a nice derangement of epitaphs.
Metaphor - A figure of speech that suggests a likeness of one
thing to another: A storm of protest, a glaring error.

Mnemonic - An aid to the memory: Every Good Boy Deserves
Favour reminds us of the notes on a music stave.

Neologism - A newly coined word or a new meaning for an
established word: bonkers, mouse, omphaloconeosis, yonks.
Nom de plume - A pen name: James Herriot. Mark Twain.

Emily Bronte.

Onomatopoeia - A word formed by the sound with which it is
associated: Buzz, cuckoo, oompah, sizzle.

Paralipsis - Giving emphasis by professing to saying little on a
subject: Not to mention their absence in prison.

Paraphrase - A rewording of a passage: Shall | or shan’t 17 (To be
or not to be.)

Periphrasis - See circumlocution.

Pseudonym - A fictitious name assumed by a real person:

Cary Grant, Twiggy, Elton John.

Rhetoric - Language designed to persuade or impress, often with
an implication of insincerity: My friends, it is a great privilege to
visit this magnificent city.

Shibboleth - Something said or done that is a sign or test of
belonging to a certain group: Are you on the square?

Simile - A figure of speech in which one thing is likened to
another: Sharp as a tack. A voice like thunder.

Slang - Very informal words or phrases, usually colourful and
often short-lived: Up yours. You and whose army? On yer bike.
Sobriquet - See agnomen.

Solecism - A violation of conventional usage of grammar or idiom:
We was robbed. | don’t know nothing about it.

Spoonerism - The accidental transposing of the beginnings of
words: The cat popped on its drawers.

Syllepsis - A word applied to two others in different senses: She
raised her glass and his hopes.

Synecdoche - A figure of speech in which a part is meant to
represent the whole or vice versa: New faces arrived.

Synonym - A word having the same meaning as another, usually
derived from different roots: agnomen and sobriquet.

Tautonym - An unnecessarily repeated word or phrase or a fact
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Marian Hardless interviews Mike Freemantle about his
textbooks and offers more help and advice to writers

Author Mike Freemantle

ave you ever thought about writing a

school or college textbook? It can be a

well-paid field for those whose books

have wide appeal, especially if they’re

well-enough used to need several
reprints.

For advice on this subject, I put some ques-
tions to Mike Freemantle, author of Chemistry
In Action (Macmillan), a standard textbook
used at A Level and in further education.
Originally published in 1987, the second edi-
tion came out earlier this year.

Question: Did you have the original idea for
Chemistry in Action or were you asked to write
it by Macmillan?

Mike Freemantle: I had already written several
chemistry books for other publishers when I
sent Macmillan an idea for a book for younger
students. They didn’t need that at the time,

but asked me to prepare a proposal for a

book aimed at A Level and further education
students.

Question: What did you include in your
proposal?

Mike Freemantle: The basic ingredients of any
book proposal are the same. You need to state
the aims and objectives of the book and give an

outline of its proposed contents.

In my case, this involved a list of chapter
headings and some detail on the content and
structure of each chapter. I also included a
page on myself, saying what my qualifications
were for writing the book, and a couple of
pages outlining the books already in print in
the same field and saying how mine would be
better! And finally, I included a specimen
chapter written out in full.

Question: What makes one particular proposal
stand out from all the others, do you think?

Mike Freemantle: You must be offering
something new or something better than what

has already been done. My book was one of

the first chemistry textbooks with lots of pho-

Regulars

tographs and
illustrations, and I think that

had appeal. In addition to all the standard
examination course material I used, I included
lots of examples of how chemistry is relevant
to the modern world.

I used some themes which were quite
unusual: I put quite an emphasis on the role of
women in chemistry, which I don’t think had
been done before, and I gave examples of
chemistry in action in the third world.

Also, I decided to begin each chapter with

+++Textbook

Finding out about Publishers

The main educational publishers include:
® A & C Black

® Cambridge University Press

® Oxford University Press

® Cassell

® Mary Glasgow Publications Ltd
@ Harper Collins

® Longman

® Macmillan

® Thomas Nelson & Sons

® Scholastic Publications Ltd

Browse in bookshops and talk to teachers and
pupils to see which publishers specialise in
your field. Write to each publisher which
might be of interest and ask for their current
catalogue and a copy of any author guidelines
they issue.

Their addresses are listed in the Writers
and Artists Yearbook and The Writer's

Publishing+++

Handbook, both of which should be available
in the reference section of libraries. Once
you've identified a gap in the market and think
you've found a publisher who may be interest-
ed in your idea, send them an outline propos-
al of the book or series you have in mind.

You need to convince the
publisher that you:

® have specialist knowledge of the
subject

® have detailed knowledge of current
National Curriculum requirements
and examination board requirements in
the subject

® can present your material logically and
in a way suitable to the needs of pupils
and teachers

® can see a book through from the planning
and drafting stages to delivery (on sched-
ule!) of the final manuscript.
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+Courses

The following course fees include tuition
and board and lodging for all courses last-
ing more than one day, unless stated.

19 May Writing for TV £131 Led by TV
scriptwriter Tony Wheatley. The Earnley
Concourse, Earnley, Chichester, Sussex.
PO20 7JL. Tel: 01243 670392.

19-21 May Creative Writing Course concen-
trating on the short story and poetry.
£92.50 Burton Manor College, Burton,
South Wirral, Cheshire, L64 5SJ. Tel:
0151 3365172.

20-21 May Travel Writing - Make Your
Holiday Pay. £94 Urchfont Manor College,
Urchfont, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 4RG
Tel: 01380 840495.

22-27 May Writing Fiction £250 Ty
Newydd, Llanystumdwy, Cricieth,
Gwynedd, LL52 OLW Tel: 01766 522811
31 May - 2 June Travel Journalism £92.50
Burton Manor College, address as above.

an ‘interest piece’, something to hook the stu-
dents before I presented them with the very
factual material. So, for example, one chapter
began with the Wilfred Owen war poem which
begins ‘Gas, boys...” and another had a quota-
tion from James Joyce on the subject of water.

Question: Was the structure of each chapter
the same?

Mike Freemantle: Yes. After my ‘hook’ I gave
a list of learning objectives for each chapter.
Again, in the early and mid-eighties when I
was writing the book, that was quite a new
approach. Following the learning objectives,
came the standard text and illustrations.

I used a series of boxes in the margin for
anecdotes and other asides which I hoped
would help keep the students interested. The
text of each chapter was broken into sections -
varying in number from about two to five - and
at the end of each section was a summary of
key points to remember. Finally, each chapter
ended with questions, carefully graded in diffi-
culty and building up to questions at examina-
tion level.

Question: How did you assess the other books
in the field before planning yours?

Mike Freemantle: I had been a chemistry
teacher and had worked with pupils of all ages,
so I knew a lot of the books already. But I'd
advise people to visit a good bookshop which
sells a lot of textbooks to see what’s around
and what’s selling well.

Books which are piled high in the shop are
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Coming

Soon +

4-9 June Creative Writing Workshop. £334
West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester,
West Sussex. PO18 O0QZ. Tel:01243
8113014.

9-11 June Southern Writers’ Conference at
Earnley Concourse, Sussex. For details
send a large SAE to Mrs Lucia White,
Stable House, Home Farm, Coldharbour
Lane, Dorking, Surrey. RH4 3JG.

5-10 June Poetry £250 Ty Newydd, address
as above.

12-17 June The Short Story £250 Ty
Newydd, address as above.

The Arvon Foundation run many writing
courses at their three centres in Devon,
West Yorkshire and Scotland. Telephone
01422 843714 for a brochure. Courses
coming soon include Fiction, Poetry,
Murder Mystery, TV Drama, Starting to
Write, Writing for Children, Thriller Writing,
Playwriting, Novels and The Serious
Business of Comedy.

the ones they expect to sell well and if you
check the publisher’s details and see that the
book has been reprinted, preferably several
times, then that’s another good sign. Note the
characteristics of the books which sell well.

Then note the weaknesses of the books
which are in direct competition to the one you
plan to write - those aimed at the same age and
ability level of student - and when you tell your
publisher about it you can say how your own
book will be better!

Question: Presumably you need detailed
knowledge of examination syllabuses and
National Curriculum requirements before you
can write a relevant textbook?

Mike Freemantle: Yes. When I was writing my
book I had copies of as many syllabuses and
examination papers as I could find. I read them
all thoroughly before deciding what material to
cover in my book.

You can get examination board addresses
and suchlike from the library and then send off
for the papers you need. You usually have to
pay for them, but you must have them if you’re
to do a good job.

Question: Can you summarise what you see as
the main ingredients of a good textbook?

Mike Freemantle: It must contain all the infor-
mation necessary to cover the core syllabus
which your target students are working to. All
the information given must be accurate. It’s
surprising how often I find factual errors in the
textbooks I review for various publishers!

The book must be precisely targeted at stu-
dents at a particular level of study and you
must know before you begin what things they
already know and what you want them to learn
from using your book. And, like any other suc-
cessful book, it must be well written.

Question: What do you mean by that?

Mike Freemantle: It’s not easy to say in a few
words. On my shelves at home I have 30 or 40
books on writing and I re-read them from time
to time and continue learning from them. The
basic points include things like using the active
rather than the passive, keeping your sentences
fairly short but still varying them in length and
making sure your work follows a logical
sequence.

Question: You use a detailed plan for your
books. Does that mean you write them in
one draft?

Mike Freemantle: Essentially yes. I write
straight onto the screen and print out each sec-
tion as I finish it. I re-read it, making minor
changes and print out a final copy when I'm
satisfied.

But when I wrote the first edition of
Chemistry in Action there was an extra stage.
My editor sent the manuscript out to various
‘expert reviewers’ who wrote comments on it -
some useful and some not so helpful! - and
then I re-worked the text in the light of those
comments.

Question: Finally, do you find it satisfying to
write textbooks?

Mike Freemantle: [ do, yes. I wasn’t sure when
I began whether it would be worthwhile, but
I've come to realise over the years that text-
books can generate an income over a long peri-
od of time. I've written fourteen, although not
all are still in print, and the ones which sell
well mean I still get regular payments for work
I did some years ago. That’s very satisfying! H

A selection of other
recent textbooks from
Macmillan - do you
fancy your chances as
a textbook author?



(continued from page 20)

Tutorial Guide

Telephone

: m'c-mmmma
(-nam (Bold) SURNANE .FIRST NAME,HONE PHONE,
(maxl)mmmm

WORK PHONE(=Bold)e

the name LOOP together
with the $+ instruction
telling LocoMail to go
onto the next record.
Notice the absence of
the conditional instruc-
tions used in Step 3 to
stop the loop once the
end of the data docu-
ment has been reached.
Further down the page, a
new ‘perform until’
instruction appears:
%LOOP@S#
- which follows the col-

The master document in this example produces a list of names and
telephone numbers. It uses a similar technique to the labels master
document described in Step 3.

The first instruction in this example stores the tab character
under the name TAB so that the surname, first name and phone
numbers can be placed in the appropriate columns without leaving
LocoMail. This is followed by an instruction to store the carriage
return character under the name RETURN.

The group of instructions placing the surname, first name and
phone number details into the document have all been stored under

umn headings. The $#
part of this instruction tells LocoMail to perform the instructions
stored under LOOP until it reaches the end of the data document.

Note that the $# instruction is only available in PC and
LocoScript 3 versions of LocoMail. LocoScript 2 users should use
the Step 3 example document, substituting the instructions:

< :SURNAME : TAB : FIRSTNAME : TAB

HOMEPHONE : TAB : WORKPHONE : RETURN : >

- for:

< : FIRSTNAME : SPACE : SURNAME : RETURN

ADDRESS : ENDOFPAGE: >

Finding a particular record in a
LocoScript data document can be a
slow process. Although you can use the
FIND key (Ctrl+F5 on a PC) to search
through each record for the relevant sur-
name, this can be quite time consum-
ing, especially if you are using a PCW.
The data document in Step 1 uses
one page per record so that we can use
the F5 Find Page facility to go straight (
to the record we require, assuming we

\ail)® (HMail) (Mail)e
—nam (Bold) PACESURNANE;  FIRST NAME(-Bold)e
(.‘!a:l)ﬂ!!!}ﬂizl(rﬂall)

know what page it is on.

This example document produces a
very basic index showing the page number and name details of
each record in the data document. Obviously it will only be of any
real value if the records are stored in alphabetical order. Note that
the index will start on page 2 as the first page of the data docu-
ment is taken up with the record pattern.

On the first line of the document we have three ‘storage’ instruc-
tions. Notice that unlike the TAB=" “ instruction, the PAGE=1
instruction does not use quotation marks. This tells LocoMail that
we are storing a number under PAGE as we will need to use it in a
calculation instruction.

Further down the document, the following instructions are
stored under the name LOOP:

LOOP=" (+Mail)

+PAGE : TAB : SURNAME : TAB : FIRSTNAME : RETURN

$+

(-Mail)” (-Mail) (+Mail)
The +PAGE instruction adds one to the number stored under the
name PAGE and then places the result into the document. It has
the same effect as the two instructions:

PAGE=[PAGE+1] : PAGE
The other instructions in the group place the surname and first
name into the document and then tell LocoMail to go on to the next
record.

The last line in the document contains the ‘perform until end of
document’ instruction, %LOOP@$#, as before.
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Goupling up Locos

We review the latest package from Locomotive Software
offering Windows support for file transfer

and so it went on. Copying back and forth
wasn’t just a matter of reconciling disk sizes
and formats, but also of LocoScript types and
versions.

Now the cavalry has come charging over

the hill to the rescue of those of you who
want to use Windows to copy files from
LocoScript format to other formats, Word for
Windows, Word Perfect, dBase, and so on.

If you are just wanting to copy from PCW
to PC and keep with LocoScript, you should
use LocoLink for LocoScript Professional,
which controls the PCW from your PC. It
pops up as an extra drive, and copying across
is no problem at all.

Once you have been through the setup
process, transferring files is simply a question
of telling LocoLink which files you want to
transfer, and then clicking the Transfer button.
Help on screen is always available.

There is a variety of different conversion
options on offer, including Microsoft Word,
Word Perfect, dBase and FoxPro. The full list
of options for a particular class of file can be
seen by clicking on the arrow to the right of
the current selection.

It’s a powerful, flexible, user-friendly add-
on which many users will find essential to
their PCW/PC transfer requirements. H

nce upon a time, it all used to be very

simple. You had a PCW8256 sitting on

your desk with 3 inch disks. If you

wanted to make a back up or copy from

one disk to another, there was no prob-
lem. Life was a breeze.

Then came the first turn of the screw, with
the PCW8512, which had two drives - but, so
as not to make it too easy for you, one of the
drives was single sided and single density, and
the other, Drive B, was double sided and dou-
ble density.

And, as we all know, two into one doesn’t

+ Facts Box+

Product: LocoLink for Windows
Price: £69.95 including VAT

Supplier: Locomotive Software, Dorking

Business Park, Dorking, Surrey RH4 1YL.
Tel: 01306 747756.
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The all-important LocoLink cable which fits on to
the edge connector at the back of your PCW.

go too well.
Complications and
potential disasters
abounded, like peo-
ple turning over the
double sided disk to
format the second
side. That’s some-
thing you shouldn’t
try at home, or any-
where else for that
matter.

After that, things
got rapidly worse, first
with the PCW9512, then
with the 3.5 inch drive
machines, and finally with the
need to transfer data between
PCW and PC.

At the same time on the soft-
ware front, things were little better.
LocoScript 1 became 2, then 3, then
PC, then PC Easy, then Script Professional,




Cornix Modular Accounts

invoices / credit notes
statements

stock reports

From point of sale to balance sheet, Comix Modular
Accounts gives you the flexibility to create the ideal
accounting system for your business.

Any of our main programs can be used on its own or
linked to other modules in the range to provide a fully
integrated suite.

Invoicing Simple I I Final
and Accounts I | Accounts
Credit Control : : BT
sales analysis nominal ledger

purchase analysis

Stock Control Vat reports profit & loss account
bank account(s) balance sheet
(Optional Extension) sales ledger journal postings

purchase ledger
aged debtors
aged creditors

o s trial balance accruals / prepayments
' age eﬂors vel cost centre analysis monthly accounts
urnover / profit analysis job costing full year-end accounts

Whatever your business - We make your computer work for you !

trial balance

stock schedule
fixed asset schedule
depreciation

You only pay for the modules you need and you have the
security of knowing you can extend your system at any time.
Combine this flexibility with the legendary Cornix ease of
use, back it up with a user-support service that is second to
none and you have the perfect partner to fulfil your
developing needs.

Cornix Software Ltd
Roisia House, 1 Roise Street, Bedford. MK40 1JE
Telephone : 01234 219969

Only

including VAT and p&p
Be your own accountant!

3" disk for PCW 8256, 8512, 9512 or 3.5" disk for PCW 9256, 9512+DW, 9512+BJ

£49= MONEY MANAGER PCW £49

Money Manager PCW provides individuals, businesses and professional people with a simple yet powerful way of managing their financial
activities. All transactions can be entered easily and then presented in a wide variety of reports, ranging from a detailed listing of expenditure
for tax purposes to summaries showing, for example, how much money has been spent on petrol or phone bills in a chosen period.
Reports can be printed as text, sent to a datafile for further processing or presented in graphical form.

The program includes many helpful features, such as pop-up calculator, context-sensitive help windows and macro commands. The Money
Manager package has over 25,000 users in the UK alone. It is the ideal program for people who find that traditional accountancy programs
are too complicated, unwieldy and time-consuming for their requirements.

Only

including VAT and p&p
Control your finances the easy way!

Any number of data files: Personal, Business, Accounts etc.
Budget and cash-flow forecasts - which may be updated.

12 months per file, up to 500 entries (transactions) per month
Move a file forward a month at a time when required

All options selected from the main menu

Up to 20 user-defined accounts: Bank, Cash, Visa, Savings etc
Up to 50 user-defined classes of income and expenditure

A reference of up to 6 characters for each entry

Your own descriptive text of 18 characters for each entry

All the codes are displayed on-screen whilst entering data
Add, modify and delete existing entries at any time

Quick insertion of standard entries and standing orders
Entries can be sorted into date order at the touch of a key
Single character 'mark’ for extra reporting selectivity
Statements showing each entry in detail with running balance
Reports may show classes merged into logical groups
Spreadsheet type table showing class totals in each month
Report showing class totals for each account

Bar chart for up to 4 selected categories

Pie charts of up to 20 selected 'slices’

Detailed bank statement reconciliation with running balance

Connect
Software Ltd.

081 743 9792

To receive your copy of Money Manager PCW by return post phone us now with your credit
card number, or write to us at the address below enclosing your cheque for £49.95

Connect Software Ltd., 3 Flanchford Rd., London W12 9ND

Totals for each class of transaction for any period
Report of monthly income, expenditure and casl
Report of account and class totals (eg profit & I
Account statistics - monthly max, min, average, b:
Automatic calculation of VAT, with multiple rates if requ
Detailed VAT reports showing taxable, VAT and gross am
Summary VAT statements in the same format as a VAT |
Simply ignore VAT features if they are not required
Print any report to built-in (or separate) printer.
Print any report to a file for word-processing (eg in Lo, C
Data search facility to find 'lost’ items

Built-in text line editor for data entry

Horizontal and vertical scrolling of screen reports.
Pop-up five function multi-line calculator with memory
Macros to record and replay user-defined reports 2
Context-sensitive help windows appear at the touch of a
Automatic creation of back-ups for data files =
You can choose which disk drive to use for data on a Pc
Comprehensive 64 page indexed manual

Two sets of sample data for practice and famlllarlsatlon
Free and indefinite telephone support

B
(|
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News & Reviews

We review the new
Seikosha colour dot
matrix printer and rather
like what we see

+ Facts Box+

The Seikosha SL-96 is available through
the normal outlets, and also from SD
Microsystems as a package costing £199
including a cable for connection to a PCW
or PC. Help is also available for printer
installation.

Note that some PCW owners will
require an additional printer interface,
which can be provided from £25 for a
basic Centronics port.

Super Labeller Version 2.2 costs £25
inclusive. Super Labeller Picture Disks 1
and 2 are also available at £5 each.

SD Microsystems also offer the Tasword
word processor at £25 for any PCW. It has
strong colour capability, and if you order
that package at the same time as printer,
a colour printer driver for Tasword comes
free of charge (it is available separately for
£10). Combined with the font capabilities
of the Seikosha, a range of striking special
effects can be achieved.

SD Microsystems, PO Box 24, Attleborough,
Norfolk NR17 1HL. Tel/fax: 01953 483750.
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t used to be the case that you could have

your print out any colour, so long as it’s

black - unless you opted for a single-colour

ribbon for special effects (brown looks nice

on good quality paper for letters, for exam-
ple) or had a very deep pocket indeed.

Nowadays colour printers are falling out of
the skies and their prices are tumbling down as
well. You can now get a half decent colour
printer for less than a mono machine a couple
of years ago.

And there are competing technologies, too:
inkjet, dot matrix and heat transfer, as well as
laser printers. The issues now boil down to
what you want colour printing for, and what
kind of quality you want to go for.

If you need an office printer with multiple

copies options and occasional colour then a dot
matrix may well suit your purpose. The colour

isn’t as good as an inkjet, but the consumables

are a lot less pricy.

One great advantage of this machine is that
you can use it as a standard black printer
(black ribbons cost £6.95 each), and do not
need to use the more expensive colour ribbon
(£12.50 each) when just printing in mono.

OpeEn THE BOX

When you open the box, you’ll find inside a
stylish and solid-feeling machine, with a manu-
al, colour ribbon (why is the black ribbon just
an option?), and detachable paper holder and
sound-proofing cover.

It’s got a reasonable footprint (just over 16



News & Reviews

A view into the printer, showing the colour ribbon
cartridge in place. The front panel controls are
simple to use

inches wide and a whisper over 14 inches from
front to back), so it shouldn’t gobble up too
much space on your desktop.

It’s a 24 pin machine (not 9 pin, as one of
our mentions last month inadvertently claimed)
with Epson emulation, and there’s an optional
automatic cut sheet feeder.

In setting up the machine, my only com-
plaint is the one I'd level at just about every
printer manufacturer. Why isn’t there one sim-
ple, bog standard ribbon and method of fitting?
Even if you are not a green extremist, it does
seem pretty wasteful to have all these varia-
tions in moulded plastic, few if any of which
are genuinely re-usable, and none of which fit
anyone else’s product.

+++Questions,
Questions+ + +

Before you go out into the market place
with your bulging wallet to buy a printer,
you need to ask yourself quite a few ques-
tions.

The first is: How much money can |
afford? If you are really strapped for cash,
the only option open to you is the dot
matrix, both on grounds of initial cost and
the price of consumables.

If you are a little better off, then the
choice becomes bewildering. You really
have to work from your requirements, and
you should consider the following, among
other things:

e Office or home?

® Heavy or light use?

® Importance of quality
® Multipart essential?
® Cost of consumables
@ Colour capability?

+++Going Dotty+++

Resolution is a key part of the quality of
output you obtain from your printer, but
all is not so simple as it seems at first
sight.

First, a technical term to explain: dpi =
dots per inch. This is the number of tiny
dots which are deposited on the paper
during the printing process.

You might assume that 360 x 360 dpi
is ‘better’ than 200 x 300 dpi, but it isn’t
necessarily so. You have to compare like

with like. A laser printer, for example,
places its ‘dots’ more accurately than an
inkjet, so it beats the inkjet for quality.

However, this objection can be over-
ruled if you are using your output for mak-
ing a master for, say, a newsletter, pam-
phlet or book. If you reduce the copy by
an appropriate amount, you will more than
overcome any problems of resolution.

For example, an A4 page reduced by
72 per cent will end up as A5 size.
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News & Reviews

+Need Colour?+

Before you take the great leap forward into
colour printing, do pause and ask yourself:
Is the gain worth the pain? Do you really
need to have colour in your output? The
Seikosha certainly gives you the chance to
have colour printing at a mono price.

If you want a halfway house, think in
terms of buying in a ream or two of differ-
ent coloured paper. Combined with mixed
fonts, that can have a really powerful
impact. Additionally, you could try a single
coloured ribbon for those special letters.

Those two factors could enhance your
output greatly without making you dip into
colour - but if you do need it, go for it. The
results nowadays can be pretty striking.
But don't expect photo quality unless you
are after a laser printer with lots of
noughts on the end of the price.

Inserting paper is simple, and there is a
push tractor, which has now become more or
less universal. For those of you with the built-
in PCW matrix printer, a push tractor allows
you (a) not to waste a page of continuous sta-
tionery every time you start something new
and (b) you don’t have to virtually dismantle
the machine to switch between cut sheet and
fanfold.

I had no difficulties in using the machine
with different types of paper. Push tractors are
much better behaved than their pull counter-
parts, and like the rest of the machine, it per-
formed without fault.

It’s not too noisy in operation, and for whis-
pering printing there is a quiet mode, which
also slows down the print speed.

H-
Qo
V()

+

One of the real pains for most users is that
of printing out labels, usually names and
addresses. Just about anything can go
wrong, from slipping stationery, informa-
tion ‘missing’ the label, to the dreaded
label that decides to peel off the paper
and end up on the platen roller, from

which it is just about impossible to detach
it.

Do check if you want to print labels that
the printer you opt for has the right feed
path and equipment for the labels you
want to use. We'll be covering this con-
tentious issue in a later issue.
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WORTHLEY C .«
GRAND PRIZE DRAW
. TICKETS FOR LORDS TEST MATCH.
2. BOTTLE OF FINEST MALT WHISKY.
3. LUXURY BOX OF CHOCOLATES.
TICKET

NO. 001

LABELLER COLOUR CODES: -
MAGENTA

CY AN

VIOLET

RED
TR

Two example labels (a) on the screen and (b) in their printed form. Note the codes on the screen
which convert into different colours and effects.

Measuring Up

Do remember when allocating space for
any printer that the external dimensions do
not tell you the whole story about how
much space the machine will take up on
the desktop. There are three important
considerations which will cause your print-
er to be bigger than it actually seems at
first sight.

The first is the cabling connected to it.
The Centronics (parallel) interface is a
whacking great plug which needs to be
securely fitted into place, and even if you
bend the cable right round, it can project
up to three inches out at the back.

The second is that the paper holder or
other mechanism can stick out beyond the
printer body itself. Our otherwise tiny

office inkjet adds five inches to its depth
when the paper feed arms are extended,
and that is no mean amount when you are
short of space.

Finally, if you are using continuous sta-
tionery, you have to work out a sensible
path for the paper - not just where the
incoming paper should stand, but where
the printed paper should go.

| use the expedient of a surplus kitchen
stool, on which sits my dot matrix printer,
with the pile of fanfold paper sitting on the
floor behind it. A word of warning: in my
experience, it is not wise to leave the
paper in its box, as it can - and Murphy’s
Law states that if it can, it will - stick to
the side of the box and cause paper jams.

CoLour me

The colour ribbon, as you can see from the illus-
tration, consists of four parts: yellow, blue, red
and black. It works by printing one of the colours,
or combinations thereof. Green and violet, for
example, mix two of the ribbon colours to get the
right result.

That’s all very nice, but LocoScript is strictly
monochrome. What applications are available on
the PCW for colour printing? (The PC has too
many to mention.) One recently-developed pack-
age is a colour version of the labeller packages
from SD Microsystems.

It’s called Super Labeller Version 2.2, and
adds colour to the ability to create striking labels
and letterheads with graphics images, too. It’s just
a matter of creating your text with codes added
for bold, condensed, and so forth - and colours as
well.

It’s an easy to use package with a clear and
well-written manual, which gives you easy access
to colour capability as and when you require it.

VERDICT

The Seikosha SL-96 Color is just the thing for
occasional colour use. Neat, solid enough to
cope with a serious work flow, no problems
that we could find - and at a price which a cou-
ple of years ago would have undercut a mono
printer by some distance. We are grateful to
Seikosha for the loan of the review machine. H

HASTER KENU (c) $D Microsystens

[AETT]
FANCY LABELLER (TEXT)....... (L
PICTURE LABELLER (GRAPHICS).(2)
DISC DIRECTORY..vvvvvsvinns (3
EXITT0 CP/Mavinninninnin <0
SELECT (1-0) B

Super Laheller for the PCW - main menu



LocoGlinic

few readers have asked if we are part of
Locomotive Software. The answer is
absolutely not. See the word ‘indepen-
dent’ on the cover, and that’s the way we
like it - and Locomotive, too.

There are times when Locomotive aren’t
always too pleased with me. If I don’t like
something, think there’s a mistake, wish they’d
done something differently or don’t think they
have the best answer to a particular problem, I
say so. I'm sure they also disagree with some of
my solutions to your problems.

They, of course, know the innards of
LocoScript inside out and often don’t appreci-
ate that you don’t. What may seem a long-
winded and convoluted solution to someone
who writes LocoMail routines in their head and
could solve the problem with a simple
LocoMail routine, may be the only way I can
solve the problem for someone who can only
just use LocoScript 2.

I think I know why the confusion has arisen,
though. Of course you’ve recognised the logo
on the title. You may not have noticed the
‘independent’ message underneath and even if
you have, you may wonder.

The logo and the stylised LocoScript is, of
course, there with Locomotive’s permission, but
you’re going to have to take my word for it:
Locomotive have no control over and no input
to this magazine.

Locomotive let us use the logo because it
was in everyone’s interest to make it instantly
recognisable and because they’ve known those
of us involved long enough to know that
although we occasionally say something disap-
proving, we always strive to be fair.

Yes, of course I know and speak to people at
Locomotive and other software companies. I
couldn’t do my job if I didn’t. I also have an
open offer from several to let them check any-
thing for technical accuracy. Sometimes I take
them up on that, sometimes I don’t bother.

INDEPENDENCE IS ALL

The relationship I have with those few compa-
nies I deal with regularly has been built careful-
ly on both sides over several years and is based
purely on trust. I've turned down offers to work
for companies, or to do something exclusive,
because my independence is worth more to me
than anything else. It’s certainly cost me in

financial terms but it’s worth it to me.

That fragile relationship has all sorts of ben-
efits. I may know about something I can’t tell
you, because I've promised not to, yet, and I've
only been told because someone trusts me to
keep that promise. But because I know about it
I can use that knowledge to slant what I do
write. Which is why my crystal ball, though
often wildly wrong is sometimes amazingly
right!

READ THE MANUAL

I have an unusual way of dealing with new
products. When I get something new to play
with, I switch off everything I know and work
from scratch. That means I read the manuals.

That may seem obvious, but most reviewers
don’t. Neither do most of you when you
upgrade, as I know from your letters. Most of
you, having mastered, for example, LocoScript
2, buy LocoScript 3, maybe take a brief glance
through the installation notes then barge ahead.

Needless to say, you get into trouble and
usually blame Locomotive. Or Amstrad, if
you’re really confused. Or you look at the index
and find you can’t solve the particular problem
you’ve come across, which may well have been
dealt with under another topic altogether or in
the introduction. Then moan about that to me,
again blaming Locomotive.

No, I’m not getting at you. I've done it that
way too, desperate to see what the new box of
tricks can do. But looking at something and
knowing I'm going to be getting letters about it
or have to review it is different, so I retire to
bed with the books and a couple of days later, I
load the new software.

The result is that because I do have such an
accumulation of knowledge, what I often pick up
on are the mistakes/misprints/omissions in the
manuals. What follows is another phone call.

The producers can be far too close to it, they
often don’t see the mistakes. You must know
how difficult it is to see your own mistakes in
something you’ve written yourself. As I often
see pre-release copies, any errors can often be
dealt with by an erratum slip, it’s far too late to
change the manual.

I ought to add that there are other companies
I have no relationship with at all, which shall
remain nameless. What to bear in mind is that I
am on your side. If I think someone is exploit-

Focus on LocoScript

This month Liz Bruce covers
commen problems -

hut first asks the question:
Are we free?

ing or ripping off there’ll be no mercy from me.
I may be privileged to pick up the phone and
speak to someone who is actually involved in
hard or software, but I bear in mind I'm doing
it for you.

That works the other way too. Some of the
complaints computer companies get are well
deserved. Others definitely are not. Because
people write to me complaining about anything
and everything, I usually have a pretty good
idea who’s actually at fault.

That may make it look as if I'm defending
companies sometimes but that’s because I'm
aware of a particular problem users are having
due to misunderstanding or misuse. I'm still on
your side!.ll

+Rebooting+

Everyone ought to know that
Shift+Extra+Exit resets the computer
exactly as if you had switched it off and
on again, but doesn’t shock the elec-
tronics as using the power switch does.
Just remember, though, that if you do
that, you will lose anything stored on
Drive M exactly as if you had switched
off the power.

Useful if you want to go from one
Start of Day setup or version of
LocoScript to another or for those situ-
ations we all occasionally get into where
it seems the only thing to do is start
again.

Another point which rarely comes to
the surface is what happens if you
switch on your PCW and you load a disk
which isn’t a Start of Day disk by mis-
take. Well, what happens is that the
screen goes white (or green as the case
may be), the machine squeals and then
it sits waiting.

What you do then is not to turn the
PCW off - that's unnecessary - but to
remove the data disk, insert a Start of
Day disk and press the spacebar. That
will get you up and running once more.
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Focus on LocoScript JNHIRILIL:

Sing of

Liz Bruce confesses
that she really ought to
have gone into a little
more detail...

n the first issue of this magazine I did a ter-

rible thing. When I introduced the clinic I

said I'd deal with anything you asked me,

however silly you might think it. I told you

to cast your minds back to your earliest
PCW days and remember the distress caused
by the simplest things, from the difficulties of
copying to the forgetful dictionary on the
PCWO9512.

Well, of course there are still people just
starting out, some of whom sighed in relief and
read on avidly. Then they wrote indignant let-
ters, because I didn’t explain how to resolve
either of these problems.

I mentioned them because they’re both
notorious for confusing people, for reasons
which are so obvious when you know but any-
thing but when you don’t, and not terribly
obvious in the manuals.

I should have put these problems into
print, and now I'm going to make up for the
omission.

CoPYING FILES

The nasty problem here is the conundrum of
the invisible Groups. The PCW Disk Manager
Screen shows you four columns in the lower
part of the screen, the most it can at a time.
Rather than wasting that space on empty
Groups, it reduces them to a double line, in the

middle of the dividing line.

If you move the bottom cursor, the file cur-
sor, by using the arrow keys alone, the cursor
passes straight over the empty groups. If you're
trying to copy or move a file into a previously
empty group - which they all are on a new
disk- you’re going to become extremely frus-
trated, unless you know how to gain access to
empty Groups.

Yet all you need to know is to look at the
upper part of the screen and move that cursor
by using Shift plus the arrow keys. That will
move you from Group to Group in the Group
section, including the empty ones.

When you’re working with files and copy-
ing or moving them, it is only at the start of the
operation that the bottom, file, part of the
screen matters. You have to put the file cursor
on the file you want to do something to, then
select F3 to see the list of actions you can per-
form.

If you want to copy or move a file, you
don’t need to look at the bottom section again.
You are asked to pick the destination, and that
means which Drive and Group you want to
move to. What the bottom, file, section is
showing does not matter.

If that file cursor happens to be on top of an
existing file it doesn’t mean that file will be
replaced by the new one. It will be added to the

+Formatting a

If you haven't worked that one out, it’s on
the F2 Disk menu. If you're using
LocoScript 1, you have to come out of
Loco and use the CP/M Disckit utility.
This is one very, very good reason for

upgrading.

Ideally, you should always have a spare
formatted disk but what if you don’t and
you suddenly find your disk full or going
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Disk+

funny on you? If you can format a disk
without leaving Loco you can save the sit-
uation. If you have to re-boot into CP/M
you lose anything not properly saved.

Now just go through that process again,
this time copying or moving that file from
Drive M to a Group on Drive A. It’s so easy
when you know how, but not so-simple if
you don't.

+++Missing

Subdirectives
On The PC+ + +

A similar nightmare for PC beginners
arises when one of your subdirectories
apparently disappears, as in the illus-
tration. The name is there in the listing
at the top, but LocoScript behaves as if
it isn’t there - and a cross has appeared
against the name.

The reason for this option is for you
to skip over subdirectories which aren’t
relevant to LocoScript or which you
don’t want to have in use and their files
displayed.

But how do they disappear, and how
do you rescue them from wherever it is
that they’ve gone to? First, don't worry -
the contents of the subdirectory are still
there. It's just that they have been
made invisible to LocoScript.

They are made invisible by moving
the directory cursor bar (using Ctrl+
arrow keys) over the name of the subdi-
rectory and pressing the minus key on
the numeric pad. To get the subdirecto-
ry back on display, move the directory
cursor over the subdirectory with a cross
against it which you wish to restore, and
press the plus key on the numeric pad.
Panic over.

files in that Group in the appropriate alphabeti-
cal order.

If you move the top - Group - cursor, to an
empty Group, the file column will open up
ready for you. Even if it didn’t it wouldn’t mat-
ter. The file will be moved/added to the Group
you choose with that top cursor, not the bottom
one.

LocoScript will help, guide and protect you
all the way. When you choose your option
from that F3 menu, let’s say to copy a file, a
message will appear in the middle of the
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Moving a file to an empty Group. The Group was selected with Shift+ arrow key.
Note the double vertical bar which indicates that the Group is empty.

screen, asking you to select the destination for
the copy. That message disappears pretty
quickly but you don’t need to hurry: it’s repeat-
ed on the top status lines for you.

Most PCWs are single drive which means
you have to copy to Drive M and from there on
to a backup disk. Now you understand about
the empty Groups, you’ll find it easier if you
copy to an empty Group. When you don’t
know, you have to put the file in with the exist-

files.

to do?’

+++Where’

This is the second little problem which | trumpeted in our launch

PCW9512, with its 512k of memory, there is only one User Dictionary.

copied to Drive M, do have a look. You’ll see them over in Drive M.

on version. Some manuals tell you it's in Group 7 but it may be in

Group 0. You're looking for a file called USERSPEL.DCT.

or you reboot the machine - you lose anything there. The fancy term

is volatile memory which is pretty well self-explanatory.

where you want to add a lot of specialised words.

the F3 menu and the copy option.

given options.

ing files in a Group, mixing it up with system

If you put it in an empty Group, it’s very
much easier to see what you’re doing at the
next stage. Press Enter and you’ll see a confir-
mation message. This is LocoScript’s way of
saying, ‘Are you sure this is what you want

It shows where the file is at the moment,
and where the copy will be made. If you're sat-

That

issue but didn’t describe in detail. User dictionaries are handled dif-
ferently on different machines. If you're using the 8000 series, for
instance, the user dictionaries - that is, words you add to the dictio-
nary - are stored in the group you're using. If you're using the

When you load the machine the main and User dictionaries are

One confusion relates to which Group the dictionary is in, depending

You know, (at least | hope you know) that Drive M is electronic
memory, meaning when you switch off - or someone pulls the plug out

It therefore follows that the words you have added to your dictio-
nary disappear every time you switch off. Next time you load up it's
‘forgotten’ whatever you put into it. And that is more than a little
annoying and frustrating, particularly if you're doing technical work

The answer is simple. Before you switch off, you must copy the
USERSPEL.DCT from Drive M back to your Start of Day disk, using

In this case, though, as in backing up a file you have worked on
before, you will see a warning message. This will tell you that the file
you are copying onto the destination disk already exists and you are

The file has been moved. Note how LocoScript simply displays those Groups
which have a file or files in them.

isfied, press Enter again and after a whirring
minute, the file will appear in that destination
Group.

Now the file is on Drive M. To get it to
your backup disk with a single drive machine,
you have to take the source disk out of Drive A
and put your backup disk in. Press F7 to tell
the machine you have changed disks.
Remember, you have to format a disk before
you can use it. ll

Dictionary+ + +

The cursor is on the option to replace with the new copy, and this
is what you want to do. It usually is, but just be careful if you use
fewer back up disks than you do working disks. You might have given
a file the same name on two working disks and you’d better not mix
them up when you back them up.

With the dictionary there’s no problem. As the updated copy is
made from your SOD disk each time you start, your additions are
added to that and you simply overwrite the old copy on your SOD disk
each time.

The other snag is that | always recommend write protecting your
SOD disk. If you then try to copy that dictionary, you'll see the mes-
sage telling you it is write protected. You must take the disk out, slip
the little tab open, put it back and re-try.

This may sound like a great deal of hassle. However, | was very sur-
prised at just how many words the main dictionary did know. When
you first start you will have to Add frequently, mainly from names and
addresses, but you may be surprised at just how may technical terms
the main dictionary can handle.

The other thing which surprised me was what a small amount of
space a User dictionary takes. | built one up which consisted of avia-
tion acronyms and abbreviations. It contained several hundred entries
and it took up the princely amount of 2K.

One last thing. When you choose to add, you will make sure you
did spell the addition correctly, won't you? Check it in a book type dic-
tionary if in any doubt.

There are other ways of being clever with dictionaries, for both
PCWs and PCs, but | think that's enough for our confused beginners.
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Bold++ +

+++Far Too
There you are, printing out your document, and it suddenly goes
into bold or italics and stays there. What do you do? The first thing
is to press the Ptr key to get into the printer control state, press F1
and opt to Abandon printing.

The PCW screen is limited in what it can show. It cannot show
characters in any style. Again, it tries, there is a little flag which
appears at the top right but it's easy to miss. You put one word in
italics and didn’t switch italics off again, and you don't realise until
you see the printout.

The answer to this is to switch on the codes, F8 and tick Show
Codes, and check through the text on the screen before you print.
You've probably already found that leaving the codes switched on
all the time is not helpful, as it pushes the text beyond margins and
so on.

But you'll find the codes catch your eye easily if you run your

Thers I wae ionocently typing
sway and 1 wanted to strsse
just one word, and the whole
of the rest of the document
went into fteiics. HELPIIT

eye down the
screen, partly
because they do

push the lines
around. You'll
be able to see
the (+ltalic) sign easily, and see whether you remembered to add
the (-ltalic) code to match.

The other method is to type nothing but text to start with and
add codes deliberately later, as part of your editing process. See
which method you prefer and you'll save a lot of time, paper and
frustration. This is the sort of problem which always seems to crop
up when you're under time pressure, with an essay due the next
morning, for instance. Developing the habit and discipline of
applying one of my suggested methods can save sanity!

A piece of text all running to italics - and how to
abandon printing after you have pressed the Ptr key.

There § was tuping away, using
large edit characters as it
hap)iened uhen suddenlg it all
wen £ 1007 wuﬁuﬁo yrdv and
then ch§ tvecell. Iuar uaH i
20... I mean, what can I do?f

Garbage created by pressing Alt+ a function key.

Alt+F1 restores normality.

Have you been merrily typing away and then

suddenly found that your screen suddenly
fills up with garbage?

Let me introduce you to the Alt key. This
is extremely useful when you know what you
can do with it, but it can cause all kind of
problems if you use it by mistake.

For most of the time, you will be using
the standard QWERTY keyboard. Alt allows
you to select three other types of keyboard,
which you will find explained in your manu-
al.

Alt+F1 is Normal- and that’s what you
press if you get into a situation like that in
the illustration. If your text bursts into sym-
bols, Cyrillic, or Greek, you know that you
have inadvertently hit Alt plus one of the
other function keys to generate what'’s
known as the supershifts.

The supershifts are:

Alt+F3, giving you a Greek keyboard
Alt+F5, which produces Cyrillic
ALT+F7, which creates Symbols

There is actually a little note at the top
right of the status lines telling you if you are
in one of the non-Normal supershifts, but in

+++Screen

your panic you're unlikely to have noticed. If
you've picked them deliberately, that's fine -
it's when you hit Alt plus a function button
by accident that the panic sets in. Just
remember that Alt+F1 will restore Normal
service (in every sense of the word!).

It's also worth mentioning sticky shift
here, if you have a version which provides it.
You'll find it on F8, Options, from the Disk
Manager Screen. You put a tick beside it
and nothing obvious happens immediately.

When you're working in a document,
though, Sticky shift lets you use key combi-
nations as separate strokes. To get a capital
U for instance, you can press Shift and then
U. The same goes for other combinations,
such as Alt and DOC. This is extremely use-
ful if you have a bad hand, or if you want to
rest your aching head on one hand while
you edit, but it also makes it more likely
you'll select one of these odd combinations,
like the Super shift, by mistake.

When you're using Sticky shift, there is a
note in the top right hand corner of the sta-
tus lines, such as *A to show you've select-
ed Alt and the next key you hit will operate
in combination with Alt. This is all fine if
you know - it is far from fine if you don’t
and do this by accident. You can cancel a
Sticky shift by hitting the selected key
again.

While we're on the subject, that same F8
Options menu allows you to do two other
things, again depending on which version
you have. These are Large edit characters
and Disallow key repeats.

Garbage+ + +

R e T i

The F8 menu on the Disk management screen -
if you have the right version of LocoScript - will
give you the Large edit, Sticky shift and
Disallow key repeats options.

The first, although not altering the
screen messages such as status lines and
menus, puts anything you type in large
characters. I've used large edit characters
in the supershift illustration. It's very useful
if you have eye problems or you've broken
your glasses.

The second option - Disallow key repeats
-allows you to stop keys running characters
across the screen if you're slow at releasing
the key. Normally, if you hold a key down for
more than a second or two it will start
repeating on screen.

This option is particularly invaluable for
anyone with poor motor control. Locomotive
really bother about people with handicaps,
which is one of the reasons for my alle-
giance and why | find it so useful for work-
ing with people who do have problems.

Again, these options are great when
you know about them, but can be more
than a little bewildering if you've switched
one on by mistake or someone else did
and you don't know why these things are
happening.

80 LocoScript User MAY 85



LocoClinic @RIHERIRIHEAIIL

Here is a collection of points which can’t half cause weeping and gnashing of
teeth if you don’t know your way round them, plus a few which can make life
very much easier on the lines of ‘I wish I'd known that’ uttered through gritted
teeth. This first batch is for PCWs.

+What Alt Can. Do For You+

That Alt key does several other useful things. Ever had to type
addresses with post codes? Or a list of capital letters and numbers?
If you use Shift, instead of DD5 9KJ, you get DD% (KJ. Annoying.
Try using Alt+Enter. This will shift the letters but only the letters. The
numbers will still be numbers. Pressing Alt+Enter.

In other words, the Shift on the PCW is a Shift lock, whereas
Alt+Enter provides a true Caps lock as on the PC.

If you have a list of numbers to type, doing it from the top num-
bers line of the usual keyboard isn’t ideal and prone to mistakes.

Over to your right you have a numerical keypad which even has
numbers on it, but it also has all the cursor keys which is what you
operate if you try to use it. Alt comes to the rescue again. Alt+Relay
sets or un-sets that pad to work as a number pad like a calculator or
back to cursor functions, so it acts as a NumLock key on the PC.

The other useful thing Alt does is to turn an ordinary tab into an
indent, or hanging, tab. If you've ever tried to indent a whole para-
graph without knowing that, you’ll know what a mess you can get into
using Return at the end of one line and a tab at the beginning of the
next, let alone what it does to justification.

¢ ‘are thred poinis’ 14
e to mkeid

o Pl iRl

(2) Ihis is the secod point,

Alt+Tab will wrap
your text back to the

< :hiuh isn’t so inpartant.¢
tab stop until the next () this one s andly
worth mentioning.¢
time you press fn'ﬁ'n':uf.'f" points 1'd
Return, which will kR

fz) is the second point,
”-'Ru‘é\ Tt o iuvgmm

¢
(3) wind this one is hardly
worth amtioning.¢

return you to the mar-
gin. That’s marvellous
for numbered para-
graphs. Type your
number, then Alt+Tab
and start typing. This
will give you a much
easier and much
neater result, as it will even preserve justification, if you have it
switched on, as the illustration shows.

Alt+" creates an open double quote, Alt+Shift+"” a close double
quote, and the single open and close quote is created in the same
way. Even less well known is the fact that Alt+Return will act as a
form feed without having to go into printer mode.

Here are two versions of a piece of text, one
without and the second with Alt+Tab hanging
indents. The difference in clarity of layout is
quite evident.

+Real Garbage+

If you haven't pressed the Alt key plus a function key, as described
earlier, but still get total gibberish, what on earth have you been up
to this time?

It's a problem which is most commonly found on the PCW9512
machines. You create a document in a Group, for example, Group 7
which you have not used before. And, to your utter horror, you see a
screen full of weird and wonderful text including Mailmerge com-
mands.

Panic not. This is because everything is on your Master disk. That
‘everything’ includes all the tutorial files and several examples.
Those examples include a template in each group for different pur-
poses. What you're seeing through your aghast eyes is a mail merge
routine for invoicing. Not too helpful if you wanted to type a letter.

You can just delete everything on the screen, using CUT, and
carry on. But it's better to sort the situation out properly. Ideally,
make two copies of your Master disk. One is your Start of Day disk,
and this is the one we're about to - cautiously - start deleting files
from.

You can get rid of all those templates - you don’t need them, cer-
tainly not at the beginning and you can always copy them back from
your other copy or the Master if you decide later you do. That will
dispose of those templates causing those very odd screens.

When you're starting - and probably for ever, | still work this way
- it's helpful to put your own TEMPLATE.STD in each and every
Group you use, even just by copying one from another Group.

That way you know exactly which template you're working with

and don’t need to worry about how the machine chooses a template.
I'll explain that another time because there are ways of exploiting
this feature, but for the moment, always have a template you put
there in every Group you use.

On that Start of Day disk you can also get rid of all the tutorial
files. They're just taking up room, which slows the loading process,
and take up room on Drive M, which can be a nuisance.

Do it a file at a time, carefully. Most of them you can tell by their
names but there are ways of checking. You could edit any file you're
considering erasing to check it, but there’s a quicker way. Put the
cursor on the file and press F5, Document. You'll see a menu with a
choice to Edit Identify, which the cursor is on.

Press Enter and you'll see another menu. This summarises the
document, telling how many pages it has, and so on, but more
importantly, it displays a few lines of text describing what's in the
file. It will do that if it has been put there by Locomotive, or if you've
inserted a brief description yourself.

All those files on your Start of Day disk have a description, say-
ing things like ‘Tutorial file for Spell Checking’. Or, ‘Not a LocoScript
Document, Printer Support File'. This second lot are the ones you do
not erase!

You can use that Identity text on your own files, which we’ll dis-
cuss another time, but it's the quick way of cleaning up your clut-
tered Start of Day disk. If you want to use the tutorial files, you load
with the other, unaltered copy, or simply change disk to it and use
the files.
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If you want to send in a letter asking about any aspect of LocoScript, please
include the following details as a checklist with your letter. If you like, you
can either cut out or photocopy the form set out here and send that in.
Important: If something goes wrong with LocoScript, do if at all possible
stop for a moment and write down exactly what happened and what the pre-
cise circumstances were when the blip occurred. This information can be
crucial to resolving the problem.

& You may not think some of the questions are relevant to your particular
problem, but | often cannot answer questions because | just don’t have the information | need. And
it may well be one aspect of your system and set-up which you have not thought was necessary to
include with your request for help.

Don’t worry if you can't find all the information, give me what you can. And, in looking for that infor-
. . . mation, you may well end up by solving the problem yourself!

+++Enquiries Checklist+++

CD-ROM (PC only)

Scanner / Type: mono/colour / hand-held / sheet fed
/ flatbed Note: In your letter, please give the fullest possible

detalls of what the problem is, how it happened, and
anything else you feel is relevant.

Send your enquiries to:

LocoClinic, Nexus Media Communications plc, Warwick House,

Sound card (PC only)
LocoLink / LocoLink for Windows
Modem / Type and speed: .........

Other add-ons (please specify): ...ttt ineennnans
If PC, operating system and Version: MS-DOS / Other Azalea Drive, Swanley, Kent, BRS 8HY.
(please specify) ......... Version number ......... (Please note that it is mot possible to answer questions individually)

(If you are not sure which version, type VER from

: Please ring where appropriate, or fill in details the prompt.) :
| requested. Type / Version of LocoScript (note that the version |
number appears on the loading screen):
| TYyPE OF COMPUTER: LOEOSCEIDE 1 / VOTSLOR - .oon..... I
I PCW PC LocoScript 2 / Version ......... I
I MODEL: Amstrad PCW8256 / PCW8512 / PCW9512 / PcW9256 LocoScript 3 / Version ......... I
I/ pcwosi2+ / pewio / ec LocoScript PC / Version ......... I
| If PCW, is a Sprinter fitted? Yes / No LocoScript PC Easy / Version ......... |
| If PC, please give details of make and model LocoScript Professional / 2 / Plus / Version |
P I
1 If PC, please give processor: 8088 / 8086/ 8026 / If PCW, which add-ons do you have: |
8036 /8046 LocoSpell / Version .........
: If PC, clock speed: ......... LocoFile / Version ......... :
I (You should find this in the manual, expressed as LocoMail / Version ......... I
MHz.) LocoChar / Version .........
I If PCW, RAM size: PCW 256K / 512K / Other (please LocoFont / Version ......... I
I specify) ......... Other (please specify): ......... I
| If PC, RAM size: 512K / 640K / 1Mb / 2Mb / 4Mb / (please specify, including Fonts disks):............ |
| Other (please specify) ......... If PC, do you have any other programs loaded when |
| Number of floppy disk drives: 1 / 2 / 3 / 4 running LocoScript? If yes, please specify ......... |
| Disk sizes and capacity: (These may well be TSRs, terminate and stay resident |
| Floppy drive A: size 3 inch / 3.5 inch / 5 inch programs, which can affect the running of |
| Floppy drive A: capacity 180K / 320K / 360K / 720K / LocoScript. They may include pop-up diaries or virus |
I 1.2Mb / 1.44Mb / 2.88Mb / Other (please specify): checkers.) I
| ......... If PC, which system do you run from: DOS / Windows |
| Floppy drive B: size 3 inch / 3.5 inch / 5 inch Version |
Floppy drive B: capacity 180K / 320K / 360K / 720K / (If Windows, do you have other parts of Windows run-
: 1.2Mb / 1.44Mb / 2.88Mb / Other (please specify): ning at the time (fax or comms, for example)? Please :
......... specify: ....... .0 0000)
| Floppy drive C: size 3 inch / 3.5 inch / 5 inch: If PCW, type of printer(s): PCW dot matrix / PCW |
| Floppy drive C: capacity 180K / 320K / 360K / 720K / daisywheel / PCW Canon bubble jet. |
| 1.2Mb / 1.44Mb / 2.88Mb / Other (please specify): Other printers (please give make, type, and whether |
| . 9-pin, 24-pin, inkjet, laser printer or other, also |
If you have a hard disk, please give capacity: 20Mb if MONO OF COLOUT) ¢ttt ittt eeseeenseneenneseeenennas |
/ 40Mb' /' Other: (pleage BPeCIfY) sswswmmswms 000 e s e sms s e e o ee w86 6 606 e 6 6 e 6 6 56 e 6 6 6 S S 85 e 5 @ |
Please Indicate any add-ong you have EIttaeds = = 3 =  sh e sianseses® s sl shessssss s s dis e @ s e s e oi@ s 56 5 88 s 504 4 5 58
Mouse / TYPE: «eeeueenn Printer software: Printer support pack / Other :
Flash Drive (PCW only) / Capacity: 1Mb / 2Mb (please specify): I
|
|
|
|
|
I
I
|
|
-

r
I
I
I
|
I
I
I
I
I
|
|
|
|
I
|
|
|
I
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|
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Straight To You. These offers are specially designed for LocoScript User readers, and we shall
be adding to them in the coming months. Please note each product’s availability (whether for

the PCW, the PC, or both).
Margin Maker

This excellent little self-assembly product for ensuring
that your paper feeds neatly into the printer is available
for the PCW built-in dot matrix printers only. It is
simplicity itself to assemble, as the illustrations show.
The price of the Margin Maker MM4 is £14.99,

RRP £19.95.

Want T'0
Another popular offering is the Essential
Guide to Fiction Writing, with a special
bonus additional guide to essay writing,
now available for the PC as well as
the PCW.

Moe Sherrard-Smith is a well-known
name in the world of those aspiring to
break into published print, and her book -
Write a Successful Novel - has helped
many hopefuls along their way.

The Guide is a completely new intro-
duction to the art of writing fiction, which
takes you through all the stages from the
original idea to the final manuscript and
how to send it on its successful road to
publication. This part of the Guide is divid-
ed into these sections:

1) Ideas and using them for a novel
2) The important differences between
theme and plot

Write

Fiction?

3) Planning the synopsis to work from
4) Sub-plots and their necessity

5) Creating living characters

6) Essential and natural dialogue

7) Viewpoint - who's telling the story
8) Gender - male/female emotional
differences

9) Conflict makes a book readable
10) Beginnings and endings

11) Writing techniques

12) Revision

These sections look in turn at what is
required of the writer when the idea first
comes, how plot, characterisation and
viewpoint must all be considered and
interwoven before any writing is done if the
novel is to have a good strong storyline and
believable characters. Novels don’t just
happen, they are created.

Also available

For the PCW only, the Essential Guide to CP/M
covers all basic aspects of the PCW'’s operating
system. The Advanced Guide to CP/M is for the
more experienced user, and contains a straight-
forward introduction to assembly language pro-
gramming. There is also an Essential Guide to
BASIC, with a unigue on-line help system which

you can summon up while BASIC is running.

For the PCW only (but soon to be released in
a different form for the PC), there is the
Essential Guide to LocoScript, which is strictly
for beginners, and the Essential Guide to
LocoScript 3, which offers an indispensable
introduction to the use of fonts and how to lay
out your text effectively.

Readers Specials

We have top bargains galore for
the very bhest products for sale
by mail order just for you

New Essential
Guides

This highly popular series for the PCW has
now been relaunched, with some titles
already available for the PC, and others in
the pipeline.

+++STOP

PRESS+ + +

Here's a very special set of offers from
Albany UK Ltd exclusive to PCW readers
of LocoScript User.

There are four ‘bundles’ of programs on
offer at vastly reduced prices for a limited
period only. Here are the details:

Pre-School Bundle

Includes ABC-123, WordPlay and Easy
Draw. RRP £29.85. Special offer price
only £15.95.

School Software Bundle

Includes Better Maths, Better Spelling,
Maths Mania and Magic Maths. RRP
£39.80. Special offer price only £19.95.
GCSE Revision Bundle

Includes French, Biology, Physics and
Chemistry. RRP £39.90. Special offer
price £19.95.

Cornix Business Bundle

Includes Simple Accounts Il and
Invoicing. RRP £39.90. Special offer
price £24.95.

Games Compendium

Includes Trivia Quiz, PCW draughts,
Applejack, Slider, PCW Challenge. RRP
£25. Special offer price £15.95.

The prices shown are for 3.5 inch disks.
For each title on 3 inch format add £1.
Post and packing £2 per order.

TO ORDER THESE ITEMS ONLY CON-
TACT ALBANY UK DIRECT, QUOTING
THIS SPECIAL OFFER. Orders can be
accepted by post or telephone, using
cheques, postal orders, Access or Visa.
Albany UK Ltd, 20 Regent St, Cheltenham
GL50 1HE. Tel: 01242 224340.
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Readers Specials

Galled To Account

Are you fazed by accounts? Puzzled by fig-
ures? Confused by cash flows? Then this is
just the thing for you: the Essential Guide to
Accounting. This is an area of vital impor-
tance for so many of us, especially if we run
a small business.

The whole subject seems to be cloaked in
an aura of mystery, and | half wonder some-
times (perish the thought) whether or not this
is a smokescreen created by accountants to
prevent us mere mortals from doing the work
ourselves and saving a whole heap of money.

Created by Derek Rogers of Total
Accounting, this is a lively and well-written
general introduction, not specific to his pack-
age, together with a demonstration version of
his program. The good news is that the Guide
is available for both PCW and PC machines.

It falls into two parts. First, there is a
book on a disk, with Chapters on the follow-
ing topics:

Chapter One: Introduction and explanation
of the disk’s contents.

Chapter Two: Why keep accounts? An
explanation of the compelling need to keep
your accounts in order.

Chapter Three: The balance sheet. Keeping
track of your assets and liabilities.

Chapter Four: Bank reconciliation. This
vital monthly exercise ensures that your ver-
sion of your current balance agrees with that
of the bank.

Chapter Five: Debits and credits. How to
ensure that you put income, expenditure,
assets and the rest on the correct sides of the
balance sheet.

Chapter Six: Double-entry bookkeeping.
Why it is so important to have a system
like this which balances out the pluses

and minuses.

Chapter Seven: Harry  Fastbuck.
Demonstrates the Nominal Ledger at work
using the example of a fictional entrepreneur
with ten grand to invest.

Chapter Eight: Integrated ledgers. How to
ensure that all your transactions are properly
recorded and cross-referenced.

Chapter Nine: Miscellaneous topics. A
round-up of various items relating to the
Nominal Ledger.

Chapter Ten: Monthly routine. How to
establish and maintain a regular habit with
accounting practices.

Chapter Eleven: Nominal Ledger. How to
maintain this essential part of any accounting
system.

Chapter Twelve: The Profit and Loss
account. One half of the Nominal Ledger
recording day-to-day trading activities.

Chapter Thirteen: The Purchase Ledger.
Recording dealings with your suppliers.

Chapter Fourteen: The Sales Ledger.
Recording sales to your customers.

Chapter Fifteen: Take-on. The hairy busi-
ness of setting up a new accounting system.

Chapter Sixteen: VAT. The dreaded value
added tax and how to cope with it.

Then there’'s a database of accounting
terms, which you can use to check up on
those baffling accounting terms. On the PC,
this is in the form of a LocoFile file. For the
PCW, a special database program has been
written. All in all, this adds up to an
extremely impressive piece of software for a
bargain price.

The RRP for all the New Essential Guides
is is £14.95, but it has been trimmed down
exclusively for us to a mere £11.95.

+++User

Direct

Special

Database, too

That's not all you will find on this disk.
There's a special database, too, with scores
of topics arranged in alphabetical order,
including valuable question and answer ses-
sions. On the PC version, this is in the form
of a LocoFile file.

All in all, a top value new software prod-
uct for the aspiring writer. But there's more
to come too - there's the added bonus of a
full-scale study skills Guide to Essay Writing
covering every aspect of this important area
of school and college work.

The Guide covers everything from the
planning stages to all aspects of writing the
essay, from punctuation to general overall
style, to revision and submission.

It's worth the price of the disk alone, and
it was written by Rex Last after years of expe-
rience in marking and correcting college and
university essays by generations of students.
The Guide is based on the text of his book
Making Sense of Essay Writing.

The RRP for The New Essential Guide to
Writing Fiction is £14.95, but it has been
trimmed down for us to a mere £11.95.
Please use the order form in our PCW User
Direct pages.

; F ;
Back 1ssues

There are back issues available for the
magazine which has now been incorpo-
rated into LocoScript User, PCW User.
Please note that only copies from
January 1994 to January 1995 are now
available.

Details of the contents of these mag-
azines were published in the March
issue of LocoScript User.

Of fers+ + +

Daytime telephone number (in case we need to contact you)

All prices include VAT and postage. Make cheques payable to LocoScript User.

Agaha Drive, Swanley, Kent BRS 8HY
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i
: Send to: LocoScript User Direct, Nexus Media Communications plc, Warwick House,
i
1

Please allow 28 days for delivery.

[ please tick this box if you do not wish to
receive information from other companies.
The specification of the products advertised is
subject to change without notice



REAL DESKTOP PUBLISHING AND GRAPHICS POWER FOR YOUR PCW!

MicroDesign3

“It'll knock your socks of fl™ »cw veer Magazine)

Use your PCW to design and print your own... Desktop Publishing means combining your

. ease word-processor text with pictures and dia-

D Personal Stationer Y 5 CMOMH . grams to create spectacular pages like these -

S this advertisement was created and printed

D Comp any Letterheads o CLORIOUS EARS mtrmes using MicroDesign3 and a Bubblejet printer.

D M, agazines & N ewsletters 3 MicroDesign3 lets you lay out your text in

A Teaching Material The Lenon-Seened Frog = column;, combine it with tgraphicsé Zl_ld even

— : raw. your own pictures and diagrams

D Essay S & Rep orts O‘L‘f"”“is""""s B straight onto your PCW's screen.
::,. ..::h.la in despest myscery &

 Books & Manuals ,d:m.,,w:wm. - MD3 is a powerful program, but it is also

() Leaflets & Brochures b et T simple to learn: PCW Plus Magazine gave

. . e Andhurdlysop o . = MD3 five marks out of five for “ease of use"

D Menus & Price Lists in their review. The MD3 package comes

O Advertisements & Forms %2}  complete with a comprehensive Beginner's

D Posters & Fly sheets N Tutorial, and “{e also provide a Technical

. > Support hotline free of charge between

...and more - the only limit is your imagination! — 4pm and 7pm every weekday.

DISC MANAGER PROGRAM
On-screen alphabetic listing of disc files;
Copy/Move/ Delete /View / Format commands;
Fast display of all CUT /MDA /MDP images on a disc;
Display Locoscript2,/3 documents from CP/M;
File "Tagging" for fast operations on multiple files.

SLIDE-SHOW PROGRAM
Display a sequence of images on the PCW screen;
Special effects for fading & scrolling between images;
Interactive keyboard control for quizzes etc.

PRICE LIST

PCW Software (3" or 3%")

MicroDesign3 (requires 512Kb memory) £49.95
MD2-MD3 Upgrade (Registered Users) £29.95
The Network (requires 512Kb memory) ¥ £25.00
Font & Shade Designer £25.00
Tweak3 T £25.00
Micro-Display £25.00
MD3 Extra Fonts Discs (each) £16.00
Program Upgrades & 3'/3%" disc change £10.00
CP/M Upgrade to latest version £12.50
¥Not compatible with CP/M v1.4,v2.1 & v2.9

o0 Oooood

PCW Hardware
MD3 Scanner £120.00
KeyMouse £50.00
X CT-RAM Memory Expansion

) ; ) 2,8, E § 512Kb £59.95
TWEAKS s o poyeru graphics manipulation program 38 Ve o SI2K £59.95
which can transform your MicroDesign text and pictures in V10 OTATE :‘ 1%Mb £99.95

all kinds of spectacular ways-these illustrations show only @ o 0'4 *' RamPort Memory + Centronics Expansion
tion with thi WE§Be % 512KD £75.00
frac LY Ofwhat can be done 1S remarkable pmgmm % N g E/ g 1Mb £95.00
Tweak3 accepts images from Stop Press and MicroDesign2 47 ~ - 2 < 1%Mb £115.00

as well as MD3 and when used in copjunction with the A \x

PC-Compatible Products

ViewPoint PCW-PC Conversion Program  £35.00
PCW-PC Scanner Upgrade £45.00
MicroDesign2-PC £40.00

Prices include VAT & Postage
Credit Cards welcome

Network, it becomes instantly accessible from within MD3,

(1 A4 modern Graphic User Interface for your PCW. .

U Arrange up to 16 CB/M program icons on the "Desktop'. Crea!Jve Tec?mology
U Full menu-driven mouse and keyboard control. (MicroDesign) Ltd
(] Stores active programs in memory for instant access. 10 Pa;;tsfz’ grt;:x’/'e;e(l;-
] Links MD3 and Tweak3 together automatically.

Tel 01889 567160
Fax 01889 563548

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGY

Please Note:
The Network is compatible with most CP/M programs and versions,
but you are welcome to contact us with queries about compatibility.

This advertisement was designed and printed AT THIS SCALE using a PCW8512 with IMb memory, MicroDesign3, and a Bubblejet printer.



Special Fealura)

aybe I'm living in a parallel uni-
verse, but I thought it was the IBM
PC which changed the face of per-
sonal computing. Now along comes
a book which tells me I got it all
wrong - it wasn’t the PC after all, it was the
Apple Macintosh.

+ Facts Box+

Book: Insanely Great. The Life and Times
of Macintosh, The Computer That
Changed Everything, by Steven Levy.

Price: £7.99
Publisher: Penguin Books,
Harmondsworth, Middlesex
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Stephen Levy has
turned in an interest-
ing if somewhat parti-
san account of the
other contender in the
computing market
place. The book
expresses a certain
resentment of the dull
PC overtaking the
magical Macintosh
with its hobbyist
roots.

And, so it’s claimed,
the user interface of
the Mac was hijacked
by Microsoft for their
Windows GUI. Steve
Jobs, the originator of
the Mac and other
Apples, regarded him-
self as something of a
computing guru cum prophet cum benefactor
of mankind.

The strange title of the book comes from
his description of the Mac. The tale of its
creation and the behind the scenes conflicts
which accompanied it are familiar stuff in the
history of the personal computer, as are the
failures - like the overpriced and underpow-
ered Lisa - which fell by the wayside.

The Mac aspired to beat IBM but failed.
The one really significant achievement which
gained it access into a vertical market was
PageMaker, the desktop publishing package
which was to the Mac what the spreadsheet
Visicalc was to the birth of the micro as a
whole.

It’s a tale well worth reading of what
might have been in personal computing.

We review a history of the
PC’s biggest challenger and
a disk-based writing course

LEGAL EAGLES

Computers and Law is a more academic book,
a collection of essays on various aspects of
computing and legal matters.

If you are passing by a library shelf with
this one on it, pick it up and at least read the
introductory chapter. You’ll need pretty steady
nerves, because the tale it has to tell is pretty
frightening.

The editors have selected three main areas
for examination: (1) electronic data inter-
change (EDI) and data protection, (2) EDI and
computer crime and (3) implications of apply-
ing artificial intelligence in the legal processes.

Why frightening? Well, not only is the law
limping way behind the technology, we get
into murky waters as soon as the international
nature of the problem becomes apparent.

It’s all well and good having data protection
in this country, but what if the EDI is
between here and Greece, or Pakistan - or
anywhere else?

What are the rules and regulations in those
countries? Are they compatible with the UK -
or do they exist at all?

In fact, we don’t have to wander beyond the
UK frontiers, since there is no systematised
control of the users of sensitive data in the first
place. In its genteel way, the introduction to
the book is telling us that the whole situation
is a mess.

+ Facts Box+

Book: Computers and Law, edited by
Indira Carr and Katherine Williams.

Price: £19.95
Publisher: Intellect Books, Oxford




EOMPLUTEERS

AND LAW

One sentence among many gives the game
away: ‘A way out of this conundrum would
be to harmonise the laws in relation to private
and data protection [across the EC].” A clear
recognition of the fact that European legisla-
tion hasn’t even got as far as fire-fighting,
let alone predicting what is going to happen
if the information superhighway really
takes off.

And as for crime: ‘In Britain, as in many
other countries, traditional criminal laws
seem unable to cope with certain kinds of
computer related crime.’

The law, it seems, has no problems when
someone nicks a silver tea service. That’s
property - you can see, touch and feel it (and
steal it, too, if you’ve a mind!). But data is a
quite different matter. Invisible electronic
blips on magnetic media are beyond the
scope of conventional legislation, it seems.

This isn’t a book for everyone, but if you
are fascinated by the legal problems which
have been thrown up by the computer and its
ever-present impact, it will give you a clear -
and frankly worrying - overview of the pre-
sent situation.

Want 10 wriTE?

If you put all the books on how to write end
to end, they’d probably stretch to the moon
and back (several times). So many people
aspire to write that there is a lively market
out there for those who want to see their
names in print.

So it’s not surprising in this computer age
that some of these guides are crossing over
from text to computer screen, and we have
taken a look at one which exists in two ver-
sions: for the PCW and for the PC.

The advantages of computer-based material
are that you can hop back and forth through
the text with the greatest of ease, and that tuto-
rial material based on questions and answers
can be made available.

In addition, there’s something to be said
for learning about the craft of writing through
the actual medium - the computer - on which
you will be putting your own writing skills to
the test.

Creative Writing have come up with two
versions of their tutorial material for the
aspiring writer - one for the PCW, the other
for the PC.

As you can see, the PC has the great advan-
tage of colour and graphical presentation, but
the PCW version does measure up pretty well,
given the limitations of the low resolution
monochrome screen.

PCW version

The PCW version uses a technique rather
violently called COMBAT, which is mercifully
short for Computer Based Tutorial Software.

It enables you to answer questions and record
your progress as you follow through the
lessons on various aspects of the writing
process.

On the PC, you’ll need to install the pack-
age. Note that you will require a 386SX run-
ning Windows 3.0 as a minimum. You also
need VGA graphics.

For each subject area, you can go either for
a learning module or a quiz. You can print out
tutorial material, and make notes with a
notepad facility. In addition, there’s an ideas
and inspirations section, to allow you to
explore a whole range of possibilities for
your writing.

It’s a package well worth considering if you
feel you require help along the way to that
magical moment when an acceptance slips
through your letter box. H

W NEAD

ELICTRONIC PUBLSHING FOR YOUR FUTURE

Click the
Continue button
tomova to the
next scroon
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The more colourful presentation of the PC
version of Creative Writing
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Creative Writing
For full details, see the advertisement in

this issue.
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Special FBHIIIFE:>

Good News

We interview David St John Thomas, a top name in

the business of helping aspiring writers to get their

work into print

airn on the Moray Firth in Scotland is
the attractive but unlikely location of
perhaps the best-known monthly publi-
cation for writers: Writers News.

It’s a glossy, 28-page magazine
packed, as its title suggests, with news and
information for the writer. There is information
on all aspects of the world of publishing and
writing, including:

® news of recent publications, including
new magazines

@ articles on wordprocessing, with a fair
helping of LocoScript and PCW information
@ items flagged ‘markets’ to highlight
potential areas in which you might be able to
place your material

@ competitions for readers to enter

@ a question and answer session based on
readers’ enquiries

@ classified advertisements

It’s just the kind of thing both to help writers
along their way and to give them the feeling
that they aren’t just lonely figures sitting at a

solitary wordprocessor staring at a blank screen.

They're part of a wider community of like-
minded dedicated souls.

And to enhance their service to readers, the
magazine has now spawned a new offspring,
called Writing Magazine, which is a newsstand
offering and has quite a different, but comple-
mentary, slant to it.

Davio AND GHARLES

The founder of Writers News is David St John
Thomas, founder of David and Charles, the
well-known publishing house, which he ran for
thirty years. He has always had an interest in

+ Facts Box+

For further information about Writers News
and its sister magazine, Writers Magazine,

see the advertisement in this issue.
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David St John Thomas, founder of Writers News.

the craft of writing, and as well as his journalis-
tic and railway books also penned a book on
the craft of writing.

He sold David and Charles in 1990 to
Readers Digest, at the time when he founded
Writers News. He moved to Scotland because
he liked the area and the climate, and on the
east coast near Inverness the communications
are good and the scenery splendid.

He leads a busy and active life, still writing
books on railways and also finding time to
give writing courses once or twice a year on
the QE2.

When I spoke to him recently, the first thing
which became evident was that his enthusiasm
for writing and for helping others to master the
craft had not waned over the years. Quite the
contrary.

My first question was a pretty obvious one:
Can anyone write? Many people aspire to get
into print, but few of them appear to have the
necessary talents or gifts. This is David St John
Thomas’ reply.

‘Are writers born or made? I believe that we
all have some creativity within us, and that may

express itself in gardening, sewing, painting,
and in a variety of other ways. But writing is a
very common outlet for our creativity.

‘It has one disadvantage, though, and that is
that whereas you can show off a painting or a
garden, you can’t actually hang a piece of writ-
ing on the wall. A few people may get satisfac-
tion from the act of writing itself, as in the case
of someone writing a personal diary, for exam-
ple, but the vast majority want to see that writ-
ing communicated. In other words, the object of
the exercise is to get your text in print.

‘Can anyone be a writer? No, not everyone.
But if you are able and keen to communicate, to
express yourself, then the chances are that you
will be able to write.”

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS

My next question concerned the market oppor-
tunities available to writers. Has the recent
depression, I wondered, reduced the number of
publishing outlets for writers as it has for just
about every other occupation - except, perhaps,
insolvency consultants and the like.

‘Surprisingly, no - but the name of the game
has changed quite a lot. There are many more
niche magazines - LocoScript User is one
example - which specialise in particular subject
areas. Many writers make a comfortable living
writing about their particular hobby or interest.’

And what about the word processor?

Has it helped writers - and if so, in what
particular ways?

“The word processor has in many ways
made life easier for the writer. One important
advantage is that many men, who may have
regarded the typewriter as a woman'’s or secre-
tary’s tool and as such rather beneath them,
have accepted keyboarding as a legitimate male
activity, SO many more men are writing now
than in the past.

‘But the word processor does not excuse you
from working correctly. Here’s an illustration of
what I mean. When I was a fruit farmer, I was
told to prune apples on the tree, not after they
have been picked. In other words, preparation is
just as vital when you put finger to keyboard as
it is when you used to put pen to paper.

‘It is important to recognise that the word
processor is just something which facilitates the
writing process. In no way does it take the
place of basic skills.

‘Writing courses are valuable if that is what



(Snecial Feature

Not content with Writers News, David St John
Thomas has recently burst into a different kind of
print. Writing Magazine is more of a general
magazine for writers, and it admirably comple-
ments its elder sister.

The March 1995 issue offers a typical mix
of interviews, profiles, help and advice, an
article on technology (PC versus Mac), com-
petitions, as well as articles on writing for

== children, finance, and non-fiction.
The busy office of Writers News. And what's that The interview is with that well-known
machine in the foreground, running LocoScript? writer and humorist Frank Muir, and his
recipe for successful comic writing is that
what you put down on paper must make
you laugh. In other words, write for your-
self - or you won't please anyone.

Next, Margret Geraghty comes to the
rescue of short story writers stuck for an
effective ending. It's one of the most
challenging kinds of writing, and her advice is well
worth pondering over.

#

Then there are a couple of features on com-
petitions. Particularly valuable is a critique of
the winning entries in a free verse competi-
tion. Everyone seems to want to write poetry,

but it's the most elusive of all forms of cre-

ative writing.

And, if you are a real beginner, there are a
couple of pages on how to break into print
in the first place. It's all valuable, sensible
advice, underlining David St John Thomas’

basic philosophy that it's practical infor-

mation and help specifically targeted on
the craft of writing that matters most.
One of the most important features in
the magazine is the market survey, which
in this issue focuses on the growing
number of magazines targeted at the
motorist.
And so it goes on, page after page of
compelling stuff for both the success-
ful writer and the newcomer. It's a

\
Taken at a Writers News seminar from last
year, Richard Bell, editor of Writers News,

is sitting in the centre, with David St John
Thomas on the right of the picture.

they concentrate on: the nitty gritty of
writing rather than generalisations about
markets and getting into print. You have
to be able to write first.’

My last question was about complete
beginners. How can they break into the
writing business, and how can they deter-
mine what kind of writing suits them best?

‘How does a raw beginner get into the
writing business? The first thing to do is to
take a magazine - possibly, Writers News -
and find out what writing is all about. Then
ask yourself what you want to write, what
your interests are, whether you are interested
in fiction or non-fiction.

‘I believe that to become successful in writ-
ing you need to have a desire to communicate,
to be a natural communicator, to have a desire

Y
CHNOLOG
TE poorMa?
or

_FICTION
NONFICT e

ARTICLE WRITING

(TING PEN

RED ED

FINANCE

AITER'S DAY valuable addition to any writer’s
to share thi ith oth le. If you h X
I mgs wi other people you have q‘;‘v‘l‘gﬂ w armoury.

that basic desire, you too can learn the craft

of writing.” ll
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Say Goodbye to
Disc Problems

If you have a PCW with 3" disc
drives you may be concerned that
your drive is wearing out, and 3"
drives can be difficult to repair or
replace. And of course, 3" discs are
becoming expensive and often
difficult to buy.

Adding a new drive so that you can
use 3'/2" discs means you can go on
using your PCW for years to come.
We are offering an easy to install 3'/2'
drive kit. This includes LocoScript 3
(if you have LocoScript | or 2),
CP/M Upgrade and a FIB file, to give
you the best performance from your
new drive. And we'll exchange your
3" Locomotive Software Master discs
for new 3'/2" ones free of charge.

So moving to your new drive will be
trouble free and you can say
goodbye to 3" disc problems.

Our internal 3'/)" drive kit is easy to
fit and, unlike other kits, replaces
your existing drive, so there is no
need to modify your PCW case.

Once installed, the FREE START-
OF-DAY DISC included means
you can start work straight away.
And you can still use all your
documents you've stored on 3" discs
because your old 3" Drive A can
become your PCW's B Drive. (You
will however need a Drive B
conversion cable to do this on a
PCW8256 or a PCW9512).

3'2" Drive Kits cost £99 for
LocoScript 3 Users and £139.00 for
LocoScript | and 2 Users.

To order your 3'/2" Drive Kit, simply
return this form together with your
payment and any 3" Locomotive
master discs you want to exchange
for 3'/2" master discs.

Or if you would like more
information, tick the box on the
coupon or ‘phone Tina Knights on
01306 747756.

Please tick

D Please send me more information on
Locomotive 3'/2" drive kits.

D Please send me the following Drive Kit:
The Kit comes with full fitting instructions.

O LocoScript | or 2 3'/" Drive Kit £139.00
(includes LocoScript 3 with full documentation)

[ LocoScript 3 3':" Drive Kit £99.00
O Drive B conversion cable £2.50

Total £
D Please send me a copy of your PCW catalogue.

Please list any Locomotive Software master discs you
are returning with this order for free exchange to 3'/."
versions.

Note your 3" discs will not be returned

Locomotive Software may make your details

ailable to other companies for

LocoSmjz'pf , |
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Your details.

Name

Address

Postcode Phorerno__
Typeof Pew: L e2s6 [desiz [ oesin

D Cheque or Postal Order; payable to
Locomotive Software

D Credit card. Please debit my Visa/ Access/

MasterCard/ Delta account number: Exp date
— _— : -
| HTTTTITTT
Signature
Please LOCOMOTIVE
return SOFTWARE
to: i Dorking Business Park,

\ 7] Dorking, Surrey RH4 1YL
8 Tel 0306 747756

the mailing of information which we believe will be of interest to you



Bud et Great value Menu-driven software
g for ALL PCW's. NO MORE TO PAY
on copyright and Public Domain

SOftwa re (PD) titles. Shareware requires extra

payment if found useful.
HOME AND BUSINESS

@ CORNIX SIMPLE ACCOUNTS (Special Edition) £19.95

AMES

©® APPLEJACK £5.00
Use keyboard to control your character who has to jump up and collect the

EDUCATION

Make education fun with our special low prices on SCHOOL SOFTWARE

©® MAGIC MATHS (Age 4-8) £9.95 Wl Book-keeping for non-accountants. Just enter details of sales, purchases, apples off a tree. There are various hazards to be avoided in doing so and
A stimulating program to interest children in early maths and numeracy. receipts and payments and Cornix does the rest. Fully operational iftﬁese catch OL‘R’OU lose a "life". Collect 8 apples and you move on to the
©® MATHS MANIA (Age 8-12) £9.95 | Version. R next (more difficult) level. Suitable for all ages. Copyright.
Learn arithmetic through this lively multi-level game. Copyright. @ CORNIX SIMPLEINVOICING (Special Edition) prn @ FUN AND GAMES £5.00
@ BETTER MATHS (Age 12-16 ¥ £9.95 Make professional quahgr invoices, keep them on file, print them, produce 10 classic games for the PCW - Pacman, Space Invaders, Breakout,

. ¥ ; o summary statements and record analysis. Fully operational version. Bomber, Hungry Snake, Maze, PingPong, Pressup, Life, Golf. PD
Hours of tuiton, revision and testing to current GCSE standards. Copyright. l @ PERSONAL ORGANISER £9.95 @ PIT YOUR WITS £5.00

® BETTER SPELLING (Age 8-Adult) £9.95 W Well-presented suite of programs comprising Calendar & Appointments, Includes Othello, Mastermind, Spellit, Rubik's Cube, TicTacTo, Stone

An effective spelling course by language expert and psychologist. Copyright. Diary and three address books. Copyright. (Awari) Biorhythm Plotter, Word Search Puzzle Maker. PD

@ ABC-123 £9.95 @ FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT £5.00
Teaches pre-school children their alphabet, numbers and shapes using @ EASY WORD PROCESSOR £5.00 Features Aerial Antics, Battleships, Burglar Bill, Car Park Blues, Fly Race,
clever cvombination of graphics and sound. Copyright. A powerful WordStar-like editor which offers full screen editing, block Mastermind, Post Haste, Solitaire, Table Tester, Widget Factory. PD

@ WORDFLAY 5 ) Geuiigeiig menoe. I ; ;l;Ag]:i clf)lsliesthu[)er:J 3}5 :rlr\\‘g Dé:gftlr{esl}ol.rl\x[:ar Lander, Trade Boggle Socfesr.oo
Help under 7's to recognise a variety of objects and their spellings by B;}‘g;i%gg:ﬁgégmgstgztggeggsbslgggmm Calendans and155.00 St Basebaﬁ, ki Bl Do Piot Me?c S

matching pictures to spelling and spelling to spellings. Copyright.

@ EASY DRAW £9.95
Learn the alphabet, numbers, simple shapes and draw simple pictures
which can be saved to disk and printed. Age 4-8. Copyright.

ting cards. Also prints si db. PD. Horse Racing, Civil War, Craps, Baccrat, Wumpus, Cahse, Swarms,
grlgill\?TmSSTEIio 88[5.;1 )K(IS an banners £5.00 Blackjack, Sljuare/ Queen, Crazy-8, Hangman, Spies, Dots, Strobe, Noughts

Lets you view all Printmaster clipart graphics on-screen or printed out. PD & Crosses, Homonyms. PD
@ PRINTMASTER ASSORTED CLIPART 500 | ® ULTIMATE BANDIT £5.00

@ FRENCH TUTOR FOR GCSE £9.95 [ Useful selection of over 600 clipart graphics for use with Printmaster, PD, | Turn your PCW into a pub-style One Armed Bandit. Graphic presentation
Tried and tested at Language College. Wide selection of menu-driven I? WP & Pfﬁ“‘;gg&[gg?&’fr ASCII list. WORD COUNT § %55%11[ zlglﬁfglggi Ia(r}?e ke Litieely compulsbeet Copyright. £5.00
; fton.ai i i rint text file ) an ist, or ; ) - ; A Py
:ml;ijYS,S tIe(?tSs ;gg;‘?g’;{agés %opynght. Shareware version £5. c995 [l or Locoscript CALENDAR GENER};\TOR, SPELLING CHECKER with A good simulation of a limited overs cricket match ~ mixes luck, skill and
X ; : ; o small Dictionary and Word Editor, paper and printer control programs, knowledée of cricket but easy enough for anyone to play. Shareware.
Interactive learning and testing on full range of GCSE topics. Copyright. BANNER printers. PD. ©® PCW-DRAUGHTS £5.00
@ CHEMISTRY TUTOR FOR GCSE £9.95 W @ POSTER MAKER (Dot Matrix and Bubblejet) £5.00 A well-presented and challenging version of the well-known board game
Interactive learning and testing on full range of GCSE topics. Copyright. Produce high-definition postes with large scaleable fonts. Copyright. glayed a%amst the computer. Full-screen graphics. Copyright.
@ BIOLOGY TUTOR FOR GCSE £9.95 ll @ FANCY PRINTING (Igot Matrix and Bubblejet) £5.00 VERBIAGE (3" disk only) o . £500
Interactive learning and testing on full range of GCSE topics. Copyright. Create pictorial borders with multi-coloured printing on appropriate é novel game based on the pogular TV Quiz "COUNTDOWN .
 SPELL-IT: WORLD OF WORDS . colour printer, and SCREEN DUMP for external printer. Shareware. oml{)u]swe and entertaining. Good use of graphics and sound. Copyright.
; ; W © LETAFONT (Dot Matrix and Bubbleject) g500 | @ TRIVIAQUIZ £5.00
Guess the hidden word game based on "Hangman" but with setting Introduce 16 varied typeface styles to on-screen programs, files and A multi-choice game with plenty of fast-action on the sceen and in the

system and option for up to four players. Ten categories. Excellent game.

Rating: 19/20 PCW Plus, ;‘rinted output. With editor to redesign or design your own. Copyri%isltbo %ame lay. Competitive scoring and a wide variety of questions. COPYEight'

MAILING LIST MANAGER . SLIDER 4 4 A _—
Keeps track of names and addresses in a database. Prints out labels. PLUS | A picture s divided up into a grid of squares and mixed .“i‘ Slide them
a simple 5-line label creating and printing program. Shareware. around to re-assemble the picture. Great graphics. Copyright.
@ HERMES DATABASE £500 | @PCW CHALLENGE . 4 £5.00
Simple and friendly. Fields are user defined with maximum size of records Four %reat clue and puzzle-solving adventure games featuring our hero
being 512 bytes. Index, find, review and printout options. Shareware. from Rochdale, Arnold Blackwood. The offbeat sense of humour makes
@ FILE INDEX £5.00 these games great fun for all ages. Copyright.
h I . . K iling list, address book, club bership file, catal ©® COLOSSAL CAVE ADVENTURE £5.00
in the refer'ence. Plus database of locations in UK. Display simple map, reecf)}:dzngDs, %taﬁnpz, b;giss o?'oan; élollgg(l)r;'seil;senig mectaoito E;f oler ExFlore the huge cave for treasures whilst avoid the traps, dead-ends and
calculate distances, plan trips around locations. Shareware. ’ ugly monsters lurking around some corners. With game save and load. PD

@ SKYCHART ASTRONOMY £5.00 @ BESTIARY £5.00
Data and charts showing the sky at a time and location selected by the S A \/ E M O NEY You play the part of a young prince who has to rescue his people from the

user. Plus a range of astronomical calculations. Shareware. blight that attacks his kingdom. Plus QUEST a classic text adventure. PD

® LOGOA LOGIC £5.00 © MOUNTAIN MAN £5.00
Features a fun selection of games and challenges using LOGO graphics. . 20 % D I S COUNT A complusive text-based adventure with optional I§raphics, in the style of
AIRLINER, ANAGRAM, HANGMAN, UFO HUNTER, DRAW, MUSIC, [ Colossal Cave. Don't start this one late at night! P

ID. When you order 4 or more titles
YA O, 4 PROGRAMMING

] S TUTO! £5.
A xﬁe{gonglgia&ematical ideas showing the power of the computerf5 " . 40 % D I S COUNT
©® NEVADA COBOL COMPILER

For all ages. Graphs, trigonometry, calculus, chaos theory. Shareware. [ B

© THE ELEMENTS =\  When you order 10 or more titles £99
COBOL is an industry standard data processing language. This s a full compiler]

based on ANSI-1974 Standard COBOL, featuring runtime error messages,

For GCSE Chemistry students, centred around the Periodic Table, you type

in the element symbol and a list of facts is displayed or printed. Shareware. Nes : ; .
random access and sequential files and 1nte%:ahon of assembly language using
the Nevada or DR MAC assembler. Copyright

@ SPELLING BEE £5.00
An easy to play spelling game which uses animated pictures with three
levels of difficulty. Shareware.

©® BRITMAP £5.00
Displays map showing O/S symbols. You have to find a feature and type

@ SPREADSHEET 2
Ideal for financial and schoolwork. Workspace of 60 rows by 26 columns,
menu-driven command entry, enter text, numeric value or calculation (+-
*/ with reference to any cell or total). Print facility and documentation. PD

@ NATIVE BRITISH PLANTS £5.00
Answer a series of questions and this program will attempt to determine

: % £9.95
the name of your plant from its extensive database. Shareware.

The essential companion to the Nevada COBOL compiler for those who want to

® FRACTAL MAGIC £5.00 | @ HOME ACCOUNTS £5.00 get the most out of their programming. Covers all topics in a friendly and
Patterns created by fractals have been a source of great interest for man y Control your chequebook transactions, monitor your bank statements and practical way with examsles. Coj Krig t

computer users. Create your own designs and print them out. Shareware. run a home budget system with this popular program. Shareware. @ NEVADA PASCAL COMPILER . . £9.95
© FUN WITH GRAPHICS £5.00 © HOME AND OFFICE £5.00 Fk:fhng p(l);lnt tg{)lﬁ dig{ts, f;racq fac1119t}{; r%npme err%r mess]a;gles, linker
Features a simple drawing program, a fascinating graphic illustration of Mailing list, label printer, text editor, calculator, typewriter, typing tutor, ;::ndzs;‘er:e ﬁ'e’nﬁal‘;'nﬂlfndeigé[’gfé I /(51 lfltl}i?n}gx?scehilsl{f)s'ra;n égif}iltr;cgr?:]&ser
natural selection called BIOMORPH plus new GRAPHICS ROUTINES. PD | calendar, accounts metric-imperial converter, diary plus brain teasers. PD and access ?0 system calls. Copyright. v ISIO8 yanaly

® MORSE CODE TUTOR £5.00 ©® STANDARD BUSINESS E'ITP;RS ) i ~ . £500 ® NEVADA FORTAN COMPILE £9.95
Learn Morse Code using a simple graphics display and the PCW beep Over 100 letters, ready to use or edit, to suit a variety of applications. This full feature compiler adheres to the ANSI x3.9-1966 standard with some
tone, then test yourself and measure your progress with the tutor in terms ® INVOICE MANAGER ) ) £5.00 1977 extensions such as THEN, ELSE, COPY, CHAINing and TRACE. Two-pass
of interpretation speed and range of knowledge. Shareware. Produce professional quality invoices, keep them on file on disk, print assembler, random 1/0 file, 25 general purpose subroutine/ function library and

them out. Modify and customise layout to your requirements. Copyright.

ify
LITILITIE S @ BASIC ACCOUNTS & STOCK CONTROL (2 disks) £7.50
A simple accounts program which could be used at home or in a small
business application. Includes VAT analysis module. Shareware.

® PCW TOOLBOX £5.00 | @ PCW CSRIPEND[UM £5.00

runtime error reports. Copyright.

@ BASIC TUTORIAL £5.00
A useful, well-presented and interactive tutorial covering most aspects of
the Mallard BASIC language supplied with every PCW computer.

Simph'f{ your PCW housekeepaing with full point and select control over Label printer & database, text editor, calculator, calendar, memo-writer, Shareware.

any disk. Organise your files. Sector Edit, Format Disk Map, Change yping tutor, diary, home accounts, games and more. Copyright. ©® THE C PROGRAMMER £5.00

Attributes, l?nerase. PD CASSETTE LABELLER £5.00 Small C is a ]{)racﬁcal and useable C compiler. The disk includes source

©® COMPLETE UTILITIES £5.00 | Produce inlay cards for a collection of music cassettes and create an code and 25k of documentation. Produces executable .COM programs. PD

Thousands sold - an essential disk for all PCW Owners using CP/M. alphabetical index of the collection as a reference. Shareware.

MaxiSweep, Unerase, File and disk Sector Editor, Faulty Disk Recovery, © HOME VIDEO £5.00 @ MIX C COMPILER £39.95

Memo ]\Xa , Passwod Protection, Screen Blanker and more. MostlyrIXD. Keep track of your video collection. Sort and print in any order of title A professional C compiler which produces stand-alone, executable .COM

@ INSTA-MENU £5.00 | number, video number, global alphabetic or unique. PD. files. Closely adheres to the original Kernighan-Ritchie standard with full

Locoscript-style menu presentation when running all your CP/M © HOME INVENTORY/HOME INSURANCE £5.00 floating point arithmetic. Big manual includes tutorial section with
rograms. A better "front-end" for your PCW. Copyright. Keep a record of all your possessions and their value - ideal for house examples. Thousands sold - highly recommended. Copyright.

g P%ACKERS TOOLBOX £5.00 contents insurance, stock/asset register etc. PD. @ MIX C COMPILER £9.95

Fast mulh'-cory duplicator, formatter, convert PCW discs to MSDOS- @ POOLS FORECASTER £5.00 Text Editor, Graphics Library, Utilities & Examples.

format, transter your WP files to a PC, disc and memory viewer and Should help improve the odds of winning the Football pools by predicting

disector. score draws based on past statistical performance. Shareware.

© CROSSWORD SOLVER £9.95
A great aid to crossword puzzle fans. Type in the letters you know and the
program will search its 35,000 word dictionary and display all possible
words. Key in letters to the anagram generator and all possible
combinations will be displayed. Update the dictionary any time.

Copyright.

@ DESIGNS FOR CRAFT £5.00
Computer generated designs for tapestry, needlework and rug-making.
Uses Printmaster and Fractals for examples supplied. Shareware.

©® COMMUNICATIONS TOOLBOX £5.00
Data transfer between computers (local and remote), access to databases
and bulletin boards. UKModem, 7, Kermit, MEX, Viewdata Prestel. PD.



Jayne Carson continues her exploration of style with
more of those little things that add up to good English

ur series on style began in the first issue

with punctuation, which we are continu-

ing to explore here. The idea is to start

small, then build up via the word to the

sentence, the paragraph, and finally (if
and when we get there!) to the structure of the
text as a whole.

But that’s a few months off yet. In the
meantime, here is a brief recap of what we
have covered so far. Order back issues via our
User Direct pages (pages 43-44).

In February, we looked at the colon, the
semicolon, and the full stop.

The March article covered the ellipsis and
quotation marks.

And in April the items on the menu were
apostrophes, genders and cases, exclamation
and question marks, and forms of the plural as
an additional item.

To cap IT ALL

This episode in our survey of good English
style explores the question of when to use capi-
tal letters and moves on to brackets. Note that,
for convenience, I am including numbers, capi-
tal letters and other odds and ends under the
general umbrella of punctuation.

Let’s start with the most obvious application
of capital letters. They are used, as we all
know, to begin sentences. They are also used

to begin a quotation: ‘To be or not to be’,
unless it’s just ‘part of a sentence’.

When introducing direct speech, the first
word spoken has an initial capital. In other
words, he said, ‘The first letter of this sentence
spoken is capitalised.’

Next in line are proper names, days of the
week and months of the year. There are excep-
tions, like the American poet e e cummings
who insisted that his name began with lower
case letters, and you will see the same kind of
thing in display type over some shop fronts and
in the name of some products.

AN EFFING ANOMALY

Some names beginning with f have apparently
acquired a lower case double f: ffoulkes, for
example, but the anomaly is more apparent
than real, since in the medieval past capital F
could be spelled ff.

On the subject of poets, lines of poetry tend
to begin with an upper case letter (with the
exception of some modern poetry):

The boy stood on the burning deck,

A string of sausages round his neck...

The tricky cases, though, are those where the
same word can appear with an initial upper
or lower case letter. How do we sort out the
following:

+Did You

Here are a few odd facts about punctuation
which you probably didn’t know - and proba-
bly don’t need to know, but they're fascinat-
ing anyway.

The punctuation we use today first came

into full use in the seventeenth century.
The word ‘punctuation’ comes from punc-
tus, the Latin for point.

Inscriptions in Classical Latin used points
to separate words. Nowadays we use the
invisible punctuation sign, the space,
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between words.

Before the last century, Chinese text had
no punctuation marks because of its gram-
matical forms.

In German, most punctuation is syntactical
- marking off parts of the sentence - than,
as in English, used for pauses for breath.
Spanish has for the last two centuries used
an inverted exclamation mark and question
mark at the beginning of an exclamation or
question, with the conventional mark at

the end.

One of the kings of England
was King Charles I.

[ knew a Venetian who bought
a venetian blind.

[ knew an Alsatian who
bought an alsatian.

[ went to Chihauhau in
Mexico and bought a
chihauhau.

The most recent prime
minister is John Major,
Prime Minister.

The odd thing about the state
Rhode Island is that it isn’t an
island.

Did you hear of the
Frenchman who put in french
windows?

When I was in India I couldn’t
buy an india rubber.

The rule, more or less (since you can also
write Venetian blind), is that if the word is a
title or acting as an alternative to a proper
name, then upper case is the rule, otherwise
not.

Most words used in senses which have
become detached from their original proper
name meaning, like alsatian, wellington,



sandwich, now begin with a lower case letter.
When staring anomalies in the face, though, I
suppose that you could argue that, while
brussels sprouts have nothing to do with
Brussels, Yorkshire puddings do retain a dis-
tinct Yorkshire connection.

Or you could go a bit further and argue
that no one would dare to write yorkshire like
that without a capital letter, as you’d have the
whole population of that three Riding county
baying for your blood. (Incidentally, Riding
comes from treding or trithing in Old
English, meaning a third part.)

R CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOC

So we refer to the Eastern bloc (or, to be
politically correct, we used to), but the east-
ern part of Europe. We would also refer to
the Bishop of Durham as Bishop (as a form
of address), but he is just one of the bishops
of Durham over the centuries.

If you relish the oddities of the English
language, ponder on the following. If you
have a secretary and he or she is at home,
you do not capitalise either. However, if you
are in government and are appointed Home
Secretary, things are a little different.

So, if it’s a title, it’s upper case, if it is
not, it is most likely to be lower case. The
easiest example to bear in mind is that
Regent Street is one of many London streets.

This refers to institutions and organisa-
tions, like the NSPCC, which spells out as
the National Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children, and causes some of us
to wonder why it’s only ‘national’ whilst
the parallel society for animals bears the
title Royal.

Pronouns are lower case - he, she, hers
and so on - with the exception of I, which
presumably would look odd as an isolated
lower case letter, and references to the deity,
so that He is distinguished from mere mor-
tals.

But there’s another source of confusion,
too, which comes when the same word has an
upper or lower case according to its meaning.
We know that the London Underground goes
underground for most of its route, and that
the Christian Church has many churches.

In such cases, it is the function of the
word which determines whether it is upper or
lower case. The Church with an initial capital
is an institution, whereas a church is a build-
ing in which Christian worship takes place.
The capital in Christian comes from the fact
that it is an adjective based on a proper name,
Christ, like Freudian from Freud, Copernican
from Copernicus, and so on.

Religious references tend to hold on to
capital letters. As I said a couple of para-
graphs back, God tends to be referred to as
He, and the Bible is usually granted an upper
case initial, like the variation The Good
Book. (That’s appropriate enough, since the

word comes from the Latin biblia, book -
hence bibliography, amongst other things.)

CapiTaL coons

Apart from oddities referred to earlier, prod-
ucts like Hoover and Ansafone are capi-
talised, but when the product name becomes
the generic term for the item concerned, then
you refer to the hoover whether it’s
Electrolux, Vax, or whatever make.

Some products are even perverse enough
to have capital letters in the middle of the
word. Now where can I possibly think of an
example relevant to this magazine?! (That’s
one instance where a question mark plus an
exclamation can be pretty well justified, I
think.)

Capitals can also be used ironically, as in:
A healthy constitutional each morning can
be regarded as a Good Thing.

Book TITLES

The question of book titles can cause a few
problems. The general rule appears to be
either that the first word plus the nouns in a
book title have a capital initial, or the first
word plus the ‘main words’ in the title.

While we are on the subject, book titles
are generally italicised, and subtitles are sep-
arated from the main title either by a full
stop or a colon.

Let’s look at all these in practice. Here
are a few titles which don’t pose any real
problems: Gone with the Wind, The Day of
the Triffids, Great Expectations, Sense and
Sensibility - I don’t think I need to go on.

But it’s not always so easy. One of the
books on review this month on pages 46-47
is about the Macintosh computer. The title is
Insanely Great, which capitalises an adjec-
tive, Great, mainly because it would look
odd if it wasn’t.

So a scattering of upper case letters to
taste appears to be one of the general rules.
When it comes to the two subtitles of this
book, however, we end up in really murky
waters. Here’s the full title as it appears on
the cover, with full stops added:

Insanely Great. The Life and Times of
Macintosh. The Computer That Changed
Everything.

The copy editor who had to cope with this
little knotty problem decided that, as the tail
of the subtitle didn’t have any nouns in it
(everything is a pronoun), it makes more
sense to put a capital letter in front of the
lot.

So in most cases, book titles don’t pre-
sent problems, but where they do a touch of
common sense and good judgment is called
for, plus a sense of how it looks on the page.
Too Many Capitals Are Not A Good Thing,
whereas too few can make the title look odd.

FOREIGN TONGUES

If you have a word beginning with
& (alt+A) or ¢ (Alt+Z), then use
the capitalised form (Shift+Alt+Z)
as in (Edipus Rex.

Alternatively, use the equivalent of
o + e, which you would in English
when referring to a nun in French:
Soeur Marie, rather than Sceur
Marie.

With accents, you can get away in
French without putting an accent on
a capital letter - in German, though,
you should: Osterreich - for
Austria. Alternatively, use Ae, Oe
or Ue - that’s where the Umlaut
(diaresis) comes from originally.

In German, the ‘scharfes S° - B
(Alt+S) - can be written as ‘ss’. It
comes from the combination of the
old hooked s plus s: fs.

What to do with foreign accents

What happens with non-standard initial letters?
English rarely poses a problem, unless you are
quoting from a foreign language. See the illus-
tration for examples.

On the subject of other languages, if you
quote from them - or cite book titles in a for-
eign language - do follow the convention of the
language concerned. In French, for example,
bock titles tend to be lower case except for the
first letter of the first word and proper names.

More importantly, in German, all nouns
begin with a capital letter.

While we are in this neck of the woods, we
might as well pause and consider foreign
accents. When the foreign word becomes part
of English, then the accent tends to disappear,
as in naivete (also written naivety), and a natu-
ralised German import like kindergarten loses
its initial capital.

The same applies to bete noire, where the
circumflex over the first ‘e’ of bete would be
just a bit pretentious.

There’s another point to watch with foreign
imports, and that is that they can be italicised,
like carpe diem, lapsus linguae, Lebensraum,
Jje ne sais quoi, and so on.

However, here common sense should tell
you what to do. And do follow the golden rule:
If you are not sure what the foreign import
means, don’t use it. Otherwise you might show
yourself up. Pretentious, moi?

PROGRAM LISTINGS

Computer programs are a special case when it
comes to capital and lower case letters. BASIC
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Bargain Trade-Up Offers

Sales Hotline

0800 716985

Configuration y

14" Monochrome SVGA Monitor b N SN "1™
102 key Keyboard Bt =i | .
Choice of Mini Tower or Desktop case :

1Mb of RAM upgradeable to 16mb
2 Serial, 1 Parallel & 1 Games port
3%." 1.44mb Floppy drive
Microsoft DOS 6.22

LocoScript Easy

VL-Bus System |,

14" SVGA Colour monitor
102 key Keyboard
Choice of Mini Tower or Desktop Case
4Mb RAM upgradeable to 64MB
VL-Bus Motherboard with Intel CPU

2 Serial, 1 Parallel & 1 Games port

32" 1.44Mb Floppy Drive

270Mb IDE Hard Drive

Microsoft Compatible Mouse

Cirrus Logic 5428 VL-Bus Video Card
with 1Mb VRAM

Microsoft DOS 6.22

Windows for Workgroups 3.11

<  Ribbons

RIBBONS

S8 LR

Options

Colour Monitor - add £85.00

RAM (per MB) - add £31.00

210Mb Hard Drive - add £129.00
Windows for Workgroups - add £52,.00
Locoscript Professional - add £35.00

ARt €t tns 8RS

Dysan

£4.95 £1.95
Boxof10— 25% Discount on SAGE upgrades =
NewWord 2
7
D
Plus Buy 10 boxes cracker
get 1 box FREE! Touch 'n' Go Plus Buy 10 get 1 FREE!

All your favourite
Paperback Software
titles available on PC

Canon
BJ10SX
Cartridges
from

£14.99

Paperback Software Buffers * Cables * Switch Boxes
a name synonomous with quality products & value for money Ribbons * Mouses * Mouse Mats

s . . Trackballs * Scanners * Disks
Call us now for pricing and service that is second to none Data Cartridges * Paper

Disk Storage Boxes * Inkjet Cartridges
. Toner Cartridges * Sage Statio
BN pPaperback Software Limited, Shenley Hall, el e

, Screen Filters * Surge Protectors * Labels
Rectory Lane, Shenley, Radlett, Herts. WD7 9AN
UK

Technical & other enquiries Tel. 0245 461946 Welcome

All offers are made subject to availability. Prices exclude VAT & Carriage (£5 Keaiad
- software & Consumables, - £15 (min) for hardware) Prices and specifications are
el Corect at time of going to press but may change without notice




requires keywords (or compound basic sym-
bols, as one language used to call them) to be
in upper case. The language C on the other
hand, requires them to be lower case, and
some languages - particularly operating sys-
tems languages like CP/M and MS-DOS -
don’t really care whether you type in upper or
lower case.

The same tends to apply to file names.
When you type in a filename in LocoScript,
you don’t have to convert the name to capitals,
since the word processor does it for you.

There is an important point to bear in mind
if you are presenting program listings, and that
is the fact that a source of confusion exists
with a couple of capital letters. I and O have
always caused bother, and here are a couple of
tips about dealing with them - and other poten-
tial problems, too.

I and O - the capital letters, that is - can
easily be confused with 1 and O - the numbers,
that is. It’s an even richer source of confusion
in that many typefaces don’t distinguish
between either one or, even worse, both, on
the printed page.

One solution as far as the letter I is con-

cerned is not to use it in the program for the
names of variables, and if you must, put them
in lower case:

FOR i = 1 to 10
Here there should be no doubt as to which is
which. However, there is one point here which
program listers (us included!) tend to over-
look, and that is that to our eternal wonder-
ment, there are people out there who like to
type in programs even if they don’t know the
first thing about programming.

Which means that there should be a warn-
ing of some kind with your listing that
explains this likely pitfall.

Second in line is the capital O. Here we are
a bit more fortunate, as there are options in
computer and typesetting printout to put a
slash through the zero to distinguish it from its
letter counterpart.

Of the other sources of confusion amongst
typers-in of programs the worst is the old line
number problem. Take the illustration as an
example. What happens in BASIC is that our
beginner types in the first program line for
line.

When he or she gets to the line:

10 REM Disaster!
20x = 1

30 print "x = ",x
40 x = x + 1:IF x =
10 THEN GOTO 60

50 GOoTO 30

60 END

10 PLAN B

20 x = 1

30 PRINT "x = ", x

40 x = x + 1:IF x =
10 THEN GOTO 60

50 GoTO 30

60 END

How to get a BASIC program wrong - and right

10 THEN GOTO 60
- if that is typed in as a separate line, the origi-
nal line 10 is overwritten and the program will
crash! So the moral is, as Plan B shows, to
indent any continuation lines to minimise the
problem. It’s also advisable to add a word of
explanation to the reader as well.

That’s about it for this time. Next month we
consider the problem of (brackets), or was that
[brackets] or {brackets} or even <brackets>? Hll

powerful add-on

‘Next Month...

in LocoScript User
Another packed issue coming up, including:
@ Rocket power - LocoScript doesn’t have a spreadsheet, but here is the next
best thing for the PCW owner
LocoClinic - six pages of help and advice from our resident expert Liz Bruce
Putting on a show - A complete review of the LX Display fonts

LocoMail unravelled - Hazel Underwood reveals more mysteries of this

Plus all the usual features and a surprise or two - so why not assure yourself of a
copy (and a meaty special offer at the same time) by subscribing?

See our advertisement on page 60 for full details.

~
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Dave Greenhough takes a dip into his posthag and
answers a pile of readers’ questions

+++Clip Art

A lady phoned the other day asking if it
was possible to use clip-art from the Stop
Press DTP program to MicroDesign. The
simple answer to this question is yes.
MicroDesign and Stop Press both use the
PCW cut graphic file format for small
images.

For larger images Micro Design will
import the Stop Press canvas SPC files
although MicroDesign calls this ‘screen
format’ and insists that the file extension
is changed from SPC to SCR.

GP/M Gorner

This month I'm turning the column to a round-up of

readers questions. So let’s get down to husiness first with

Transfers++ +

If you need to exchange graphic file in
the other direction things become a little
more complex. Stop Press will not accept
any MicroDesign MDA files, although a
limited MDA to Stop Press file conversion
program is available on the Clip Art 2 Disk
from DGC Software (01274 636475).

The program is limited in the sense that
if the MDA file is larger than the fixed size
of the Stop Press canvas file only the
top left hand corner of the MDA file is
converted.

+Keeping Accounts+

I've received many questions about
accounting software over the past couple
of months, so here’s a very brief round up
what’s available.

Money Manager PCW from Connect
Software (0181 743 9792) offers what is
perhaps the easiest program for anybody
who has never operated an accounting
program before, and would be suitable for
domestic accounts and very small busi-
nesses.

There are two business account pack-
ages available: Cornix Accounts (01234
219969) and Total Accounting (0141
334 8902). While both of these packages
offer a full range of features to organize
the accounts any small business, Total
Accounting may appeal to the user who
may have already mastered traditional
bookkeeping.

Before buying any of these programs
you may be interested in our exclusive
Guide to Accounting (see the reader offers
page for full details), which was written by
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Derek Rodgers the author of Total
Accounting. The guide covers all aspects
of computerised accounting and is not
specific to the Total Accounting package.

Whilst thinking of accounting pro-
grams, the importance of keeping back-up
disks springs to mind. Ask yourself how
important the data stored on your disks is
worth and what would you do if any your
important disks were suddenly lost.

While it may be possible to recover data
from a damaged disk the job is never easy
and always takes lots of time. If anybody
tries to tell you that recovering data from
a damaged disk is easy don't believe
them.

| remember once being given the job of
salvaging the data from a badly damaged
disk which took a little longer than four
days and wasn't a complete success even
then. The charge to the customer is more
than the original cost of the PCW. Never
overlook the importance of keeping back-
up disks.

some BASIC questions.

Lottery

Robert Johnston of Larne is attempting to
write a lottery number selector program.

Robert writes that ‘every so often the
program throws out two similar num-
bers. | have tried all sorts of ways to
counteract this without success.” The
program as it stands is:

400 seed=PEEK(64504!)

410 RANDOMIZE (seed)

420 FOR x=1 to 6

430 PRINT INT(49*RND(1)+1)

440 NEXT
One way to solve this problem is to store
the random numbers in an array and
test for a duplicated number, and
repeat the number selection if neces-
sary until an unused number emerges:

400 seed=PEEK(64504!)

410 RANDOMIZE (seed)

420 FOR x=1 to 6

428 ok=0

430 num
(x)=INT(49*RND(1)+1)

432 FOR y=1 to x-1

434 IF num(y)=num(x)
ok=1

436 NEXT

438 IF ok=1 THEN GOTO 428

439 PRINT num(x)

440 NEXT
What I've done is to store the random
numbers in the array num(x). The new
loop, lines 432-436, then checks the
previous numbers for a duplicate and if
a duplicate is found the variable is used
as a flag to force the program to choose
a new random number. And good luck
with the lottery!

THEN




+ +

+The

Great

(Getting Technical

Escape+ + +

Bill Smith of Orpington has a quite different
problem. He is using the screen escape
sequence to print to specific screen posi-
tions. Bill explained that the first three
lines printed correctly, but the fourth line
printed at the beginning of the next screen
line.

The cause of this problem lies with the
programmers at Locomotive Software solv-
ing a different problem. Mallard BASIC
maintains a logical character count so that
BASIC will automatically preform a carriage
return and line feed after printing the num-
ber of characters set by the WIDTH com-
mand.

The next character starts on a new
screen line. The logical counter is reset by
the carriage return. In normal circum-
stances this system works well enough, that
is, until screen escape characters are used.

This is because although an escape code
moves the cursor to a new position on the
screen to Mallard BASIC the code is no
more than a certain number of characters.

Try this:

10 esc$=CHRS$ (27)

20 PRINT esc$+”E”+esc$+"H”

30 PRINT

40 DEF FNat$(r,c)=esc$
+7Y"+CHRS$ (r+32) +CHRS$ (c+32)

50 PRINT

60 FOR i1%=0 TO 19

70 PRINT FNat$ (r+1%,40)
7 STRINGS (20, 7a”) ;

80 PRINT POS(0):;

90 NEXT
When you run the program you will see that
although each line should be positioned at
column 40, some of the lines are in fact
positioned at the left hand edge of the
screen. The solution to this phenomenon is
the semicolon at the end of the print state-
ment in line 80.

Normally BASIC adds a carriage return
to a print command. However, a semicolon
at the end of a print statement tells BASIC
not to add the carriage return so the logical
position counter is never reset. If you
remove the semicolon from the end of line
80 the program will behave correctly.

By the way, the command POS(0) in line
80 simply returns the logical screen posi-
tion counter and to quote the Mallard man-
ual this value ‘may bear no relation whatso-
ever to the current position of the cursor?’.

Jim Devine of Sunbury-on-Thames writes that he
is having problems with a program we pub-
lished way back in October 1993. ‘Perhaps |
am doing something wrong but | can’t get this
program to even LIST correctly. Time after time,

Lists+++

originally printed.

methods:

line 20 persists in producing an exclamation

mark after 64502." Here's the offending listing:

10 DEF FNt (x)=x-INT(x/16)*6

20 PORE 645021, 0:POKE
645031,0:PORE 64504!,0

30 PRINT CHRS (27)+”E”

40 WHILE z$=""

50 hrs%=FNt (PEEK(645021!))

60 min%=FNt (PEEK(64503!))

70 sec%=FNt (PEEK(64504!))

80 PRINT CHRS$ (27)+”H”

90 PRINT hrs%;min%;sec%;

100 PRINT CHRS$ (27)+”K”

110 z$=INKEYS$

120 WEND

Although the exclamation marks were not print-
ed in the listing when this program was first
published, the exclamation mark is needed by
BASIC but will be automatically inserted if
omitted, so Jim, you are not doing anything
wrong and the program would work correctly as

range -32768 to 32767

@ single precision numbers which are accurate
to approximately seven significant numbers

@ double precision numbers which are accu-
rate to approximately sixteen significant

numbers.

By default, number variables are always sin-
gle precision but the default can be altered
by the commands DEFINT, DEFSNG and
DEFDBL. Otherwise an integer is indicated by
a % as the last character in the variable
name, a single precision number is indicated
by an exclamation mark and the double pre-
cision numbers are indicated by the hash (#)

character.

hence the exclamation mark.

The reason for the exclamation mark is a lit-
tle more complex. So that memory is not wast-
ed, BASIC stores numbers by three different &

@ an integer which is a whole number in the

As you will now probably realise the num-
ber 64502 is a single precision number and

+++Divide

Rule++ +

Stuart Baker of Bogner Regis
wrote asking how to type the
integer division symbol, the \
(backslash) character, in the
BASIC program editor.

The answer to this puzzle is
quite simple. Hold down the
extra key and press the key
with the half on it twice. By
the way the term integer sim-
ply means a whole number.
Integer division means that
both values are forced to an
integer and the result is also
truncated to an integer, for
example, the result of 9\4 is 2
rather than the result of nor-
mal division which of course
is 2.25.
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Advertising Feature

Bursting to hurst
nto print

Self-publishing may well be the way forward for your
requirements - see what Stockwell have to offer you

tockwells have been around for a
long time - since 1898 in fact -
so they have plenty of experi-
ence in the business of self-pub-
lication. If you want to see your
work in print, you’ll find that
Stockwells offer a specialised service,
including :
@ allotting the book an ISDN num-
ber, to enable booksellers and
wholesalers to order from you

@ send the legally required copies to
the copyright libraries

@® send details to Whitaker for inclu-
sion in British Books in Print

@ arrange a date of publication
@ give you a selection of booksellers
in your area of the UK for you to

send copies for review

You can order varying print runs
and arrange for only part of the print
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runs to be bound at any one time,
thereby saving you money. Binding
can be hard or paperback, with a
laminated cover.

Stockwell also

book publishing service. So why not
contact Stockwell with your require-
ments now for a friendly and efficient
response? W

offer a poetry
booklet limited
edition service,
offering very rea-
sonable prices for
a sixteen page
booklet. Ten
copies cost £188,
and 500 £369.
Editorial cor-
rections in respect
of spelling and
punctuation will
be made, and
copies will be
sent to the copy-
right libraries.
Other private
limited editions
can also be
arranged, as well
as a normal full

SELF-PUBLISHING
SERVICE

A.H. STOCKWELL LTD.
ILFRACOMBE, DEVON
Book Publishers since 1898

————

A Popular Alternative
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 SOFTWARE

[EAETWADE |

[ree catalogues for all machines - call/fax for yours . ..

I N 01295730060

... please quote magazine reference “Locoscript User”

\

A collection of five games specifically designed with
the 7-14 year old in mind. Each game has been writ-

ten with the intention of providing enjoyment, as well '" I s Mo NTH | s
as stretching your child’s mental ability.
“Good selection of games. You can’t go wrong” SPECI AL OFFER

PCW Plus

only £14.95 including post and packing 2 o x 3 o D I scs

for the Amstrad PCW8256, PCW8512, PCW9256, PCW9512, PCW9512+
o e e  (ex-software house)
— please state disk size required

DGC SOFTWARE ol 2909 5

12 Stonecroft, Bradford BD2 2HW - ,
Telephone (01274) 636475 u. K Posia e £1 er order. Cheques/POs only,

Fax (01274) 773624 made paya Ie fo Il tra Software, at Dept lll°595
Fulling Mill, Broughton, Banbury, Oxon. OX15 6AP

Drive Repair Kits Computabitz

In Stock Now
tradliveiqﬂl‘nes welcome Repair Centre

PCW REPAIRS

PCW Drive repair £45 £35
PCW Screen repair £45 £35

PCW main board £95 £75
PCW printer board £45 £34
PCW Armature £30 £21
3" Drive repair £75 £45

All work fully warranted
Fast Turnround Time

Training Given in Locoscript
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ENSURE YOUR GOPY OF LOGOSCRIPT USER EVERY MONTH

LocoScript User brings you the latest in
LocoScripting and computing every month.
Regulars you will find include:

A regular LocoClinic from top expert Liz Bruce

—SUBSCRIBE T0 LOCOSCRIPT USER TODAY AND RECEIVE A FREE DISK WORTH £9.95!

The great new full colour
independent magazine
for all LocoScripters -

whether you own a PCW
or a PC compatible.

Beginners’ advice and support

How to smarten up the appearance of your
documents

Increase the power of your writing style

A special series on LocoMail from Hazel
Underwood

Tutorials on all the other add-ons:
LocoFile, LocoFont, LocoChar, and more

Product advice on all the software you’ll
ever need

Hardware reviews: printers, scanners and more
A regular corner for CP/M and MS-DOS

Plus all the latest news and regulars

your door every month for only £27 for 12 issues, including post & package. Not
only that, but we’ll send you a free copy of the LocoSpecial Disk worth £9.95!

The exclusive LocoSpecial Disk contains a wealth of programs ranging from the
practical Loco Diary, which will help you to plan a list of business and social events,
to the new and exciting Clip Art (please note this feature is available on PC disks
only), which will allow LocoScript users to work with selected graphic clip art files
for the very first time.

Allow your imagination to run wild and write volumes of poetry with the aid of the
Rhyming Dictionary Lite Edition or buckle down to a spot of business with LocoMail
and LocoFile's special applications, especially written to help you prepare invoices
and customer statements without the usual fuss and bother!

And, just in case you come unstuck, with the use of computer terms and acronyms,
the LocoSpecial Glossary of Computing Terms will help you tell your CAM from your
CAD or a DTP from a CPU - common computer jargon ranging from ACK
(acknowledge) to WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You Get) at the tip of your
tongue at the touch of a button.

Subscribe now to the newest and the brightest PCW/PC magazine and bag yourself
the added bonus of this unique LocoSpecial Disk.

.

Signature
Telephone no

Payment
I enclose a chequelpostal order for £ ...........
Please charge my VisalAccess/Amex card £

Card Number (11O OOOOOOOONO
Card expiry date

Name on Card

Allow up to 28 days for delivery of your free disk
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NB: credit card applications can also be made by telephoning 091-510 2290.

Please send me 12 issues of LocoScript User (please tick box)

[l UK Residents £27 (free postage & packing)
L] Europe Airmail £37.50
L] Rest of the World Airmail £53

Please send me my free LocoSpecial disk on
(please tick the format you require)

[] 3 inch PCW disk
[13.5 inch PCW disk
[13.5 inch PC disk

Please return to LocoScript User Subscriptions, AIM Ltd,
PO Box 10, PRE Complex, Pallion Industrial Estate, Roper
Street, Sunderland SR4 6SN, tel 091-510 8787.

] Please tick box if you do not wish to receive information
from other companies.




It’s mot what you say.
It’s how you say it!

t's easy to make a good
impression with our extra
LX fonts. We have an
exciting new Display set to
show you as well as the
Business and Decorative
collections.

Using these new fonts will
give you enormous scope — so you'll have the freedom to be

g pichir VA

/u/”".

To use the extra LX fonts you need LocoScript 3. 512K is sufficient for a selection of the LX

fonts. You can replace fonts on drive M, to make other choices available. Expanding your
PCW memory will allow a large number of fonts and sizes to be immediately available. You
can print each font in the basic character set. Bold and italics are produced by thickening and
slanting. Sizes available for each font vary. For full details please contact Locomotive Software.
Both sets of fonts are only available for one class of printer. If you want the same fonts for an

really creative with your work. Jazzing-up your documents to
produce eye-catching results is simple.
The new Display set will make your documents really

noticeable. For a start, Coronet is great for writing letters.
While Thunderbird and Cooper Black are wonderful for
designing newsletters and posters. And Uncial is ideal for
sending a Christmas message.

The Business collection will give you stylish looking work.
Whether it’s developing your own distinctive house style or
presenting a business message, these fonts will make
creating a professional image easy. So your reports will look
impressive and your letters will have impact.

The Decorative collection will make your documents look
really impressive. Using Signet Roundhand is great for
writing letters to your friends and Broadway is perfect for
displaying a festive menu. And if you want to create your
own invitations or announce an important event, then Park
Avenue is ideal.

The new Display fonts and the Business and Decorative
fonts are very affordable — just £29.95 for each set. You can
order the fonts by filling in the coupon below. Or call Tina
Knights on 0306 747750. We've just bought out a new
catalogue with the latest on a range of products for your
PCW. Ir you'd like a copy just phone us on 01306 747756.

Locomotive Software Ltd may make your details available to other companies for
the mailing of information which we believe will be of interest to you

alternative printer, you may need a different version.

———————————————

Name

Address

Post Code

Please send me

O Display Fonts — £29.95 [ Business Fonts — £29.95

D Decorative Fonts — £29.95 Total &

Details of Printer:

U pew Mawix [ pew mkjet [ Other please specify

Please supply the fonts on: O3 3" disc

1 enclose a cheque payable to Locomotive Software

[ please charge my Access/Visa card Exp date
Signed Date

Please return e LOCOMOTIVE

this to: SOFTWARE

Dorking Business Park,
Dorking, Surrey RH4 1YL
Tel 0306 747756

TK



Getting Technical )

Help and advice beyond LocoScript for PC owners

ast month we put together a routine which

turned making back-ups on to floppy disk

a simple, automated task. If you read that

article - and if not, why not? - you’ll

remember that it involved the use of
DEBUG, which I promised to explain next
time around.

Now, Id like to link that with a couple of
letters which have come in over the last week
or so. The first was a plea for more examples
of DEBUG in use, which we originally covered
in the launch issue of the magazine, and the
second asked if it was possible to design a
menu using a batch file.

Batch files are like SUB files on the PCW,
except that the commands which drive them
are more powerful than CP/M allows, although
they are hardly user-friendly, as you’ll see.

So here is a little COM program which
allows you to interact with a batch file. In other
words, if, as our reader requested, you have a
menu, you had no easy way of achieving some-
thing like this until Version 6:

You can now do one of the following:
(a) Run LocoScript

(b) Load QBASIC

(c) Play games

Please press a, b or ¢

The idea is for this to pop up every time you
switch on the computer, and we’ll deal with
that aspect later.

Version 6 of MS-DOS provides CHOICE, a
rather fiddly routine which will enable you to
halt the batch file at this point and wait for a
response. Here, though, is a method which
works for all versions and which is created
using DEBUG.

Running DEBUG

From the C:\ prompt (or with your MS-DOS
disk in your drive, if you don’t have a hard
disk), type:

DEBUG UC.COM
Please note that I have put the commands in
the text in upper case for the sake of clarity,
but either upper or lower are accepted. You
will get a message telling you that it can’t find
the file UC.COM - but don’t worry about that,
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we are simply telling DEBUG we are going to
use that name to put some commands into
later.

Next, you will see a minus sign, which you
may remember is the prompt which DEBUG
uses to tell you it is ready to receive com
mands.

But what commands? If you type a question
mark (plus Enter every time, please) you will
see a pretty inscrutable-looking list of what
DEBUG has on offer, as you can see.

Basically, DEBUG uses a set of one-letter
commands, some of which may be followed by
numbers, which tell it what to do. We’ll use
just a few of them here, and explain things as
we go along.

EXAMINING THE INNARDS

DEBUG is designed to allow us to peer inside
the innards of your computer, to inspect areas
of memory, to alter them, and to save them to a
file, amongst other things. It’s an essential pro-
gramming tool at the machine code level.

What we are going to do is to insert into
memory a few assembler instructions and then
save them to the file UC.COM.

For the next bit, do type exactly what you
see. If anything goes wrong, type Q for quit,
then press F3, which brings up the DEBUG
command line again, and Enter. Then retype.

Here we go (explanation in a moment):

A
At this point, you have told DEBUG that you
want to assemble, in other words, you are
going to key in some 8086 assembler instruc-
tions. What comes up

MOV AH, 8

INT 21

AND AL,DF

MOV AH, 4C

INT 21

INT 20
After the last instruction, press Enter twice.
Then type:

U100 1o0cC

R CX
50
w
Q

M3S-00S Gorner

The program asks for input, and the character
you type is left as an exit code, as it’s called,
for the batch file to examine and take the
appropriate action.

USER-HOSTILE

Remember that I said a while back that some
of the batch file commands were not particular-
ly user-friendly? Here comes one that certainly
isn’t in this batch file fragment:

:MENU

ECHO You may now do one of
the following:

#7HO (a) Load LocoScript

ECHO Type a letter or X to
exit to the prompt

:AGAIN

uc

IF ERRORLEVEL 65 IF NOT
ERRORLEVEL 66 GOTO LOCO

IF ERRORLEVEL 88 IF NOT
ERRORLEVEL 89 GOTO EXIT

ECHO Please type a valid
letter

GOTO AGAIN

:LOCO

LS

:EXIT
The dots indicate additional batch file lines
you can add to fit your requirements. Note
that labels are preceded by a colon in batch
files.

The ECHO command puts text up on the
screen. Then comes UC. That’s our UC.COM
file, which must be in the same directory -
usually the root directory of the hard disk - as
the batch file.

The program waits for you to type a char-
acter, which it converts to upper case for you.
The ERRORLEVEL mouthful says: if that
character is decimal 65 but not 66 or higher
then we’ve found an A and go to the label
LOCO, which runs LocoScript. For Script
Professional, you should type LSPRO instead
of LS.

The next line looks for the exit code 88 for
X and exits. Otherwise, you get a rap on the
knuckles and the batch file loops round to UC
again.

More about batch files and what you can
do with them next time around. Hl
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Problems transferring data
between different computers?

Frustrated by incompatible disk formats/sizes?

We can transfer your data between
Amstrad PCW/CPC/BBC/IBM/
Apple Il, Apple Macintosh/Amiga
(3"/3.5"/5.25")
Text/Image Scanning

Details: (SAE please)
Mapej (PCLU), Digby James, Meadow View, Quinta
Crescent, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, Shropshire SY10 7RN

Tel: (01691) 778659 Fax: (01691) 777638

MULTISTRIKE USER?

SAVE A FORTUNE ON CASSETTES
BY REFILLING YOUR OWN.

Prices from as little as £1.20 each.
Please 'phone for details:
ALADDINK

018907 50965

We also re-ink fabric nylon ribbons and supply
bubble-jet cartridge refill kits.

=svsiems kel

_—— COMPUTER SYSTEMS & COMPONENTS

Printer Ribbons
Black compatable
£2.50 each, includes VAT & postage
8256/8512 etc fabric or multistrike film
9512 fabric or multistrike film
DMP 2000/3000/3160 etc fabric

T-systems Ltd
163 Court Road, Orpington, Kent, BR6 0PX
Tel: 01689 896616 Fax: 01689 896615

Access/Visa accepted

® Home Computer Services
All PC\W repairs and loan units if
required
All PC repairs also accepted

Tel 24hrs: 0420 473768
Mobile: 0831 310784
0585 302461

2

* Disk transfer service — PCW to PC
* Locoscript training in East Anglia
* LocoFile and LocoMail programming

Rates available on demand

For more information,
telephone 0728 746461 (answerphone)
or fax 0728 747211

Qmimg@

47 Warren Close, Whitehall,
A\ Bordon, Hants GU35 9EX

p

From the PCW of Tony Gill.

‘WEATHERMAN PCW’

Will it start to rain?
Will it become fine?
Is it a day for a walk?
Will the washing dry?

These questions answered
with remarkable accuracy.

Available now
£14.95 inc.

“ Also . . .

‘CAST OFF’ THE Boat Handling Simulation
and Tutorial £19.95 inc.

DISK/FILE TRANSFER & DATA RECOVERY from £4.99.

ROWANSOFT, Rawancraig, Ardfern, by Lochgilphead,
Argyll, PA31 8QN. Tel. 0852 500257

For All PCW's. State model and disk size, 3" or 3 1/2" .

independent
manuscript
appraisa
for writers

Our professional readers will
carefully assess your novel,
short story, article or poetry

and send you an in-depth criti-

cal report with regard to today’s
publishing demands. Potential
markets also

advised. Please contact:

IMA, 1 Derby Rd, Bournemouth BH1 3PR.

Tel. 01202 311241

Is there a book
inside you?
Do you need help
with it?
| can’t write it for you nor help
you with LocoScript problems.
But | have over 20 years’ edi-
torial experience; | can help
you perfect it and get it ready
to send to a publisher.
SAE to:
Joy McKellen
Flat 4, Orchard House
24 Old North Road
Royston, Herts. SG8 5DT
Tel/Fax: 01763 245257
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DISC & FILE CONVERSIONS

3” and 3.5” Amstrad PCW discs converted to MS-Dos or Mac. Your
LocoScript files (v1, v2 & v3) converted, maintaining text formatting into
most Wordprocessing programs on Mac or PC. LocoFile databases con-
verted. dBase 2, Masterfile, Retrieve, Tasword, Supercalc, Mini Office,
Money Manager, AT Last, Protext... PLUS many others. If it is possible
to convert... Data-XChange can convert it!

Discs From £2.40p Files From 10p/file
DISC DATA RECOVERY |CP/M PD & Shareware

Disk won’t read? Getting a message like || Vast range of Public Domain and Shareware
this:i- A: Track 1, Sector 3 data error - Jprograms and text files available for CP/M
Retry, Ignore or Cancel? DON'T PANIC! f machines. Utilities, Educational, Home,
We can rescue your precious data, in 99% of | Hobby and Business. Send blank formatted
cases. Call for details of this service. disc + £1.50p for P+P for list on a disc.

Data-XChange - 19 Fernley Road, Stockport. SK2 6DF
Tel: 0161-456 7515 or 0973 406615
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UPGRADING TO IBM or MAC or 3.5" PCW? 1
COME TO THE EXPERTS FOR FAST EFFICIENT [

DATA TRANSFER & CONVERSION!]

YOU MIGHT GET CHEAPER, BUT NOT BETTER SERVICE!

We have been converting data since 1987, and are not a 'fly by night' set up that

can only convert your LocoScript files into WordPerfect, or worse still ASCIl. We

can convert into almost any word processing format on PC or Mac, and retain all
your formatting codes (bold underlines, italics etc.) Most jobs done by return.

DISK TRANSFER [£3.951-4] [£3.45 5-9] [£3.25 10 - 19] then £2.50
FILE CONVERSION ONLY 15p (any size document)
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LOCOMAIL/LOCOFILE
PROGRAMMING SERVICE.
LocoMail programs
written and LocoFile
databases set up for home
and business users. Phone
Hazel Underwood on
(0116) 2710381 for free
estimate.

PCW  REPAIRS AND
SPARES, knobs, print-
heads, cables, PCB’s, ser-

vice manuals. Springs,
drives, armatures, con-
nectors, etc. Q6
Components, 72 Croston
Road, Garstang, Preston,
PR3 1HR. 0995 606060.

TO FIND OUT HOW

‘LocoScript User’

CAN HELP

YOUR BUSINESS

PROMOTE

Don't call the cowboys, call the experts!

details) for £15 +

DATA RECOVERY: FAULTY Pew DISKS REPAIRED
Send faulty disk stating which model PCW (8512, 9512 etc) with cheque (or credit card
vat (£17.62) for repair by return!

If we don't recover your data we return your money!

DON'T SPEND VIORE THAN YOU HAVE TO!
WHEN YOU DECIDE TO UPGRADE TO:

IBM COMPATIBLE PC

OUR PC's START AT ONLY £399 + VAT and £10 carriage
YES, FOR A TOTAL OF ONLY £480 YOU GET A 386 40MHZ MACHINE WITH
200 megabyte hard disk and Super VGA 14" Mono monitor (SVGA colour add £70)
ALL OTHER MACHINES AVAILABLE E.G. 486DX2 £699 + vat
TOO MANY OPTIONS TO LIST, PHONE FOR FULL DETAILS.
All machines are fully guaranteed, and for only £19 you can extend your warranty to on-site!

g

LOTS OF PRINTERS FOR PC & PCW IN STOCK!
E.G.PANASONIC 4 ppm Laser Printer £299 + vat/carr (£363)

S. C.S. 66a Eastgate, Hornsea, HU18 1LW. |
== Tel (01964) 535933 or (0585) 346462 Y |

PCW SOFTWARE:-

(ON 3" OR 3.5" DISC FOR ALL PCWs)

SUPER LABELLER £20.00

Text and Picture Label Maker for
PCW or Epson-compatible printers.
COLOUR VERSION NOW AVAILABLE £25.00
EXTRA PICTURE DISCS 1 & 2....£ 5.00

SHALL TRADER...£60.00 the a11-in-

one business package for PCs and
PCWs. A single entry prints an
invoice, posts the sale, adjusts
stock and stores statement data.

GENERAL LEDGER £25.00

Personal Finance package. Handles
multiple bank, savings and credit
card accounts. Now with Bar Graph.
PCW PLUS REVIEW RATING 9 OUT OF 10.

LIBRARY FILE...£15.00

Catalogue (and value) collections:
CDs, Videos, Photos, Records etc.

COLOUR PRINTER PACKAGE £199.00

HIGH PERFORMANCE SEIKOSHA SL-96

24-PIN PRINTER INCLUDING TRACTOR
AND FRICTION FEED, COLOUR AND MONO
RIBBONS, NLQ/QUIET MODES, CABLE,
DELIVERY. VERY FAST AND VERSATILE.
3" DRIVE DIY REPAIR KIT...... £9.95

SD NMICROSYSTEWNIS ===

(Dept LSU), PO BOX 24, ATTLEBOROUGH,
NORFOLK NR17 1HL TEL (01953) 483750.

PCW SUPPLIES:-

CF2s 3" DISCS WHILE STOCKS LAST
PACK OF 5 PRE-FORMATTED...£9.95
Please state PCW or CPC model.
3.5" IDSDD:PER 10 « 5 ssicioieisis £5.00
Suitable for all 720k drives.

DRIVE CLEANERS:

8", 3.5 oxr 5.25" @1l £4.00

LOCKABLE BOXES:

40 capacity 3.5" (30x3")..£5.00

COMPUTER LABELS (PLAIN PER 100)

ADDRESS 3.5% X 1..5%, v« sieroie £2.00
DISC (3™ OT 35" ) crars v o soinrs £2.50
Printer Cable 464/6128....£7.50
Printer Cable PCW/PC...... £5.00
Monitor Copy Holder....... £4.00

Mouse Mat (anti-static)...£2.50
Mouse House (plastic pocket) £2
NEW! TYPISTS WRIST REST...£4.00

PRINTER RIBBONS:

DMP 2000/3000/4000, STAR LC10,
PCW 8256/9256/9512 all...£3.00
P/P: £1.00 PER ITEM £2.00 MAX.
SEND CHEQUE/POs OR SAE FOR OUR
FREE CATALOGUE (STATE COMPUTER)
PC/CPC PRODUCTS ALSO AVAILABLE.

SUCCESSFULLY
PLEASE CONTACT
GRINDA ON
01322 660070
ext 363

PCW BUDGET SOFTWARE RANGE

£5.00 PER DISC OR ANY 4 FOR £15.00. NO SURCHARGE ON 3" CF2s.

PRINTMASTER DISCS 1 AND 2 (Simple DeskTop Publishing Software)
PRINTMASTER A-Z GRAPHICS LIBRARY (2000+ Pictures on 4-Discs)
SPREADSHEET, PCH TOOLS/FRONT END, STD DECODER, MSDISK PC<YBCH,
GAMES DISC 1 (Arcade/Fun) GAMES DISC 2 (Adventures/Strategy)
CB/M UTILITIES, DESKMASTER, STOP PRESS/MICRO DESIGN CLIPART:

BUSINESS, SPORT/LEISURE, NATURE, FUN/XMAS, VARIETY. (5 DISCS)

AUTHORISED LOCOMOTIVE DEALERS FOR ALL PC AND PCW PRODUCTS.

MAY 95 LocoScript User 88



Regulars

FcIs File

Our regular back page of information for our
readers focuses on our cover story this month
with a checklist of punctuation features

+++Punctuation Checklist++ +

Here is a complete rundown of the punctua-
tion and related items to be covered in this
series of articles, together with a brief expla-
nation of each term.

Abbreviation: Shortened form of a word or
words, with full stop usually only if part of
the word is used, so Cpl for Corporal but
Capt. for Captain.

Accent: A mark placed over - or sometimes
under - a letter to indicate a change in
sound or value. Also known as a diacritic.
Angle brackets: Less than and greater than
signs <like this> used in some program-
ming languages and sometimes in French
as an alternative to quotation marks, when
they can also appear doubled: <<Comme
ceci>>.

Apostrophe: That little mark which stands
for an omission, doesn't it, of one or more
letters.

Bold: A thicker version of normal typeface
used for emphasis, as at the head of each
of these items.

Braces: See brackets.

Brackets: These can be (round), [square],
<angle> or {curly/braces}. For every open
bracket there must be a closed bracket.
(Complete sentences in brackets have the
full stop inside.) If you have brackets with-
in brackets, the inner ones are square, for
example: (Charles Dickens [1812-70]).
Bullet: Normally taking the form of a filled
circle, a bullet is used to highlight one of a
series of items in the text.

Capital: An upper case letter used at the
beginning of sentences, for proper nouns
and acronyms (like RAF or NATO). See
lower case.

Colon: Used to indicate that what follows it
is an explanation or expansion of the first
part of a sentence.

Comma: Used to separate distinct clauses,
or items in a list.

Curly brackets: Also called braces. See
brackets.

Dash: A horizontal stroke between words -

used, like this, to split up a long sentence.
Date: Formats vary. In British English, you
have day, month and year. In American,
you have month, day and year. In good
style, avoid the 14th of July. Write July
14th or 14 July and be consistent.
Diacritic: See accent.

Double quotes: See quotation marks.
Ellipsis: Three little dots denoting that in a
‘direct quotation something ... has been
omitted’.

Endnotes: Notes at the end of text, rather
than at the foot of an individual page. See
footnotes.

Exclamation mark: Delightfully known also
as a shriek in computing, it is used at the
end of a statement which is exaggerated or
emphatic in some way. Damn and blast!
Come here, boy! Avoid multiple exclama-
tion marks: Aaargh!!!!

Footnote marks: Conventions for footnotes
(or endnotes) vary. The traditional
approach was for endnotes to be numbered
consecutively and usually be used for bib-
liographical references and the like.
Footnotes offered an immediate explana-
tion of a point at the foot of the page, and
were indicated by a dagger and double dag-
ger if there were two of them.

Full stop: Known in American English as the
period, it comes at the end of a sentence,
or marks a decimal point in English (conti-
nentals use a comma).

Hyphen: Generally used to link two or more
words together which form a single sense
unit, but practice varies so much it's
always best to check if you are not sure.
ltalics: Text slanted to the right for empha-
sis. Also used for book titles. Avoid under-
lining - that's oldfashioned manual type-
writer stuff.

Ligature: Combining two letters, usually ae
and oe.

Lower case: Normal text is usually lower
case. Sometimes capitals are used for
effect - but if you have a small caps face,
that is less oppressive than LARGE CAPS.

Numbers: Conventions vary about whether
numbers should be spelled out in letters or
shown as digits. Be consistent is the best
advice, and follow common sense.
Question mark: Used after a direct question.
Avoid double question marks or combina-
tions of question and exclamation marks:
What are you doing!??!!

Quotation marks: Used for direct quotations
from speech or written material.
Standardise on single or double - single
looks less cluttered.

Parentheses: See brackets.

Period: American for full stop.

Round brackets: See brackets.

Rule: See hyphen.

Single quotes: See quotation marks.

Slash: Stroke used in computing, to denote
fractions, and also in old currency: 3/6 =
three shillings and six (old) pence.

Square brackets: See brackets.

Stop: See fuil stop.

Underline: Avoid unless you are using it for
subheadings. See italics.

letters and

We welcome readers’
unsolicited contributions to the mag-
azine. We are particularly interested
in hearing from you if you have an
unusual hobby or business applica-

tion for your word processing.
Submissions of this kind should be
around 1500 words with illustrative
material if possible.

Due to the volume of mail which
we receive, it is not possible to guar-
antee an individual reply, even if you
send an SAE.

Liz Bruce in particular cannot
offer individual responses.

Do note that as a rule computer
disks and hard copy of articles are
not returned.
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<\ Print faster

~ Print sharper
with LocoScript 3

and an Epson

-

Stylus printer

As you'd expect, you can print your LocoScript 3 documents on

ordinary A4 paper, company letterhead, labels and envelopes. A

- built-in 100 sheet paper feeder is also included. This is great for
printing multi-page documents automatically.

f you want
faster, quieter
printing and great
looking documents then we'd
like to tell you about an
outstanding printer package for your PCWV. It’s LocoScript 3
and an Epson Stylus 800+ printer.

The Stylus 800+ also has exceptionally low running costs. Unlike
other inkjets, the Stylus printhead is a permanent feature — not a
costly consumable requiring replacement every time the ink
cartridge is exhausted. All you need to replace is the ink cartridge

The Stylus 800+ inkjet printer and LocoScript 3 gives you from time to time. And all this is complemented by Epson’s full
crisp, black text. And unlike your PCW'’s printer, the Stylus three year warranty.

R00+ s sartuslly silene. When you buy the Epson Stylus printer package, we’ll make you

some amazing offers. We'll give you four free extra fonts —
Broadway, Antique Olive, Rotis Semi Serif and Park Avenue —
from our Business and Decorative fonts collection. VWe'll also give
you a free copy of LocoSpell or the faster 96k dictionary. And
you'll get a free start-of-day disc already loaded with LocoScript 3
and LocoSpell plus the extra fonts — just put it in your PCW and

Courier, Prestige and four scalable fonts Roman, Sans Serif,
Roman T and Sans Serif H are built-in the 800+. So you can
print text in a range of sizes from 8 to 32 point in steps of
2 point. And mixing these fonts with LocoScript 3’s LX
fonts means that creating attractive eye-catching documents

will be easy. = A :

you'll be up and running in no time at all.
The Stylus 800+ prints abou..Jt four times faster than your To order the Epson Stylus Printer Package, simply complete and
PCWs printer using the built-in 10 point Roman font in return the order form along with your payment or phone us on
letter quality mode. And about twice as fast using the 01306 747756 with your credit card number.

built-in Roman and Sans Serif fonts in lots of different sizes!

Locomotive Software may make your details available to other companies for the mailing of information
which we believe will be of interest to you.
- OIS S AN NN DI BN DEN B SN B GE SN N N G G D S S BN I BN B BN NN B G BE BN B BN N B S S S S . .

Details of your PCW [ Prease send me more information on LocoScript 3 and the Epson Stylus Printer Package.

[ pcw 8256/8512 ] pcw 9256 O pcw 9512

O] pcw 9512+ O Pew 10 Name
Details of your Drive A: Address
I:] 3 D 31/ %

* |f you have changed Drive A to a 3'/"drive, you need a .FIB file to install LocoScript. If you
do not have a .FIB file call Locomotive Software.

O 1 have a PCW 8256/8512/9256 without an external printer B
interface. Please send me the Epson 800+ printer bundle. Includes the
Stylus printer, LocoScript 3, Locomotive Power Pack, Printer Support [ Cheque or Postal Order, made payable to Locomotive Software
Pack and Printer cable. [ Credit card. Please debit my Visa/Access/MasterCard/Delta account number:
I am currently using: EXP Date
O LocoScript | - £349 OJ LocoScript 2 - £339 O LocoScript 3 - £309
[0 1 have a PCW 8256/8512/9256 with an external printer
interface & 512K memory or PCW 10/9512/9512+. Please send me ‘
the Epson 800+ printer bundle. Includes the Stylus printer; LocoScript 3, Signature
Printer Support Pack and Printer cable. Please return this to: 3 ?ngIVE

I am currently using:

[J LocoScript | - £289 [ LocoScript 2 - £279 [ LocoScript 3 - £249 TK

&g Dorking Business Park,
Ml Dorking, Surrey RH4 1YL
Tel 01306 747756




THE NEW IMPROVED
MICROFIX WPC386

PLEASE
PHONE OR
WRITE FOR A FULL
INFORMATION
PACK

Since its introduction in 1993, the WPC system has ben sold to hundreds of satisfied customers. Reasons for upgrading to this system have
included the need to become IBM compatible, the desire to be able to use a wider variety of software including Windows and Microsoft
programs, the wish for more speed and the flexibility of choice in matters like choosing printers. Also some customers have become concerned
with the excessive costs (and sometimes unavailability) of spare parts and consumables to maintain the PCW., Locoscript Processional continues
to be the main software supplied with the WPC hereby ensuring continuity between PCW and PC. With the latest improvements to the WPC and
the extension of additional options available, this system offers even better value for money. Part exchange deals on PCWs and free disk
conversion of PC format are still available. The time to upgrade has never been better.

WPC FEATURES

Locoscript & Locofile compatible

Fully IBM compatible system

Fast 386x40 processor

2Mb RAM (upgradeable to 16Mb)
200Mb Hard Drive

3.5 Floppy Drive (1.4Mb)

SVGA Mono Monitor (Colour Optional)

Canon BJ10 Bubblejet Printer Quiet,
Fast, Near Laser Quality

%  Mouse, Mouse Mat and DOS
*  Windows Compatible

L D D T I

Prices include VAT but exclude delivery charges. Free
disk transfer up to 10 disks (excluding cost of new 3.5
disks). Prices may vary.

Credit card orders welcome but are subject to a 2%
surcharge.

LOCOSCRIPT PRO 2 PLUS

*

* %

L D .

Familiar Management screen to PCW users.
PCW files convert with no loss of format

Extensive printing options including
extra fonts and pitch sizes

Useful page layout features

Full spellcheck with Thesaurus
Print preview screen

Built in Database

Picture library and mouse option

Full Wordperfect compatible

ADDITIONAL PRICE

OPTIONS inc vat
SVGA Colour Monitor 129.00
486SX Processor 117.00
486DX33 Processor 190.00
Extra Memory per 1Mb 36.00
‘Hand Scanners from 89.00
HP 520 Inkjet Printer 79.00
with sheetfeeder
Canon BJ200 with sheetfeeder 70.00
DOS 6.2 & Windows 3.1 39.00ea
Software
Fax/Modem from 49.00
CD Rom (Dual Speed) 135.00

PC MICROFIX LIMITED (est 1988)

Showrooms: 149 Uxbridge Rd, Hanwell, London W7 3ST.
Telephone: 081 840 5343 / 081 579 7474 Fax: 081 579 1669
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